Tune of the Month 2

Gaelic Corner

The third annual Celtic Festival will be held from 1fha. |Steerage Song 4

@ to 4 p.m. at The Farm on St. Mathias, an 80 acre organ| june Calendar 6-7

SO _ _ —— s
56401. Admission is $8. This year the festival has partn|————— > 2"

4 with the Komen Brainerd Lakes Race for the Cure®. [!rish Fair Contests (9

3 ; farm located at 7579 St. Mathias Road, Brainerd, MN
| i~|-|~'c Erm |

. M Tth- Participate in the Race, wear your pink t-shirt toféstival | The Ceili Calendar |10

and they'll donate two dollars of your admittance to the [g - 1

Cause!

Live entertainment by Todd Menton, Shawn McBurnie and Chad McAnally
(Rumgumption), storyteller John Dingley, the O'Sheshlbancers, and Mr. Fun andg
Feather the Faerie of Funtime Funktions.

Traditional Celtic crafts of sheep shearing, fiber spinning, dying and weaving.
Demonstrations by stonecutters, blacksmiths and metalsmiths

Activities for children including facepainting, skill toy instruction, and a kiddie
parade!

Featuring vendorsselling clothing, soaps, music, craft items, skill§8
toys, and more.

A special presentationof 'Ireland: music and landscape' by Belfas
born black and white photographer Danny Diamond.

Visit the festival atvww.stmathiascelticfest.com

Do you have a skill to demonstrate or goods to vend? é>tzagact
stmathiasfarm@gmail.com

IMDA at Milwaukee Irish Fest .

The annual trip to Milwaukee Irish Fest is upon us! This yeawill again be finding our own way down; contact®
me if you need car pool options. However, we do have a bfadoms set aside for us IMDA’ers to stay at the
Milwaukee Hilton City Center. This is the hotel that fest uses for all of the entertainers as well sofitléd with
session music, song and fun all night long!

The festival this year is Thursday, August't8Sunday, August 21. We will be heading down on Friday and

returning on Monday. Rooms are reserved for Friday, Satanaé Sunday evenings. All rooms are two double heds

and non-smoking. Room rates are $155 per night + tax (a t&k&B&f22 for the full three nights including tax). .
Find a roomie or two to make if affordable — it is tharft miss” event of the year! .

Please contact me (Lisa Conway) at 612.990.3122torka212@aol.corto reserve one of the rooms in our block.
Hope to have you join us! Reserve early to get a roohey go quickly! Also, get Festival Information at .
www. IrishFest.com -




by Amy Shaw

Catherine McEvoy (flute), Caocimhin O Raghallaigh (fidds)d Micheal g
Raghallaigh (concertina) released a wonderful CD last tytizd Comb Your Hai
and Curl It. It's one of those classic recordings with no accompani
whatsoever, just a writhing mass of tunes, and | feellligght to learn every la
one of them. Their name for this month’s tune, from the totreck, is Petticod
Loose, and they play it in F. However, it is alsoalbtrop the Razor and is m
commonly played in G (locally, anyway). So | have transpaste G. | love the H
-naturals in the third part, where the tune veers into x@lgdian.

So what did people do before disposable razor blades andceldriers? Wel
they stropped the razor. Alice Taylor, who has writtevess popular memoir
about growing up in rural Ireland in the 1950s, gives a humaxoosunt of he

The IMDA Board is:

President: Lisa Conway
Treasurer: Mark Malone
Secretary: Jan Casey
Board Members: Suin Swann
Ruth McGlynn
Patrick Cole
Editor: John Burns

IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership.

