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H a r p i s t  a n d  D a n c e r  t o  Re c e i v e  

IM D A  Ed u c a t i o n a l  G r a n t s  

By Jan Casey 

2015 marks the tenth year that the Irish Music and Dance Association has made educational grants to 
deserving students of the traditional arts of Ireland.  IMDA is pleased to announce two recipients for 2015. 

Hannah Flowers of Forest Lake is receiving a grant to continue her study of the harp with lessons with noted 
harpist Ailie Robertson in Scotland using Internet technology.  Kelly Shanahan of St. Paul is receiving a 
grant to help with her travel expenses to the Riverdance Trinity College International Summer School in 
Dublin, Ireland.  Both opportunities will provide these dedicated students with wonderful opportunities to 
continue their growth.  Please see separate articles in this and future IMDA newsletters with more 
information on Hannah and Kelly and their plans. 

Over the years, IMDA has made grants to musicians, dancers, Irish language students and a costume 
designer – a total of 36 people have had a special opportunity to continue their studies through the program.  
The recipients range in age from 9 years old to adult.  As they continue to grow, they add to the rich Irish 
music and dance community here in Minnesota. 

Funding for IMDA Educational Grants comes from proceeds from the IMDA St. Patrick’s Day Irish 
Celebration and Day of Irish Dance at Landmark Center, other IMDA events during the year and donations 
from members of the community who want to be part of this effort. 

IMDA Educational Grant recipients are asked to bring their new skills back to our community by performing 
at an IMDA event or presenting their learning in another way.  We will look forward to seeing both Hannah 
and Kelly at a future IMDA event. 

Jan serves on the Board of the Irish Music and Dance Association and coordinates the IMDA Educational 
Grant Program.   
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T u n e  o f  t h e  M o n t h     by Amy Shaw 

Here’s a tune from Mick Mulcahy, one of the visiting artists at last 
month’s Minnesota Irish Music Weekend, sponsored by the Center 
for Irish Music.  Mick played this tune during his dance tunes 
workshop on Sunday and said that he had gotten it from the well-
known SliabhLuachra fiddler Denis Murphy.  Mick called it Denis 
Murphy’s Speed the Plough, but as it turns out, Denis actually 
recorded it with Julia Clifford under the title Muckross Abbey. I dug a 
little deeper and discovered that it was composed by Charlie 
Mulvihill, the accordion and concertina player who played with 
Michael Coleman and James Morrison in New York back in the 
1930s, and who was a friend of Denis Murphy, Lad O’Beirne, Paddy 
Killoran, and others. 
 
A very special thanks to the organizers of this year’s Minnesota Irish 
Music Weekend.  We’re very fortunate to have amazing musicians 
from Ireland right at our doorstep every June.  Long may it continue! 
 
Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription errors are my own.  The notation here is not meant to be a substitute for listening.  
It is simply an aid to learning the tune. 

The IMDA Board is: 
President:   Lisa Conway 
Vice President:  Jan Casey  
Treasurer: Mark Malone  
Secretary:  Ciara Reynolds      
Board Members: John Concannon 
                        Kevin Carroll  
 Kathie Luby        
 Tim Monahan 
 Julia Rogers 
Editor:                 John Burns 

IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the First Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Dubliner Pub in St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 

Contact Information 
Write to:           Irish Music and Dance Association 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 

Call: 612-990-3122  E-mail:  Info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, 
news, and notices of events to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 
20th of the preceding month. 
Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:Info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
mailto:editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
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T h e  G a e l i c  C o r n e r                 By Will  Kenny 

