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The Irish Fair of Minnesota will have a fresh look this August, with big changes in the 
layout of the grounds.  One noteworthy change will be in the location of the Cultural 
Area – from the Wigington Pavilion to a special new Cultural Tent along the river. 
 
The Trisceil Tea Room will be housed in the Cultural Tent – with a bit more elbow 
room and a wonderful offering of music to go with your cup of tea and pastry. 

 
Look for new exhibits on the history of the Irish in 
Minnesota, and for talks focusing on the contributions 
and history of the Irish here in the Eóin McKiernan Speaker’s Tent nearby.    
Topics include famous Minnesota Irish writers  (F. Scott Fitzgerald and Tim 
O’Brien), Minnesota Irish boxers, Archbishop John Ireland, and the old Irish 
neighborhoods in St. Paul.  And a new exhibit area resembling an Irish cottage 
will feature demonstrations on the building of a bodhrán and Celtic harp. 
 

The Celtic Chat Table will be back with more topics to discuss – and will be located just outside the Cultural 
Tent. 
 
And visitors will find the IMDA Music Workshop Tent near at hand, too – with a wide range of workshops 
planned including tenor banjo, English concertina, guitar, the life of Turlough O’Carolan, the Irish influence 
in Bob Dylan’s music, and several song workshops. 
 
See you at the Fair!  And be sure to check out the new Cultural Tent! 
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Still the last Sunday of every month, we will now meet at W.A. Frost, 374 Selby Avenue, St. Paul, from 3 – 
5 p.m. in the lower level.  We are so excited to be trying out this new venue for our monthly singing session! 
If you've never been to the lower level of Frost's it is a beautiful, quiet space with no TVs! There is still ac-
cess to the main floor bar and you can bring drinks down to the session.  
  
A huge “thank you” goes to Laura MacKenzie for making this move possible; we also send a huge “thank 
you” to Keegan's Irish Pub for hosting us in the past. We're online at: www.singclub.org 
 
And don't forget this exciting upcoming lecture/performance of songs from Scotland: 
 

Tobar an Dualchais/Kist o Riches on Saturday, June 30th, 3 p.m. at The Celtic Junction 
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 I hope you had as much fun as I did at last month’s Minnesota Irish Music 
Weekend, sponsored by the Center for Irish Music.  This column features a 
tune taught by fiddler Jesse Smith as part of his Tunes from Michael 
Coleman workshop at MIM.  By coincidence, fiddler Devin Shepherd also 
played this tune during the fantastic MIM concert.  I took that as a sign that I 
should use it as the tune of the month! 
 The Jackson in question was a gentleman piper from Co. Limerick, 
Walker “Piper” Jackson, who composed the tune around 1775.  According 
to Breandán Breathnach, the “brush” in the title refers to the tail of an 
unfortunate fox.  This tune also exists in two-part and three-part versions.  
Jesse’s four-part setting is pretty close to the one recorded by the legendary 
Michael Coleman in 1921.  (You can hear Coleman’s rendition on Gael 
Linn’s 1994 compilation, Michael Coleman: 1891-1945.)  Jesse played 
several variations, a few of which I’ve tried to show here. 
 Sadly, MIM 2012 already seems like a long time ago.  To quote John 
O’Connor at Custy’s Music, we’ll “chew the cud of reminiscence and 2013 
will come.”   
 Usual disclaimer: Any transcription errors are my own.  The notation here 
is not meant to be a substitute for listening.  It is simply an aid to learning 
the tune. 

The IMDA Board is: 
President:   Lisa Conway 
Treasurer: Mark Malone  
Secretary:  Jan Casey  
Board Members: Suin Swann 
                        Ruth McGlynn  
                          
Editor:                 John Burns 
 

IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the First Tuesday of each 
month at 6 pm at Perkins in HarMar. Members are encouraged to 
verify the time and location shortly before, 
as meeting times and locations can change. 

Contact Information  
Write to: 

Irish Music and Dance Association 
236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 

Call: 612-990-3122 
E-mail:  ������	����������������������������	�  

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, 
news, and notices of events to be published in the newsletter.  
The deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. 
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Uair amháin ... ("One time"). That's commonly used for 
the "Once upon a time ..." of stories and fairy tales. But 
uair is not the only word for "time" in Irish, and the 
words we do have available overlap in some ways, and 
are used differently, in others. 
 