The Board meets regularly on the First Tuesdayaohe

month at 6 pm at Perkins in HarMar. Members ar@eraged to
verify the time and location shortly before,

as meeting times and locations can change.

father's weekly shaving ritual iQuench the LamfNew York: St. Martin’s Pres
1990):

“Licenses were required for dogs, bulls, and guns, yet therfs cut-throat razg
was covered by no such permit and lay in a harmless-lookimghiick box on toy
of the tall press in the kitchen. It had a six inch long, p#parblade that curve
off at one end and hooked into a white bone handle at the atitkit folded bacl
into this handle when not in use. Every Sunday morning lafearkfast my fathe

Contact Information

Write to:
Irish Music and Dance Association
236 Norfolk Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330

Call: 612-990-3122
E-mail:

reached up to the top of the high press, took down the black box antsfetred
black leather strap from the side of the press to a rusty beweeath the windo
edge... He then stretched the strap to its full length and eneidtit with a thum
dipped in the bowl of water; if the water was too hot pet ®n the leather instes
When he judged the strap to be just right he opened the blacktéanfolded thd

Newsletter Submissions

hWe welcome our readers to submit articles of irstigre
dews, and notices of events to be published imévesletter.
L The deadline is the 20th o f the preceding month.

cut-throat. Catching it by its delicate, bone handle Hel¥idlicked it up and down

Send to: editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org

the ebony strap; the silver blade of the razor gave assafthing, sensuous hiss

as

it glinted in the morning light. To judge whether the blade leadhed the necessary sharpness he required a hair, with véhmmrhhead
could not oblige him as he was completely bald. So | dangl&drinof him a long, light hair which | had eased from thedabmy head and
he lanced it with the razor, which was then pronounced reaggcfion.” (p. 83-84)

Mr. Taylor then proceeded to shave, giving himself maoksnand scrapes in the

process, which inspired a vafiettorful exclamations.

Usual disclaimers: Any transcription errors are mwo The notation here is not meant to be a substitutesfening. It is simply an aid to

learning the tune.




By Will Kenny

T4 si ina muinteoir le blianta anuaghis simple However you say it, in whichever language you migh
sentence is translated, "She has been a teacher for choose, it would be hard to overstate our gratitude ta
years," and the "she"(arsd pronounced the same  Kia for her contributions to Gaeltacht Minnesota. Kia
way!) in question is Kia Cashman, who has labored began by assisting Frank Joyce, back in the day. Wh
in Gaeltacht Minnesota's fields of learning for many Frank gave up teaching, Kia stepped in, and she has

year. nurtured many groups of students, especially those
enjoying their first taste of the language, in the years

But no longer, as of JunBeidh Kia ina pinsinéir since.

she will be a "pensioner,” that is, she is retiring fron

teaching Irish. (Of course, Kia is a spectacularly creative teacher

her pension from Gaeltacht
Minnesota will be just as

f always finding new ways to help her
_ GUEITﬂCht students move forward with the
generous as her salary has '

language, but having so much fun
been ...) Kia's "real life" i T along the way that it doesn't seem like
simply getting too busy, SO \-k_______ = 1”“‘35010 much work. Among the highest
we cheer her success in her compliments | can pay Kia is to note
career, and on behalf of her students and colleague that when | walk into her classroom, | am greeted in
we are deeply, deeply grateful for the countless hot Irish by the students, who may have only been learn
of volunteer labor she have given to us and to the the language for a short while. All language teachers
community. struggle to get their students to use what they know,
especially when they only know a little, and Kia's
These simple sentences point to a peculiarity of Iris ability to make that happen is rare, and lovely.
especially when we are talking about what someon
"is." There is more than one "to be" verb in Irish, an Go n-éiri an t-adh, an obair, an saol leat, a Kabod
we could use what is called "the copula” to say Kia luck, good work, good life!
a teacherts muinteoir j simple as that.