 Gaeltacht Minnesota gives introductory talks about the 
Irish language at a variety of community events, from the 
Irish Fair to St. Pat's to dance camp to the occasional 
guest appearance at a cultural festival. Now, you can find 
mini-lessons in many languages, perhaps at something 
like the Festival of Nations. But introducing people to 
Irish has a few special challenges.  
 In particular, the starting 
vocabulary you cover in a first taste 
of the language can present some 
real problems. You can't just copy 
the most common categories of 
words you might find in a mini-
lesson in French, German, or Spanish. 
 In those "more commonly taught languages", it seems 
natural to teach people to say "Hello" to each other, and 
then to go over things like numbers and names of colors. 
That's a treacherous path to take if you are teaching 
people about Irish. 
 We usually avoid teaching people to say "Hello" in a 
short lesson, for instance. First of all, it involves a sound, 
represented by dh, that is hard to pronounce. It's a kind of 
guttural, hairball-in-the-throat sound, not the place to start 
when you are convincing people that it is fun to learn 
Irish. 
 Then there's the little wrinkle of the first versus the 
second "Hello". That is, in English, I say "Hello" to you, 
and you say exactly the same thing, "Hello", back to me. 
 Not in Irish. If I'm starting the exchange, I say Dia 
dhuit ("God to you", more or less). But when you reply, 
you say Dia 's Muire dhuit ("God and the Virgin to you"). 
And if you are saying "Hello" to more than one person, in 
either direction, you replace that last word, dhuit, with 
dhaoibh. That means that there are four options to 
manage, all of them hard to pronounce, just to teach 
people to say "Hello" to one another. 
 Then there's numbers. In English, we use the word 
"four" whenever we need that number, no matter what the 
context. 
 If only Irish were so simple. If we are counting on our 
fingers, "1, 2, 3, 4", we say a ceathair for "four". But 
when we are talking about "four things", that "four" is 
ceithre. And if we are talking about "four people", that's 
ceathrar. 
 Are things any better in the color naming system? Not 
by a long shot. Glas is "green" ... except when it applies 

to a horse, when it means "grey". Glas is used mainly for 
natural green, as in a plant. There's no glas in the Irish flag, 
that's uaine. 
 And we won't even get into "Yes" and "No" -- for 
which there are no equivalent words in the Irish language! 
 So what do we talk about? We can teach "Please" and 

"Thank you" and "How are you? I am 
fine" and lots of small talk items. We 
can share interesting expressions and 
idioms. There's plenty to talk about, 
as long as you avoid these particular 
minefields, which are just too 
confusing (except as oddities) to teach 

in an introductory mini-lesson. (At the Irish Fair, at noon 
on Sunday, we'll be sharing many proverbs in the Irish and 
English versions.) 
 In years past, some publishers of language learning 
materials, including software, have had success with 
languages like French and Spanish and have then offered 
Irish products that follow exactly the same models, as if all 
languages can be jammed into the same cookie cutter 
approach. They give themselves away when they teach 
numbers and colors early, or simplify the color system, or 
give the impression that there's a phrase or word meaning 
"Yes" that you can use to answer any "Yes/No" question. 
 Irish is fun to learn, and it is not as hard as all this 
sounds. But you do have to start from the right place! 
 If you'd like a good start on the language, one that 
quickly equips you to say "Hello" and talk about the 
weather, ask people how they are and where they are from, 
and more, plan to join us at our summer language 
weekend, July 25-26, at St. John's in Collegeville. With a 
Saturday morning to Sunday afternoon format, it is one of 
the most efficient -- and most fun -- ways to get a taste of 
the language. 
 
Head to our web site at www.gaelminn.org for all the 
details. And, of course, while you're there, why not sign up 
for our free monthly e-newsletter of announcements and 
study tips (in English!), The GaelMinn Gazette? 
 
Tús maith, leath na hoibre 
"A good start is half the work" 

—Will 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.gaelminn.org
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A t t e n t i o n , Ir i s h  Ba k e r s !   

 
 Irish Fair of Minnesota sponsors an annual baking competition open to 
amateur cooks. The contest has two main categories, soda bread and scones.   
 Traditional Irish soda bread is made without leavening, using baking soda 
instead of yeast or baking powder to make the dough rise. The traditional 
soda bread category features two sections: white bread and brown bread. 
 In Ireland, scones are often served with afternoon tea. Traditional recipes 
include salt, flour, baking soda, buttermilk, sour milk and butter.  The scone 
category only has one section: traditional scones. 
 All bread and scone entries will be judged by a panel of bakers.  
 Entry Deadline: Friday, August 7th, 2015 
 For more information and entry form, go to www.irishfair.com/contests 
 