Uair is most commonly used 
to express "time" in the sense 
of an "instance" or "occasion." 
That is, if you were to say, "I 
was there a couple of times," 
you'd probably say Bhí mé ann cúpla uair. Perhaps your 
mother would say to you, Dúirt mé ceád uair leat é, "I 
told you that a hundred times", when she was not 
confident that you were listening as you should. 
 
But uair also translates the unit of time, "hour", so we 
often add the phrase a chloig ("of a clock", more or 
less) to be clear. Thus, Bhí mé ansin uair is "I was there 
once", but Bhí mé ann uair a chloig is "I was there for 
an hour."  
 
While uair can used for a broader sense of time, as in 
an uair seo de bhliain ("at this time of year"), you 
might be more likely to see another word for "time", 
am, in that phrase. Am usually refers a little more 
abstractly to clock time, and it is common in phrases 
like i, "in the time long ago", or san am atá le teacht, 
"in the time that is coming", usages where you would 
not expect to see uair. "From time to time" is 
commonly translated ó am go ham, while ó uair go 
chéile expresses "hour by hour." 
 
Add to these the word aimsir, which is a much broader 
concept of time. In fact, many students do not realize 
that aimsir can be used this way, as it is also the most 
common Irish word for "weather". 
 
At any rate, we find phrases like ó thús aimsire for 
"since the beginning of time". And it is sometimes used 
to express certain periods of the year, as in aimsir na 
Nollag ("Christmastime") or aimsir an earraigh 
("springtime"). 
 
 

The plurals of uair and am can be used to express "at 
times" or "sometimes", so you will hear uaireanta and 
amanta used interchangeably. But aimsir does not have a 
plural form, and cannot be used that way. 
 

And if you are in the West of Ireland, 
around Connemara, you may hear 
another plural for "sometimes", scaití. 
But it is unlikely you will hear anyone 
use that "time" word in, say, the North. 
 

Looking for a chance to learn Irish, or to improve the 
Irish you already know? Join us for a great weekend 
workshop on August 4-5 in Collegeville, MN (about 20 
miles west of St. Cloud). We'll gather on the St. John's 
University campus on Saturday morning and enjoy a lot 
of fun and a lot of learning by the time we scatter on 
Sunday afternoon. Last year was our first time using this 
more compact format, in this new location, and it was a 
wonderful event. If you are a beginner, this workshop 
will get you into our weekly classes.  
 
St. John's is a lovely setting, and classrooms, dining 
(excellent!), and dorms are all close to each other. You 
can stay in a dorm room Saturday night, get lodging in 
nearby St. Cloud, or commute. This event honors the 
memory of one of our most enthusiastic students and 
volunteers, Bernie Morgan, and we think you'll be pretty 
enthusiastic about your experience if you join us that 
weekend. 
 
Stop by our web site at www.gaelminn.org for all the 
details about this workshop, as well as to download and 
send in your registration form. And while you are there, 
sign up for The Gaelminn Gazette, our free monthly e-
newsletter. Each month you'll get an e-mail with 
announcements of our events and activities, along with a 
couple of tips for studying Irish. 
 
Is maith an scéalaí an aimsir 
Time is a good storyteller, 
That is, "Time will tell." 

--  
Will  

�	������������������������������ By Will  Kenny 
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The Fourth Annual Celtic Festival at the Farm at Saint Mathias – Sat. July 21.  Plans include music 
(Rumgumption, Hounds of Finn) and dance plus demonstrations, crafts, and food.  The Farm at St. Mathias 
is near Brainerd – details at www.thefarmonstmathias.com/.  

Dublin Irish Festival, Dublin, OH – Aug. 3 – 5.   Gaelic Storm, Tannahill Weavers, Eileen Ivers, Slide, 
The Elders, and Black 47 are just a taste of the bands that will help Dublin celebrate their 25th Anniversary!  
Details at www.dublinirishfestival.org. 

Milwaukee Irish Fest, Milwaukee - Aug. 16 thru 19.   Our own Wild Colonial Bhoys are booked for this 
year.  The Festival Showcase this year is Bluegrass with lots of great artists booked. The details are at 
www.irishfest.com. 