You'll want to keep an eye on our web site at
But this copula, represented isyis known as a www.gaelminn.orgas we are working on developing
"defective verb" because it does not have all the  weekend workshop for the last weekend in July.
tenses. There is no difference between the future a
the present with this verb, so we resort to other trick And while you are there, sign up for our free monthly|
when we are fussy. newsletterThe GaelMinn Gazette You'll not only

get some tips (in English!) for learning Irish, you will

Thus thena muinteoirandina pinsinéirexpressions. be sure to see announcements of coming events and

The sentence we started with literally says "She is i courses.

her teacher ..." And this idiom allows us to use a ve

that uses all the tenses, so we can be more specific Molann an obair an duine.

when we need to be (and not bother when we don't The work praises the person.
Wwill

Nor is that the only oddity of that simple sentence. |

English, we say, "Kia has been a teacher"” or "Joe h

been studying Irish," but in Irish, we use the presen

tense: "Kia is in her teacher for years ..."

jay)

en



New Musical Celebrates the European Immigration to Ameiga
Theater Latté Da’s “Steerage Song” at St. Paul's Fitzgerald Trater June 2-5

Chances are we all have immigration stories, paruoheritage going back to the time our grandparents|or
great-grandparents left the “old country” and sailedHerland of promise: the United States of America.
Packed into the steerage of steamships, they left theielands with few possessions—perhaps a cherished
piece of china, the family Bible, seed potatoes or thst iasic tools of their trade—but they had a wealtt
of optimism, perseverance amuisic.

—

They survived often treacherous, months long sea voyagastate of 5,000 immigrants per day, they
made it through the often grueling processing at Ellis ¢éslaaving to prove their worthiness for this new
land, sometimes leaving with a name only remotely coedeict the one they were born with.

Once here, despite severe hardship, even discrimmakiose immigrants ultimately transformed this
country, shaping the national landscape and charactecutture and the music.

Now, for the first time, their collective experiengél be shared in the world premiere of Theater Latté
Da’s original musicabteerage Sondg elebrating the journey of immigrants to America dytime height of
immigration, from 1892 to 192&teerage Sondebuts at St. Paul's historic Fitzgerald Theater June 2-5,
2011.

Created by Peter Rothstein, Theater Latté Da’s acethatistic director, along with musician and writer
Dan Chouinard, the new musical docudrama is premierip@rtmership with Minnesota Public Radio.

“The show features lyrics in 17 different languages tieidriving force is the universal language of
music,” says Rothstein. Providing a context for the mase quotes from immigrant guidebooks, Ellis
Island documents, immigration legislation and artielesut life in what was often the first home for
immigrants, New York’s Lower East Side tenement district.

Rothstein and Chouinard have woven a rich tapestry afdean immigrant songs, patriotic tunes and the
melodies of Tin Pan Alley in a tribute to the voi¢kat created a new sound of America. They have spen
the past few years gathering immigrant songs from 20 Earopauntries.

—

The result is a moving, thought-provoking and inspiratiohais “For 150 years immigration has been a
volatile discussion in this country,” Rothstein saysnd the immigrants expressed their hopes, sacrifices,
pains and joys through their music.”

Rothstein and Chouinard each have a long and fruitfudiyistf musical storytelling. Rothstein’s last

creation was the highly-regardédl Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 191dhich used a similar structure
of music and found texts to create a unique musical docud@mainard’s most recent commission was
for the Minnesota Historical Society about St. PaBisdo neighborhood—the history of its streets, peop
and music.

e

The impressive cast of singers and actors includes SasiteeM) John Bitterman, Erin Capello, Dennis
Curley, Dylan Fresco, Jennifer Grimm, Jay Hornbacher atdlid Nowytski as well as young actors
Braxton Baker, Jake Ingbar and Amy Stockhaus. They amgranied by some of Minnesota’s finest




musicians, including Peter Ostroushko on violin and mandoallslgKenzie on harp, pipes and
concertina; Dirk Freymuth on guitar and strings; Dale dahall on reeds; and Music Director Dan
Chouinard on accordion and piano.

The show is in a limited run with just four performandee.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, June
4, and 2 p.m. Sunday June 5, at the Fitzgerald Theater, ¥6hartfe St, St. Paul, MN 55101. To assure
availability, contact the Fitzgerald Theater Box Gifar Ticketmaster as soon as possible online at
Ticketmaster.com, by phone at 1-800-982-2787, or in persor &lttferald Theater box office or
Ticketmaster locations. Groups of 10+ save! Call 612-339-300gdaip sales.