Sh o o t  a n d  Sc o r e  i n  t h e  Ir i s h  Fa i r  o f  M in n e s o t a  Ph o t o  C o n t e s t  
 
 The contest is designed to give amateur photographers an opportunity to show their best work as it per-
tains to Ireland and Irish culture. Any photograph that evokes Ireland or the sense of place and culture that 
are uniquely Irish is welcome to be entered. Photographs do not have to have been taken in Ireland.  
 Photos are judged in the following categories: 

�h�� People – One or more persons are dominant subjects in which 
the photographer portrays an aspect of Irish culture. Winning 
entries best evoke their subjects’  feelings or spirits. 

�h�� Scenery – The mood of a place, or a setting in which mood is 
conveyed. There may be people in the photo, but they must be 
incidental to the picture. 

�h�� Studies in Black and White – Photos of people and/or scen-
ery. Winning entries best use black and white imagery to 
prompt a feeling or response in the viewer. 

 All contest entries are displayed in the Irish Fair Cultural Tent for 
the duration of the Fair. 
 Entry Deadline: Tuesday August 4, 2015 
 For more information and entry form, go to www.irishfair.com/contests 

En t e r t a i n m e n t , f o o d , m u s i c  a n d  
c u l t u r e  a t  

T h e  Ir i s h  Fa i r  o f  M i n n e s o t a   
A u g u s t  7 - 9 , 2 0 15   
@ H a r r i e t  Is l a n d  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.irishfair.com/contests
http://www.irishfair.com/contests
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T h e  Ir i s h  Fa i r  o f  M i n n e s o t a   
h o s t s  s t o r y t e l l e r s ,  

m u s i c a l  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  t a l k s  o n  a l l  
t h i n g s  Ir i s h  

i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a r e a ! 
 

A u g u s t  7 - 9 , 2 0 15   
@ H a r r i e t  Is l a n d  

Thursday July 9, 2015 
6:30—9:30 

More information at www.irishfair.com 
Tickets: $20 

www.brownpapertickets.com 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.irishfair.com
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H a r p i s t  t o  St u d y  v i a  Sk y p e  
Harpist Hannah Flowers, a college student from Forest Lake, is receiving an IMDA 
Educational Grant to take lever harp lessons with well-known harpist Ailie 
Robertson of the Outside Track.  Hannah met and studied with Ailie when she 
visited the Twin Cities last year and wanted to continue that study.  But Ailie lives 
in Glasgow, Scotland – a bit far away.  The solution?  Hannah will take advantage 
of the wonders of modern Internet technology and pursue her study via Skype. 

Hannah expressed an early interest in playing the harp – she tells us that she first 
experienced harp music during her long stay in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit as 
a premature baby.  A harpist would come in every week and play and each time the 
nurses reported that Hannah would “calm considerably”  and her stats would 
improve.  Hannah expressed an early interest in playing the harp, although she 
began her musical journey on piano and violin.  She began playing harp at ten with 
a month of “ trial”  harp lessons as a Christmas gift from her parents – and she says 
that “almost 10 years later I haven’ t stopped harping.”  

Hannah began her study of harp with the Suzuki method, learning by ear, and early 
on, discovered a book of Irish melodies and became fascinated with Irish music.  
Hannah has studied both harp and song with Chad McAnally and Daithi Sproule at 
the Center for Irish Music.  In May 2014, Hannah competed in the Midwest Fleadh Cheoil in St. Louis, placing in four 
categories and earned the opportunity to travel to Sligo, Ireland to compete in the All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil, an 
experience she thoroughly enjoyed. Hannah also apprenticed with Ann Heymann through a Minnesota Arts Board 
Grant, gaining in her knowledge of the history and music of the wire-strung harp.  Hannah was part of the Young 
Adult Ensemble from the Center for Irish Music who performed this last Spring with the East Metro Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Hannah’s goal is to learn more advanced technique and style on traditional lever harp from Ailie, who is a recognized 
master of both Irish and Scottish lever harp techniques.  She hopes to learn more about specific techniques for 
accompaniment for both her own tune playing and for accompanying other musicians. 