Irish Fest, Rochester, MN – Labor Day Weekend.  The Rochester Fest will return!  Keep up with the 
planning at www.irishfestmn.org. 

Michigan Irish Music Festival, Muskegon, MI – Sept. 14 - 16.   Planning is underway with updates posted 
at www.michiganirish.org. 
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Bake up your favorite soda bread or scone recipe and enter our contest. 
Entries will be judged on the Saturday of Irish Fair. Prizes will be 
awarded to most delicious breads and scones in each category.  
The registration deadline is Wednesday, August 8.  
 
Go to www.irishfair.com or e-mail irishfairbaking@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
 

�	�������	����������	������������������
 
The Irish Fair photo contest is coming up soon! Enter your photos of people, 
scenery, and studies in black and white. The best photos in each category will 
win prizes, courtesy of Celtic Journeys.  
The deadline for submitting photos is Tuesday, August 7.  
 
Go to www.irishfair.com or e-mail irishfairphoto@gmail.com for more 
information. 
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Irish Dancer is Called by the Music 
By Jan Casey 

 
Irish dancer Amy Green has been 
dancing since she was very young, first 
studying ballet before being drawn to 
Irish dance.  Amy was one of those 
younger siblings who went along to 
dance class and hoped that her sister’s 
teacher would play games with the class 
at the end so she could get to dance with 
them.   Amy began in Irish dance with 
Brenda Buckley at Scoil na dTri and 
now dances with Cormac O’Se at 
O’Shea Irish dance. Cormac tells us that 
“Amy’s love of this exacting and 
technical art (Irish dance) shines 
through, as she would dance for a group 
of nursing home residents the same way 
she would dance for a panel of judges – 
with joy, exuberance and with a skill 
that can only be won through hard work 
and perseverance.”  Amy will be competing in solo and céilí at the North American National Irish Dance 
Championships this summer. 

But even before she began as a dancer, Amy begged her mother Kathleen (who plays with Heritage, the Twin Cities 
Céilí Band, Dunquin, and O’Rourke’s Feast, and in sessions around town) for the chance to learn to play the violin – 
she says she wanted to be like her Mom, who has played the violin since she was 10.  So Amy started as a Suzuki 
violin student at the tender age of 4.  She’s played classical violin for those many years but her mom really couldn’t 
get her interested in traditional Irish music until more recently.  And now she’s learning tunes and playing a bit with 
her mom’s groups. 

Amy, who is from Minneapolis, is receiving an IMDA Educational Grant to help with tuition for the Catskills Irish 
Arts Week in July in East Durham, NY.  Amy will be joining her mom for the Catskills week.  (Catskills Irish Arts 
week assembles a terrific faculty of teachers and entertainers who make the Catskills Irish Arts Week the place to be 
for serious fans of Irish traditional music and dance and for those who want to learn more and improve their skills in a 
wonderful social setting with an Irish Village atmosphere. The week includes daily lectures, concerts, ceilis and 
workshops with an outstanding group of traditional musicians, covering an incredible array of instruments. Check out 
Catskills Irish Arts Week on Facebook.) 
Amy is looking forward to learning techniques for playing traditional Irish music and hopes to polish her skills as a 
performing musician.  And she’s delighted to be able to participate in dance workshops with the legendary Danny 
Golden. 

The Irish Music and Dance Association is pleased to help this dedicated young woman pursue her interests in 
traditional Irish music and dance. 



#�

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������

� �� �������
��� �!
���"�������
�!��#��
 

The Farm on St. Mathias at 7579 St. Mathias Road Brainerd, MN  announces the 4th 
Annual Celtic Festival being held Saturday, July 21st from 11 AM to 6 PM.  The Farm 
on St. Mathias is proud to again be partnering with the Center for Irish Music and its 
affiliates.   

 
This year’s line-up has been expanded to include additional Irish and Scottish 
music, literary artists and more.  Live entertainment on the Main Stage by the 
Hounds of Finn, the Gunn Slingers, Rumgumption, Center for Irish Music student 
musicians with Live Ireland's Singer of the Year Norah Rendell - all emceed by 
Welsh storyteller John Dingley. Special guests are author Erin Hart and TG4 
Gradam Ceoil Traditional Composer of the Year Paddy O'Brien who will be 
speaking on fascinating Irish topics and chatting casually with you in the Farm 
Market building.  
 