The Fitzgerald Theater - 10 E Exchange St, St Paul, MN 55101

FitzgeraldTheater.publicradio.org
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Irish music legend Paddy O’Brien launches new recaling
‘The Sailor's Cravat’

Button accordion maestro Paddy O’Brien to celebrate his latest &ase on New Folk Records label

Paddy O’Brien, often described as ‘a walking encyclopefliish music’
will celebrate the release of his lastest recordihge‘Sailor's Cravat,” with a
concert at 7:30 pm on June 25 at Celtic Junction, 836 Pwenue North (just
north of University Avenue) in Saint Paul. Joining Paduhtfie CD release
g~ are his ‘Cravat’ collaborators, Tom Schaefer onléd&aul Wehling on
bouzouki, singer Erin Hart, and a few special guests.igglon is $15 in
advance, $18 at the door; each paid attendee will receiee adpy of the
latest New Folk Records Sampler CD. There will besh ¢ar, with beer and
= wine available.

[1°)

‘The Sailor’'s Cravat’ represents a labor of love, amderthan five years of concentrated rehearsals. Th
CD features 14 tracks with Paddy O’Brien and Tom Schaefe@hat has become the O’Brien signature
style, an amazing note-for-note unison between accoattidriiddle, with tasty backup from Paul Wehling
on bouzouki. The track list includes some brilliantlygtyitunes from two of the finest modern composers
of Irish traditional music: legendary Galway fiddle gayaddy Fahy and the late Sean Ryan of Tipperary.
The CD also features some old traditional tunes, ancbbRaddy O’Brien’s own compositions, ‘The
Gosling,” along with three fine unaccompanied songs from Hairt, who in addition to being Paddy's
wife, is also an award-winning and bestselling crime netzeli

For ticket information or additional details on the @GDrich, please call 651-698-2258 or 612-722-7000.

For more background on Paddy O’Brien, please visitr://www.paddyobrien.net/
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The tea room is a quiet area in the cultural pavilionre/fiesh Fair goers can relax and enjoy tea, swégts,

and acoustic music. This is our sixth year of tea sernuickit will be better than ever. But we need yo (g
help! The tea room needs a name!

LI

9]

We are hosting a “Name the Tea Room” contest to finghé&néect name for our venue. Send your tea%
room title tomnirishfairtearoom@agmail.com to enter the contest. The winner will receive a cgittifi- )
cate to Cara Irish Pubs, as well as complimentargeeace at the Irish Fair. Please include your nang|

8

phone number, and e-mail address with your contest drteycontest ends June 30, 2011, so send
your creative, Irish tea room names today!

)
)
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32y
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The Irish Fair of Minnesota is once again calling on amatbatographers to post their

entries in this year’s Irish Fair Photo Contest. Nouhe fifth year, the contest has been
growing steadily each year. Photos may be taken lanlde or may be taken anywhere,
long as they convey something about Ireland, Irish culturdhe Irish experience.

The Irish Fair of Minnesota is also pleased to annoanog¢her year of the
Irish baking contest. This year’s judging panel of professibakers is eager to taste what
our community has in store.

For further details, go taww.irishfair.com
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IMDA's Members and Friends Picnic
July 9, 2011 — 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Park, 6335 Portland Avenue, Richfield, MN 55423

Come join your fellow IMDA members, our families, and @lose Personal Friends for an afternoon of sun (
hope), shelter (if no sun), frolic, and bring-your-own-pi&img at Richfield’s Veterans Memorial Park (map an
directions available at the link below). Bring your own pictie park has a shelter in case of rain, with tables.
We'll have a grill available for your grillables, andnges for the kids; the park has walking trails, a childrefay

area, and a miniature golf course; the park has astdatcohol policy, so please keep that in mind when selegighg
beverages. Come enjoy an afternoon with your IMDA friendsyelas before the GNIPC/IMDA Celtic Open Mi
Night at Celtic Junction that evening!