The Irish Music and Dance Association is delighted to help this dedicated young musician continue her study.   

T r a d i t i o n a l  M u s i c i a n  Pu r s u i n g  D r e a m  Pr o j e c t  

Traditional musician, composer and arranger Sherry Ladig has dreamed of a professional 
recording of her own music for a long time.  Guests at IMDA’s St. Patrick’s Day Irish 
Celebration at Landmark Center will know Sherry and her band Dunquin from the Tea 
Room, and IMDA members will know Sherry as a long-time contributor to the IMDA 
Newsletter with her monthly column An Leabhragán (the Bookcase). 

Sherry is a prolific composer, having written at least 300 tunes in traditional styles, and is 
interested in a broad range of styles of music.  Sherry serves as composer-in-residence for the 
Minnesota Mandolin Orchestra, and has researched and presented 19th Century music at the 
LeDuc House in Hastings.  Many were written as commemorative pieces for special events 
or people, and Sherry has performed many of these in concerts with her various bands - 
Dunquin, The New Pearl Buttons and Dalwhinnie.   

It has long been Sherry’s dream to professionally record and produce a CD of her own 
compositions.  She’s chosen a name (Maiden Rock Recording), selected 35 pieces to be recorded (she says it was very 
difficult to choose) and recruited special guest musicians to help.  And, through the magic of crowdfunding, we can all 
help.  Check out Sherry’s Kickstarter Project at https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/sherryladig/maiden-rock-
recording?ref=nav_search  or go to Kickstarter.com and search for Maiden Rock Recording for the details.  The 
deadline is August 1, 2015. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/sherryladig/maiden-rock-
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IMDA Community Calendar July 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm The Langer’s Ball 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

2 
6:30pm Pub Quiz 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 

3 
Midsummer Irish 
Festival 
45 minutes west of  
Madison, WI 
 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Bedlam 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

4 
Midsummer Irish 
Festival 
45 minutes west of  
Madison, WI 
 
3pm 1st Saturday Ceili 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Bedlam 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
 
 
 

5 
Midsummer Irish 
Festival 
45 minutes west of  
Madison, WI 
 
Noon: Traditional 
Session 
Kieran’s Pub, Mpls 
Arts Center, Lakeville 
 
4pm Learners Irish 
Session 
6pm Advanced Irish 
Music 
Session 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 

6 
6:30pm Lehto & Wright 
The School II Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Chanhassen  

7 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm Cody Mckinney 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
St. Dominic’s Trio 
Nye’s, Mpls 

8 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm Tom Dahill and 
Ginny Johnson 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 

9 
6:30pm Pub Quiz 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
6:30pm Irish Fair Boat 
Cruise 
Harriet Island, St. Paul 
 
 

10 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Hounds of Finn 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 

11 
Wild Colonial Bhoys: 
Peacestock 
Hobgoblin, Red Wind 
 
Northern  Gael 
Anderson Center, Red 
Wing 
 
Mid-Summer Festival 
Lyngblomsten Center, St. 
Paul 
 
7:30pm Hounds of Finn 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
 

12 
Noon: Traditional 
Session 
Kieran’s Pub, Mpls 
 
4pm Learners Irish 
Session 
6pm Advanced Irish 
Music 
Session 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 

13 
6:30pm Lehto & Wright 
The School II Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Chanhassen  
 
7:30pm Sea Shanty 
Sing 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 

14 
7:30pm Irish Set 
Dancing w/ the Twin 
Cities Ceili Band 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 

15 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm The Langor’s Ball 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 

16 
7pm Celtic Music 
Showcase 
Underground Music Café 
Falcon Heights,  

17 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
9pm Wild Colonial 
Bhoys 
Keiran’s Pub, Mpls 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

18 
MN Scottish Fair and 
Highland Games 
 
 
7pm 3rd Saturday Ceili 
w/ Twin Cities Ceili 
Band 
The Celtic Junction, St. 
Paul 
 
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org


9  

www.IMDA-MN.org 

Ir i s h  M u s i c  &  
D a n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