Traditional Celtic craft  demonstrations of sheep shearing, fiber spinning, dying and 
weaving. Demonstrations by stonecutters, blacksmiths, metalsmiths, fiber spinners and the 
Blue Ox Brewers Society, brewers of fine brews using locally grown hops at the farm! 
Learn traditional ceili dances from Danielle Enblom.  

 
Activities for children  including facepainting and a special music show they'll love. 
Don't forget to visit the Alpacas of Whistling Wind Farm! Mr. Fun will be on hand to 
teach skill toys and entertain kids of all ages, including a kiddie parade. 

 
The Farm on St. Mathias is also proud to be partnering with Finnegans - not only to bring 
you a great Celtic festival - but also to support the Emergency Foodshelf Network’s 
Harvest for the Hungry program. All proceeds from Finnegans at the festival will be 
donated to the Harvest for the Hungry. Finnegans is "turning beer into food." Read more 
about Finnegans and their commitment to eliminate hunger 

 
Admission at the gate for the entire days’ worth of events is Adults $8.00 (age 12 and up) 
and $4.00 for children (ages 3-11) with age 2 and under free.   

 
For more information, visit www.stmathiascelticfest.com  
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Join us in a very friendly new place for an Irish 
session in Northfield. As of Wednesday, June 20th, 
we are now meeting at Hogan Brothers' Acoustic 
Café on Wednesdays from 7 - 9 p.m.   Hogan 
Brothers is located at 415 Division Street in 
downtown Northfield, between 4th and 5th streets 
on the East side of Division.  
 
They are excited about hosting! They have a history 
of "acoustic music" at the cafe, meaning they often 
host solo/duo folky gigs on Fridays and Saturdays. 
They always have three nice seasonal beers on tap 
(only tap beer, no other "festive" beverages!), as 
well as a fancy root beer on tap and nice coffees.  
The menu also includes very good soups, 
sandwiches and baked goods. Come early to eat! 
 
So, come on down! 
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Let's try it! 
 
Join Rince na Chroi for a FREE hour-long Irish dancing session offered for boys of all ages! 
 

When: Wednesday, August 1 
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Where: Concordia University, Theater Arts Building, Dance Studio,  
      312 Hamline Avenue North, St. Paul 

 
The lucky group of boys who participate will get to learn a few basics of Irish dancing along with a 
beginner step. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact: Siobhan 
Tidmarsh (siobhan@rincenachroi.com) or Katy Gorrilla (katyg@rincenachroi.com). 
 
Boys who attend this class will qualify for 25% off fall tuition if they choose to enroll in classes with Rince 
na Chroi! 
 
Registration packets are now available for fall classes with Rince na Chroi. Any children or adults who 
are interested in beginner-level classes, please contact us for a registration packet! 
www.rincenachroi.com 



.�

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������
IM

D
A

 C
om

m
un

ity
 C

al
en

da
r 

Ju
ly

 2
01

2 
S

un
da

y
 

M
on

da
y

 
T

ue
sd

ay
 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

T
hu

rs
da

y
 

F
rid

ay
 

S
at

ur
da

y
 

�� ���
���

��	

��

���
	�

���
���

��
���

	��
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

	��
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

��

�	�

��

���

���
���

���
�

���
���

��
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

%
�

���
���

�&
���

���
��


	'�
��	

��'
���

�(
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
 �

�� )��
���

���
���

�*
���

�
��	

 ��
���

��
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

���
��


��
� �

�
��+

�,�
���

��-
���

���
�

�$
���


��
� �

�

�� ���
���

	
�
���

�	
���

���
���

���
���

%
���

��&
	��

��	
��'

���

��

�	�
���

� �
�

���
���

���
���

,	�
���

���
���

��
(��

���
	$

�)
� *

�"
���

��'
�	


���
 ��

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
���

���
�.�

��
�,	

���
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

)� ���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

/��
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

�0
��

�1
�	


�
'�	

*�
���

�

�#

���
� 

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

�� ���
���

�*
���


��
�2

�&
���

�
'��

	 �
���

��
�
�

#�
�  

+�
��	

�
/��

�.�
��

���
���

���
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
��-

���
,��

3�
�

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

� � � � � �

�� %
���

&
���

���
	��

�
	
'�.