SRS

XX

Link to Map and Directions:
http://api.maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=6335+Portlarahtué&csz=Richfield%
2C+MN&country=us&new=1&name=&qty=

SRR
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The Center for Irish Music will once again be offerimgnps for kids this summer! Danielle Enblom is our summer
camp coordinator and will also be teaching many of the camps

She is excited to get to know more of our talented youth!

For more details on all of the following camps, please wisitvebsiteat
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org/offerings/summer-geam
You can register on-line or by filling out a paper registn form at CIM.




By Bhloscaidh O’Keane

First Saturday Afternoon CéiliDubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, f&a060 to 5:00. The suggested donation
$2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paludier

Third Saturday Night Céili The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Pauln@ss taught and called by Mike Whelan with
Irish dance music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band. Adsiaa $5 per person, $20 maximum per family.

Irish Dance Classes:

Céili Dancing - Wednesday Nights

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dag@ma genuine Irish pub with a wooden floor that
has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dane¢atwght by Suin Swann. Basic beginning steps are taught begatni
7:30 (please note the time change), with advanced leasdndancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no childred,ranst
be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PM. Free.

Conway Recreation Center 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This class is Imeddgdark and recreation gym, and is taught b
fine dancers/instructors who will provide plenty of speeittention for your particular level of experienceeass runs from 7:0
to 8:30 PM. Year-round and open to all ages. Free.

Set Dancing - Thursday Nights

The Ivy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, right alongMiidiown Greenway. Set dances are taught and le
Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from 7gi, year-round. $7 per person.

Lots more information at: Loma mor Irish Dance Clwtyw.lomamor.org
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The Center for Irish Music

Come check us out at

The Celtic Junction
836 Prior Avenue, St Paul MN
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Dedicated to Handing Down the Tradition
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(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’)

& We couldn’t keep the secret to ourselvasfe all knew that we were pretty cool here in Minnesdbat-it's nice to
® have national recognition as “The Most Hipster Stateénidi!” Leading the way is our ovBrian Miller sporting
= the Lumberjack Look. Brian is featured beftne Guthrie and Bob Dylan! Get the scooptab:/

E www.buzzfeed.com/chrismenning/the-most-hipster-state-in-the-us

¥ Minnesota Talent is in Deman@ome of our favorite ‘local’ bands will be featuredragh festivals far and wide!
B The Hounds of Finnwill be at theColorado Irish Festivalluly 8 — 10 in Littleton, CQthe Fuschia Bandwill be at
Irish Fest La CrosseAug. 12 — 14 in La Crosse, WI aAdtan, the HiBs, the Outside Track, Twin Cities Ceili

= Band, and the Two Tap Triowill be at Milwaukee Irish Fest Aug. 18 — 21! (Okay's a stretch to call Altan, the

Fuschia Band and the Outside Track ‘local’ bands — but wetdbclaim Daithi, Mairtin and Norah.) B
B2 -3
= &
# Comhghairdeas le (Congratulatiots) previous IMDA Educational Grant recipieritatrick McCormick andCol- g
B leen White who are graduating from college this Spring! B
B2 B8
:
= Condolences to Tom Dahill , whose father — Larry Suess Atheqgmssed away. beannacht Dé lena anam (God’sé
® blessing on his soul).
ii:i £
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IMDA Membership
Want to know what’s going on in the local Irish scene? lierested in music, dance, theatre and culture? Be thedt on your
block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It's a mee $20 for an annual individual membership and $25 for a faiify
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, but watever you do, support your local artists!

Name: Today's Date:

Address: \Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?]
Membership Type: New? Gift? Renewal? [Corporate? Family?

Interests: Music Dance [Theatre Gaelic olunteer

(Mark all that apply)

E-mail:

Phone Number:

We will send your monthly newsletter electronically viae-mail unless you would prefer to have it mailed.
Prefer US Mail.

Just tear out the above form and send it with a check ate out to “IMDA” to:
The IMDA Membership Coordinator c/o Jan Casey

400 Macalester St.

St. Paul, MN 55105




236 Norfolk Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330
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