19 
Noon: Traditional 
Session 
Kieran’s Pub, Mpls 
 
4pm Learners Irish 
Session 
6pm Advanced Irish 
Music 
Session 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 

20 
6:30pm Lehto & Wright 
The School II Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Chanhassen  
 
 
 

21 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm Todd Menton 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
St. Dominic’s Trio 
Nye’s, Mpls 
 
 

22 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm Cody Mckinney 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

23 
6:30pm Pub Quiz 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
 
 

24 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
Noon: Traditional 
Session 
Kieran’s Pub, Mpls 
 
4pm Learners Irish 
Session 
6pm Advanced Irish 
Music 
Session 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
 
 

27 
6:30pm Lehto & Wright 
The School II Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Chanhassen  
 
7pm 4th Monday 
Shanty/Pub Sing 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

28 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Irish Set 
Dancing w/ the Twin 
Cities Ceili Band 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
St. Dominic’s Trio 
Nye’s, Mpls 
 
 

29 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
9pm Cody Mckinney 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

30 
6:30pm Pub Quiz 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 

31 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Broken Spoke 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
 

1 
3pm 1st Saturday Ceili 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Broken Spoke 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
Wild Colonial Bhoys: 
Halfway to  St. Paddy’s 
Party 
 
Dunquin Food Shelf 
Fundraiser 
 
 

2 
Noon: Traditional 
Session 
Kieran’s Pub, Mpls 
Arts Center, Lakeville 
 
4pm Learners Irish 
Session 
6pm Advanced Irish 
Music 
Session 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
7:30pm Broken Spoke 
Charlie’s Irish Pub, 
Stillwater 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 
 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 

3 
 

4 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 
 
St. Dominic’s Trio 
Nye’s, Mpls 

5 
7pm Irish Social Dance 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
7:30pm Pub Quiz 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 

6 
6:30pm Pub Quiz 
8pm Pub Quiz 
Keegan’s Pub, Mpls 

7 
6pm Irish Music 
Session 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul 
 
 
8pm Celtic Session 
Merlins Rest, Mpls 

8 
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Nor thwoods Songs: I r ish Songs from Lumber jacks and Great Lakes Sailors 
By Brian M iller  

 

Northwoods Songs features a new song each month pulled from my research into old songs collected in the pine woods region that 
stretches from New Brunswick west through northern Minnesota. In the 1800s, a vibrant culture of singing and song-making 
developed in lumber camp bunkhouses and on Great Lakes ships. The repertoire and singing style were greatly influenced by Irish 
folk repertoire and Irish singing styles. Many singers in the region had Irish background themselves. 
 

Each installment of Northwoods Songs is also published online at www.evergreentrad.com/northwoods-songs. As of December 
2013, I will also videotape myself singing the song of the month. My hope is that others will learn some of these songs and make 
them their own as I have. Links to song videos will be posted along with the online version. 
 

-Brian Miller 
GEORGIAN BAY, HO! HO! 

Bartender! Fill our glasses up,  
There’s time for one round more, 
For soon our mudhook we’ ll break out, 
Off Garden Island shore, 
We’ ll toss our dunnage right aboard, 
And up the Lakes we’ ll go, 
In an able timber hooker, bound, 
For Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho! 

 
Chorus: 
For Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho! My boys! 
It’s lively we do go! 
Bound up again and “flying light,”  
For Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho! 
 
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.evergreentrad.com/northwoods-songs.
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This month’s song comes from an incredible, unpublished manuscript compiled by Joseph F. McGinnis. McGinnis was born in 
Kingston, Ontario in 1867 and was a sailor on the Great Lakes where singing played a similar role to what it did on seafaring ves-
sels. After contributing Great Lakes songs and sea songs to collector Joanna Colcord in the early 1920s, McGinnis enthusiastically 
set out to add to his own repertoire/collection with songs gathered from other singers. He collected many songs via mail and even 
corresponded with Minnesota singer Michael C. Dean who sent him song lyrics and (with the help of a friend) transcriptions of 
song melodies. Sadly, McGinnis fell ill in the late 1920s and never succeeded in publishing his book. 
Another of McGinnis’s correspondents was folk song collector Robert Winslow Gordon. It was Gordon that ended up with 
McGinnis’s unpublished collection, “Songs of the Dogwatch,”  and this week I ordered a digital copy from the University of Ore-
gon’s Gordon collection. McGinnis’s transcriptions of song melodies are somewhat erratic so I made some educated guesses in 
writing out the melody above. 
 
“Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho!”  was most likely a composition of McGinnis himself, though it fits well into the traditional style. Lake 
Huron’s Georgian Bay was a key access point to the vast pine forests of Ontario. The sailors in the song set off from (and return 
to) Garden Island—justoutside McGinnis’s native Kingston. Garden Island was the base of a major shipping and lumber operation 
for most of the 19th century. Logs were squared off in the woods, loaded on ships in Georgian Bay, shipped to Garden Island, gath-
ered into rafts and floated to Quebec City and, finally, loaded on to ships and shipped to Britain. The same timber ships that took 
Canadian wood to Liverpool transported Irish immigrants to Canada on the return trip.  

Visit my blog version of this article and  my Northwoods songs online at 
 

www.evergreentrad.com/northwoods-songs 

The fores’ l, main and mizzen’s made, 
Gafftops’ ls two also, 
Our anchor it is now hove short, 
It’s time for us to go. 
So man your topsail halliards, boys, 
Sheet home! And then belay! 
Hoist and back! Forestays’ l! jibs! 
Up anchor! And fill away! 
 
The wind it is dead aft, my boys, 
From the Nor’east it does blow, 
So give her the squarefores’ l, 
And raffees two, also. 
Wing out fore, main and mizzen booms! 
Square yards! Haul taut! Belay! 
O! Watch her tearin’ through the foam, 
She’s bound for Georgian Bay. 
 
Now we have made Port Dalhousie, 
The Canal we have passed through, 
Lake Erie and both “Rivers,”  
And up Lake Huron, Blue. 
We’ re anchored in our loading berth, 
While small isles ‘round us lay, 
And pine timber floats in booms, there, 
‘Way up in Georgian Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now ship your timber davit, boys, 
Reeve off the hoisting gear, 
Price up the lower stern ports, 
See you heaving cable clear, 
Horse-boy, ship your capstan bar, 
Hitch on the horses, two, 
Soon we’ ll load square timber in, 
On board of the “Buckaroo.”  
 
The stick it being hooked end on, 
To the port sill it does move, 
The hooks are then clapped on it, 
And inboard it is hove. 
The mate he breasts it in to place, 
With timber dogs, you know, 
And is watchful or he’ ll lose some toes, 
At Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho! 
 
The water now has reached both sills, 
Close lower ports! Make fast! 
And caulk them up with oakum! 
The hold is filled at last. 
It’s next the deck ports open, 
Then hoist on deck and stow, 
‘Till all the deckload is on board, 
AT GEORGIAN BAY, HO! HO!. 
 
(RINGTAIL CHORUS) 
O, it’s a-rolling, boys, a-rolling, 
As homeward bound we go, 
All the way down to Garden Isle, 
From Georgian Bay, Ho! Ho! 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.evergreentrad.com/northwoods-songs
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 An Leabhragán 
(The Bookcase) 

 

  