��
��

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�
���

���
���

���
��,

	��
��

(��
�'�

 ��
��,

��
���

�
�
#�

���
 �

���
���

�*
���


��
�2

�&
���

�
'��

	 �
���

��
�
�

#�
�  

+�
��	

�
/��

�4
�2

	��
�.�

5!
�'�

�
-��

���
-�.

�	
�-

��
��


���
 ��

/� ���
���

��	

��

���
	�

���
���

��
���

	��
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

	��
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

��

�	�

��

���

���
���

���
�

���
���

��
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

$� �
��� )��

���
���

���
�*

���
�

��	
 ��

���
��

���
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

/��
�3

��

���

�6
	�7

���
���

��
���

	��
���

��

��

� �
�

��+
�,�

���
��-

���
���

�
�$

���

��

� �
�

� �

��� ���
���

	
�
���

�	
���

���
���

���
���

%
���

��&
	��

��	
��'

���

��

�	�
���

� �
�

���
���

���
���

,	�
���

���
���

��
(��

���
	$

�)
� *

�"
���

��'
�	


���
 ��

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
���

���
�.�

��
�,	

���
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

�%
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

/��
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

/��
���

���
���

�	
�'

�
�

%
� �

�(
���

�!�
�
�

#�
���

 �
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

��� ���
���

�8
	�

���
���

!�
�

'��
	 �

���
��

�
�
#�

�  
+�

��	
�

/��
�.�

��
���

���
���

�
��	

 ��
��!

���

��

� �
�

$�
���

���
3�


�
.�

���
	�

4�
�'�

�
/�"

���
0�

���
��

�
�
�� 

��
� �

��� )��
���

�&
���

'��
�	


���
�2

�8
���

��
1�

���
��'

��)
��	


�1
���

���
���

���
�8

	�
���

���
!�

�
'��

	 �
���

��
�
�

#�
�  

+�
��	

�
$�

���
���

3�

�

.�
���

	�
4�

�'�
�

/�"
���

0�
���

��
�
�

�� 
��

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�



/�

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������

%
%

�
���

���
��	


��
���

	�
���

���
��

���
	��

���
��


��
� �

�
���

���
	��

���
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

���
��


��
� �

�
���

��

�	�

��

���

���
���

���
�

���
���

��
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
 �

�

%
��

� � � �

%
��

)��
���

���
���

�*
���

�
��	

 ��
���

��
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

���
��


��
� �

�
��+

�,�
���

��-
���

���
�

�$
���


��
� �

�
� � �

%
)�

���
���

	
�
���

�	
���

���
���

���
���

%
���

��&
	��

��	
��'

���

��

�	�
���

� �
�

���
���

���
��,

	��
���

���
���

�
(��

���
	$

�)
� *

�"
���

��'
�	


���
 ��

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
���

���
�.�

��
�,	

���
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

%
��

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

/��
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

%
��

/��
�3

�

�.�

��
�	

�4
��'

�
�

,,�
�	

��$
���

�	�
���

��

�&

 ��
���

���
���

� 	
��

9�
���

�	�
��

�
'��

	 �
���

��
�
�

#�
�  

+�
��	

�
/��

�.�
��

���
���

���
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

%
/�

���
�8

�� 
.�.

��
���

7�
���

��0
��

(��
�'�

 ��
��,

��
���

�
�
#�

���
 �

���
���

� 	
��

9�
���

�	�
��

�
'��

	 �
���

��
�
�

#�
�  

+�
��	

�
�

%
$�

���
���

��	

��

���
	�

���
���

��
���

	��
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

	��
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
��


�	�
��


���
���

���
���

�
���

���
��

���
���

���
��


��
� �

�
���

���
� �

!�"
��#

�
��	

 ��
��!

���

��

� �
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

 �

��� �
��� )��

���
���

���
�*

���
�

��	
 ��

���
��

���
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

��+
�,�

���
��-

���
���

�
�$

���

��

� �
�

� � � �

�� )��
���

�&
���

�4
�'�

���
���

�,	
���

��
'��

��	
���

�2
��0

�	�
��$


�#
���

��
 �

���
���

	
�
���

�	
���

���
���

���
���

%
���

��&
	��

��	
��'

���

��

�	�
���

� �
�

���
���

���
��,

	��
���

���
���

�
(��

���
	$

�)
� *

�"
���

��'
�	


���
 ��

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
���

���
�.�

��
�,	

���
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

%
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

/��
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

�0
��

�1
�	


�
'�	

*�
���

�

�#

���
� 

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

�� �	�
�	�

�	�
:��

#�
��	

�
�
1�

���
���

���
�

&
	��

���
���

�"
�$


�&
	��

���
/��

�.�
��

���
���

���
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
4�

�(	

��

��'
�	�

��*
���

��

�1

�$
3�

���
� � � � �

�� %
���

&
���

���
	��

�
	
'�.

��
��

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�
���

���
���

���
��,

	��
��

(��
�'�

 ��
��,

��
���

�
�
#�

���
 �

/��
�4

�2
	��

�.�
5!

�'�
�5

;�
���

���
���

<
���

�
�

-��
���

-�.
�	

�-
��

��

���

 ��
$�

���
���

���
���

���
4�

�(	

��

��'
�	�

��*
���

��

�1

�$
3�

���

�)� ���
���

��	

��

���
	�

���
���

��
���

	��
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

	��
���

���
���

���
���

���
���

��

�	�

��

���

���
���

���
�

���
���

��
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�
$�

���
��3

�

�.�

��
�	

�4
��'

��
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

 �
� �

��� ���
���

�
�
���


	'
� �

!�
���

(��
(�

��	
 ��

��!
���


��
� �

�

��� )��
���

���
���

�*
���

�
��	

 ��
���

��
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

���
���

���
��


��
� �

�
��+

�,�
���

��-
���

���
�

�$
���


��
� �

�
�

�/� ���
���

	
�
���

�	
���

���
���

���
���

%
���

��&
	��

��	
��'

���

��

�	�
���

� �
�

���
�&

���
'��

�	

���

�2
�8

���
��

#�
�	�

0�
�+

�'�
��

���
$�

'��
��	

�
���

���
���

��,
	��

���
���

���
�

(��
���

	$
�)

� *
�"

���
��'

�	

���

 ��
���

���
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
��


��
� �

�
���

���
� �

!�"
��#

�
��	

 ��
��!

���

��

� �
�

���
���

�.�
��

�,	
���

�
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

�$
�

���
���

� �
!�"

��#
�

/��
� �

!�"
��#

�
���

���
���

��

��

� �
�

���
���

�0
��

�1
�	


�
'�	

*�
���

	��
���

�

�#

���
��

 �
$�

���
���

���
���

���
�

"
� �

��	
��

�
�
#�

���
� 

�

%
��

/��
�4

�
'��

��	
�(�

��
�9

���
���

��
(��

�'�
 ��

��,
��

���
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

/��
�.�

��
���

���
���

�
��	

 ��
��!

���

��

� �
�

$�
���

���
���

���
���

4�
�(	


��
��'

�	�
��*

���
��


�1
�$

3�
���

$�
���

���
&

���
'��

�	

���

�2
�8

���
��

'��
��	

��
�
�

#�
��-

��
���

�	*
�

%
��

4	
��	

�=
���

��5
�>

�
1�

���
���

'�
��$

�)
��	

�	�
��

��
���

���
��	

�.
��

���
&

���
��	

��
���

�&
	��

�	�
���

+
��	

���
	��

&
	��

��	
��

$�
���

���
���

���
���

�
"

� �
��	

��
�
�

#�
���

� 
�

$�
���

���
&

���
'��

�	

���

�2
�8

���
��

'��
��	

��
�
�

#�
��-

��
���

�	*
�

$�
���

��4
�2

	��
�.�

5!
�'�

�
1�

��*
�$

�,
���

���

��

� �
�



�0 �

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������

1��'������1����
 

The summer program at the Center for Irish Music offers camps for 
children of all ages and abilities to explore, learn and grow musically 
within the context of Irish tradition. Magical and explorative camps, 
introductory camps, and specialized camps for young musicians to hone 
and expand their skills while trying something new.  