The Green Road 
Anne Enr ight 

W.W. Norton, 2015 
  
       This remarkable novel deals with family history and family changes, and 
what happens when the two bang heads together.  It opens with the matriarch of a 
West Clare family, widowed Rosaleen Madigan, at home at Ardeevin Cottage on 
the Green Road, trying to figure out if her short-term memory lapses are also 
messing with her long-term family memories and history. Rosaleen is charming, 
mercurial, stubborn, and (in the eyes of her four children) impossible. Although 
two sons and two daughters are far-flung all over the world, none of them can 
imagine their mother would ever sell the family home, nor can they imagine 
Rosaleen as anything other than the competent bossy-boots Mam they've always 
known. When her memory and physical disabilities come to a crisis, Rosaleen 
announces she's selling the family home, and could everyone please come home 
for one last Christmas on the Green Road? What could possibly go wrong, she 
wonders? But Rosaleen knows: she herself sabotages every family event, micro-
managing and passive-aggressively criticizing the very people she loves most. All her children then fall into 
the expected roles: eldest daughter Constance tries to organize the perfect holiday meal, the perfect clothes; 
the perfect drinks party for the neighbors, etcetera. Second child Dan, now a failed priest, wants to tell his 
family he's thinking of marrying his long-term partner (everyone knows he's gay, but in typical Irish fashion, 
no one mentions it) after years of wild New York City living. Emmett would rather stay in West 
Africa saving lives and administering medical relief, but hasn't a clue how to relate to ordinary people not in 
need of help. And the baby of the family, pretty, alcoholic Hanna, can't be called a has-been actress (when 
she's a never-really-was); her arty administrative husband seems to alternate between rescuing her and being 
exasperated by her. Nobody in the family seems to acknowledge that Hanna, too, could grow into a deeper 
version of herself. 
  
     As Rosaleen sifts through her memories of the children as youngsters, of herself as the beauty of the 
county and her robust husband Pat Madigan the master of his world, she realizes that the world has left her 
generation behind. She is one of the last survivors of Ireland as it once was: rural, predictable, certain. She 
needs to leave the Green Road homeplace and find a new way to be herself and to accept her children for 
who they really are. Rosaleen's solitary walk on Christmas Day out into once-familiar landscape becomes an 
unknown journey. Becoming literally lost on old roads is the beginning of a family finding each other and a 
renewed pattern for their time ahead, no matter how short or long. Anne Enright has won the Pulitzer Prize 
for poetry, and was the Laureate for Irish Fiction in 2011. Her ability to weave a tale is both truthful and 
magical all at once, even when covering the familiar ground of families and change that so many lesser 
authors fail to delineate. 
  
      Sherry Ladig is a Saint Paul trad based musician and former reviewer for Fodder, the Hungry Mind 
Bookstore's newsletter. Sherry welcomes ideas for books of Irish or Irish-American interest to review---or, 
write a review yourself! Sherry may be reached at ladig-dunquin@msn.com. Happy Midsummer Reading!  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:ladig-dunquin@msn.com.


13  

www.IMDA-MN.org 

Ir i s h  M u s i c  &  
D a n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org


14  

www.IMDA-MN.org 

Ir i s h  M u s i c  &  
D a n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

 

T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  Ir i s h  M u s i c  

 

Come check us out at 
T h e  C e l t i c  Ju n c t i o n  

836 Prior Avenue, St Paul MN 
 

Pl e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
o u r  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ir i s h   

m u s i c , l a n g u a g e  , c u l t u r e  a n d  f u n . 
 

Fo r  c l a s s  s c h e d u l e  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  o r  e m a i l  
6 5 1- 8 15 - 0 0 8 3           a d m in @c e n t e r f o r i r i s h m u s i c .o r g  

 
O r  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  

 
w w w .c e n t e r f o r i r i s h m u s i c .o r g  

 

Dedicated to Handing Down the Tradition 

Sm i d i r i n i *  By  C o p p e r  Sh a n n o n    

(* Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’ ) 

 

�h�� Did you hear?  Gaelic Storm will be featured on the Leinie Lodge Bandshell stage at the Minnesota State 
Fair on Aug. 27 and 28!  The evening concert is part of the free entertainment at the Fair.  The Willis Clan, 
popular at Milwaukee Irish Fest, is also featured on the Leinie Lodge Bandshell stage early in the day 
throughout the Fair.  Check out all the artists at http://www.mnstatefair.org/entertainment/stages/?
stage=Leinie-Lodge-Bandshell  

 
�h�� Great news!  The folks in Rochester have planning under way for the 5th Annual Rochester Irish Fest to be 

held in Peace Plaza in downtown Rochester on Friday and Saturday, September 4 and 5.  Come on down to 
Rochester for a great, free family friendly festival.  Details, as they emerge, will be revealed on their website 
(http://www.irishfestmn.org/) and check out their Facebook page (Irish Fest Rochester, MN). 