All camps are half day and cost $160 except where noted.  

 

§ Terrifically Tall Tales, (ages 6-10) July 9-13 *** Day long camp, 
$275  
A day long camp of magical tales, make believe, and fundamentals of 
music. Explore the enchanting world of Irish folklore through music, 
song and dance.  

§ Irish Traditions, (ages 4-6) July 16-20  
Learn traditional songs, rhymes, simple dances and meet and explore Irish instruments while learning 
all about Irish culture.  

§ Irish Rhythms, Drumming and Bodhran, (ages 7-12) July 16-20 
Get your groove on - This camp is all about rhythm! Learn to accompany Irish music with rhythm. 
Irish bodhran, snare drum for pipe band, Irish dance and tap are a few ways we'll be makin' music this 
week!  

§ Irish Music for Brains Hands and Feet, (ages 4-6) July 23-27  
Sing, dance, explore and create while building a base for further musical education and developing 
skills that will support them in their early years of growth.  

§ Irish Band Camp, (ages 9-12) July 23-27  
Learn to play with others, foster creativity, and create a band! Perform at the end of the week for 
parents.  

§ Magical Travels, (ages 4-6) August 12-17  
Sail, fly and march your way around Ireland's wondrous landscape with song, dance and rhyme. 
Venture through building blocks of rhythm and music.  

§ Recording Studio, (ages 8-12), August 12-17  
Create arrangements, design cover art, make a CD and throw a CD release party!  

Visit our website: www.centerforirishmusic.org or send inquiries to denblom@centerforirishmusic.org 
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On Canaan's Side  
by Sebastian Barry 

Viking Penguin, 2011 
 

On Canaan's Side is all the things which make for great Irish fiction: 
tenderness, truth-telling, heartbreak, violence, loveliness. It manages 
to be a sweeping narrative, covering seven decades (World War I to 
Vietnam) on two continents, but is also intimate and personal, 
reflecting a nonagenarian's innermost thoughts and feelings. The 
novel opens with an 89-year-old woman contemplating suicide after 
the death of her beloved only grandson. Lilly Bere decides she must 
first write her life's story before she goes; she starts in Dublin and 
Wicklow in the nineteen-teens and continues the narrative of her 
flight to America: New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Washington, D.C. 
Along the way, Lilly's voice reveals a woman both philosophical and 
resigned, abounding with quotable lines. Two of my favorites: 
"People love Ireland because they can never know it, like a partner in 
a successful marriage". And: "The gift of life, oftentimes so difficult 
to accept, the horse whose teeth we are often inclined to inspect". On 
the verge of self-annihilation, Lilly knows the power of a punchline, 
something she can't help leaving behind for others to find after she is 
gone. With her story she touches on the great social events of the 
decades: World War I, The Troubles, the Great Depression, political 
assassinations of the 1960s, the Vietnam War. The story spans the 
seventeen days it takes Lilly to write of her family, love, loss, work, violent politics, 
treachery, betrayal and forgiveness. Its great territory is the twentieth century 
experience seen through the eyes of an immigrant: reinvention, despair and quiet 
triumph. It is a master stroke to write a story that is believable as both an ordinary 
woman's life, and the bigger backdrop of twentieth century America's struggles. 
Sebastian Barry achieves this rare balance. Having read all of the author's novels, I 
would rank On Canaan's Side as among his finest works, worthy of mention as one of 
the best Irish novels to emerge in the last two decades. 
 
Sherry Ladig, frequent contributor to this column, is a Saint Paul, MN Irish trad 
musician and former reviewer for the Hungry Mind Bookstore's newsletter, Fodder. 
Sherry welcomes suggestions for books to review for this column---or write a review 
yourself. Sherry may be reached at ladig-dunquin@msn.com. Happy summer reading! 

���������� ���������� ���������� ���������� � ���
(The Bookcase) 
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Northwoods Songs: Irish Songs from Lumberjacks and Great Lakes Sailors 
By Brian Miller 

 
My research has been primarily in songs that were collected from men (and some women) who lived in the white pine region that 
stretched from New Brunswick, Canada west through northern Minnesota/northern Ontario. There was a whole culture of singing 
in lumber camps and on Great Lakes ships throughout the 1800s that was hugely influenced by the Irish ballad tradition and 
celebrated much of the Irish ballad repertoire while also adding new North American songs based on the old ones. Lots of the 
singers were Irish too. In the Midwest it was mainly 2nd generation guys - children of famine immigrants in many cases. That's the 
stuff I plan on drawing on for the series. And there's a lot of it! Once you include Wisconsin, Ontario, Michigan, Upstate New 
York, Maine and New Brunswick there are piles of great songs out there.            
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First Saturday Afternoon Céilí - Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, from 2:00 to 5:00. The suggested donation is 
$2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paul McCluskey. 
 
First Saturday Night Set Dancing Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Paul.  
 
Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Paul.  
 
 
 

Irish Dance Classes: 
 
 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 
 
 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a wooden floor that 
has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Súin Swann. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 
7:30 (please note the time change), with advanced lessons and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and must 
be of legal drinking age. Free. 

 
 

Set Dancing - Wednesday Nights 
 

Tapestry Folk Dance Center - 3748 Minnehaha Avenue in Minneapolis. This class is taught by Tim McAndrews and runs as an 
eight week course starting on March 7.  The cost is $40 per person for eight weeks. The class runs from 7:30 to 9:00 PM.  

The Center for Irish Music 
 

Come check us out at 

The Celtic Junction 
836 Prior Avenue, St Paul MN 
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Dedicated to Handing Down the Tradition 
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Just tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to: 
The IMDA Membership Coordinator  c/o Jan Casey 
400 Macalester St. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Name:  Today’s Date:  

Address: 

Membership Type: 
 

New? Gift? Renewal? Corporate? Family? 

Interests: 
(Mark all that apply) 

Music 
 

Dance Theatre Gaelic Volunteer 
 

Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?  

IMDA Membership 
Want to know what’s going on in the local Irish scene? Interested in music, dance, theatre and culture? Be the first on your 

block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It’s a mere $20 for an annual individual membership and $25 for a family 
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, but whatever you do, support your local artists! 

Phone Number: 

E-mail: 

We will send your monthly newsletter electronically via e-mail unless you would prefer to have it mailed. 
_____ Prefer US Mail. 

'������
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 �
(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’) 

 
§ Go mbíodh biseach ort gan mhoill! (May there be improvement on you without delay) to John Sjogren of 

the band Bedlam. 

§ Tá tú inár gcróithe (You are in our hearts) to IMDA Honoree Lar Burke  – sending good thoughts your 
way.   

§ New venues for traditional sessions:  The Traditional Singers Club will be moving to W. A. Frost’s in 
St. Paul starting June 24.  (The Traditional Singers Club meets the last Sunday of the month.)  And the 
Northfield “South” session is moving to Hogan Brothers’ Acoustic Café on Wednesday evenings.  
Details for both are on the IMDA calendar (and thanks to Laura MacKenzie for her magic touch.) 

§ Comhghairdeas léi (Congratulations to) Danielle Enblom, who has received a scholarship to pursue a 
Master’s program researching the historical and cultural context of dancing in West Cork!  She’ll be 
studying in Tralee in Ireland.   

§ Deepest Sympathy to Suin Swann and family. Suin's father, Robert Papas, passed away recently. beannacht Dé lena anam 
(God’s blessing on his soul). 
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Postmaster: 
Time/Dated Material 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

Celtic Open Mic Night 
Saturday, July 28  

Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave N, St. Paul 
 

Doors open at 7 pm. Program begins at 7:30 pm. 
$5.00/person 

 

Thanks for the support over the last 
year that ensures the continuation of 

this volunteer-run event. 
 

You are welcome to bring a snack or 
refreshment to enjoy during the show. 

 
We ask that each performance be 

kept within 5 minutes and fit within a 
family-friendly Celtic genre. 

 

Sign-up in advance; spots tend to fill 
up rather quickly for this one.  

 

Contact Patrick McCormick 
patrickmccorm@gmail.com or  

Patrick Cole pcole@larkinhoffman.com with your 
name to sign-up. 

 

Brought to you by the  
Great Northern Irish Pipers' Club  

(www.gnipc.org) 