 
�h�� The Irish traditional music website www.tradconnect.com has just announced a major new partnership with 

close to 50 radio broadcasters around the world that program Celtic/Irish content in their weekly schedules.  
What a grand idea!  Get the whole story at http://tradconnect.com/profiles/blogs/radio-broadcasters-irish-
music-traditional-celtic-free-downloads 

Ir i s h  Fe s t i v a l  i n  Ju l y !  

 
 

Dakota I r ish Fair, Sioux Falls, SD – Saturday, July 25.  Four Pints Shy, Trefoil and the Two Tap Trio, 
plus bagpipes, demonstrations, workshops and activities for the kids.  Details and updates at http://
www.dakotairish.org/#!dakota-irish-fair  
 

Dublin I r ish Festival, Dublin, OH – July 31 – Aug. 2.  Gaelic Storm, The High Kings, La Vent Du Nord, 
Lúnasa, Scythian, Skerryvore, Socks in the Frying Pan, The Tannahill Weavers, We Banjo 3 are just a 
taste of the bands being featured!  Details at www.dublinirishfestival.org 

 

Iowa I r ish Festival, Waterloo, IA – July 31 – Aug. 2.  Tallymoore, Wylde Nept and our own The Langer’s 
Ball are some of the groups that you can enjoy in a lovely, relaxed park setting just a few hours from the 
Twin Cities!  Get the whole story at www.iowairishfest.com. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:admin@centerforirishmusic.org
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org
http://www.mnstatefair.org/entertainment/stages/?
http://www.irishfestmn.org/)
http://www.tradconnect.com
http://tradconnect.com/profiles/blogs/radio-broadcasters-irish-
http://
http://www.dakotairish.org/#!dakota-irish-fair
http://www.dublinirishfestival.org
http://www.iowairishfest.com.
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C e i l i  C o r n e r                            By Bhloscaidh O’Keane 

First Saturday Céilí - Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue , St. Paul at 2:00 p.m. 

Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No. St. Paul. 

I r ish Dance Classes: 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 

Dubliner  I r ish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a 
wooden floor that has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Paul McCluskey and 
Kirsten Koehler. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 7:00, with advanced lessons and dancing continuing 
until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and must be of legal drinking age. Free. 

Set Dancing - Tuesday Nights 

Dubliner  I r ish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Set Dancing at 7:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of every month, music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band. The cost is $5 for the band, beginners welcome, for more 
information call Geri at the Dubliner (651)646-5551. 

 
Check  www.lomamor.org for  all up-to-date I r ish folk dancing information. 

Update on IMDA Membership 
The Irish Music and Dance Association would like to remind members of a change in policy regarding membership. Because of rising costs in 
printing and postage, the Irish Music and Dance Association asks that members who want to receive their newsletter by U S mail support the 
IMDA by contributing at least $35 a year. All members have the option of receiving their newsletter by e-mail for faster delivery and color photos! 
We welcome your financial support of the IMDA at any level and that support helps us continue our work to promote Irish music and dance in the 
Twin Cities and beyond. You may also become a newsletter-only member without making a financial contribution. 
Whichever membership option you choose, we appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you at a concert or dance event soon! 

Name: Today’s Date: 

Address: 
  

Where did you hear about us? 

Membership Type (circle one) 

Supporting                                                                               Corporate                                Newsletter 
Support Level _______ 

 Interests (circle all that apply) 

Music Dance Theatre Gaelic Volunteer 
 
E-mail Address:                                                                     Phone Number: 
Your monthly newsletter is delivered electronically via e-mail.  Please advise us at 
 info@IrishMusicandDanceAssociation.org if your e-mail address changes . 

Supporting members who contribute at least $35 annually may receive their newsletter by U S Mail.                                                                           
___ Request US Mail 

Revised 11/2013 

 
Tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to:     The IMDA Membership Coordinator c/o Jan Casey  
                 400 Macalester St.  
                 St. Paul, MN 55105  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.lomamor.org
mailto:info@IrishMusicandDanceAssociation.org
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Postmaster : 
Time/Dated Mater ial 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org

