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The Decade of Dance Award was created to recognize the very special commitment that some students make to 
Irish dance. The dancers who receive this award have studied Irish dance for at least 10 years; for most, it 
represents the major portion of their young lives. They have shared a unique element of Irish culture with 
audiences in all kinds of settings from community festivals and concert halls to nursing homes and schools. 
Along the way, they delight audiences, have fun, make friends, and serve as very visible and engaging 
ambassadors for Irish culture to the greater community.  
 
The awards were presented on the Main Stage at IMDA’s St. Patrick’s Day Irish Celebration and at Day of Irish 
Dance, both at Landmark Center. The dancers received a certificate and a special Decade of Dance medal.  
 
This year’s recipients are:  

Lauren Adams-Plehal ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, Rince Nua Irish Dance, McKenna School of Irish Dance 
Elena Bertstrom ~ Rince na Chroi 
Colin Bergthold ~ Rince na Chroi 
Joanna Douglass ~ Green Fire Irish Dancers 
Elizabeth Dengate ~ Mactír Academy of Irish Dance, Léim Irish Dance (Ann Arbor, MI), O’Hare School of 

Irish Dance (Birmingham, MI) 
Audrey Gorman ~ Corda Mór Irish Dance 
MaireadHowley ~ St. Paul Irish Dancers 
Edward Koehne ~ Green Fire Irish Dancers, Scoil na dTri Irish Dance Academy, Tir na nOg, Clann na 

Cairdre 
Molly Laumakis  ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, Scoil na dTri Irish Dance Academy 
Lauren Leaseburg ~ Corda Mór Irish Dance, Rince Nua Irish Dance, Celtic Fire School of Irish Dance 
Ashley Luhm ~ Shamrock School of Irish Step Dance 
Elizabeth Grace McCarthy ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, St. Paul Irish Dancers 
Elaine K. Murray  ~ Green Fire Irish Dancers, Scoil na dTri Irish Dance Academy, Tir na nOg, Clann na 

Cairdre 
Duncan Newby ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, St. Paul Irish Dancers 
Mikayla Newby ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, St. Paul Irish Dancers 
Adrienne O’Shea ~ O’Shea Irish Dance 
Dulcie Searle ~ O’Shea Irish Dance, Rince Nua Irish Dance, Celtic Fire School of Irish Dance 
Carmen Swanson ~ St. Paul Irish Dancers 
Sonja Swanson ~ Irish Dancers of University of California, St. Paul Irish Dancers 
ZachariWetz ~ Green Fire Irish Dancers, Conway Rec. Center Irish Dance Group, ACTC Irish Dance Club 

The program was expanded this year to include dancers who participate with Irish dance performance groups as 
well as schools.  This change allowed IMDA to recognize some dancers (Ed Koehne and Elaine Murray) who 
have been studying and performing for 25 years. This is the 11th year that this award has been presented; in that 
time, IMDA has recognized a total of 157 dancers.  

Congratulations to these dedicated dancers and to their parents and families who support and encourage them. 
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During the week of St. Patrick’s, Nathan Gourley and Laura 
Feddersen’s Life is All Checkered played continually in my car stereo.  
It was a great soundtrack for March madness and I hope the residents 
of St. Paul have forgiven me for having it up so loud. Really, there are 
so many good tunes on this “twin fiddle” recording that it’s difficult 
to choose another one for this column (in January I gave you The Crib 
of Perches from track 1). But here’s another great reel from Nathan 
and Laura that a few people around here are playing.  I can’t tell you 
very much about this tune, other than that they got it from fiddler 
Crystal Bailey. 
 
As many of our readers know, until recently Nathan lived in the Twin 
Cities, and played  in Chulrua, the Doon Ceili Band, the Two Tap 

Trio, and other groups.  
(In fact, Nathan’s old 
band mate, our own 
Brian Miller, 
contributed some great guitar backing to Life is All Checkered.) If we’re 
lucky, Nathan will move back here one of these days, but he seems quite 
happy in his new hometown of Boston.  At least we can say we knew 
him when…   

Check out Nathan and Laura’s website at 
www.nathanandlauramusic.com. 

Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription errors are my own.  The notation 
here is not meant to be a substitute for listening.  It is simply an aid to 
learning the tune. 
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When learning any second (or third, or ...) 
language, you rely heavily on a dictionary to help 
you understand words you encounter in the target 
language. And with a little more 
experience in the language, you 
get better at finding the 
translations you are looking for.  
 For example, if you were a 
brand new student of English, 
you might be confused when you looked up "dogs" 
or "oats" in your dictionary and did not find them. 
But when you have learned enough about how 
English works to understand that plurals often have 
an "extra s" at the end of the word, you would know 
to look under "dog" and "boat" for the entries you 
need. 
 In similar fashion, you need enough Irish to 
figure out that madraí ("dogs") is the plural of 
madra, and báid ("boats") the plural of bád, before 
you can look those up in an Irish-English dictionary. 
 Unfortunately for beginning students, dictionary 
use is more complicated in Irish than in some other 
languages, for several reasons. 
 You have already seen a hint of one: plural 
endings. English is perhaps a bit unusual in that the 
vast majority of plurals use a single mechanism, 
namely, adding -s to the end of the word. Oh, sure, 
we have irregular plurals like "mice" and "moose" 
and "oxen,” but those are fairly rare. 
 Irish has many more plural endings to deal with. 
We've already seen adding -í, as in madraí. But the 
plural of bus ("bus") adds -anna, busanna, a very 
common plural ending. Some just add -a, as in 
peann ("pen") > peanna. And some add more 
interesting endings, such as ubh ("egg") > 
uibheacha. 
 Other plurals do not so much add as change the 
spelling of the ending, as in bád > báid above. 
Francach ("rat") is francaigh in the plural. Ionadaí 
(a "representative" or, in this election year, a 
"delegate") becomes ionadaithe in the plural. 
 That's hardly the worst of it. In Irish, there are 
many sound and spelling changes at the beginnings 
of words. So, back to boat, if you came across the 

phrase a bád ("her boat"), you wouldn't have any 
trouble finding bád in the dictionary. But if you didn't 
know some basic rules of Irish grammar, would you 

know what to do with a bhád 
("his boat")? How about a mbád 
("their boat")? 
 Nor are these front-end 
changes (called "mutations") 
limited to nouns. We can say, 

Feiceann sé bád, "He sees a boat," where feiceann is 
the word for "sees." To turn that into a question -- 
"Does he see a boat?" -- we add a question marker, 
An, and do a mutation known as "eclipsis" to the 
verb. The result is An bhfeiceann sé bád? But looking 
in the B section of the dictionary won't get you 
anywhere in translating this question. You have to 
know how to "unpack" the mutation and get back to 
the original "f". 
 As in any other language one might learn, a good 
dictionary is a wonderful tool. It just takes a little 
more time to learn how to work with that tool when 
the language you are learning is Irish! 
 Learn to decode Irish spelling at our spring one-
day workshop on Saturday, April 16, at the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. We have a 
comprehensive page of common questions that cover 
all the details on our web site at www.gaelminn.org. 
It is a great way for beginners to start, and it will get 
you into our Monday evening classes. 
 Also in April, we will offer a class on Irish Folk 
Traditions Throughout the Year. Explore authentic 
Irish traditions from antiquity and today for some 
well-known and some surprising holidays: St. 
Brigid’s Eve, St. Patrick’s Day, Bealtaine, St. John’s 
Day, Lughnasadh, Samhain and Christmas/New Year. 
Class meets for five Mondays starting April 18, 
offered through St. Paul Community Education. Visit 
our web site at www.gaelminn.org for details and a 
link to on-line registration. 
 
Doras feasa fiafraí 
"Questions are the door to knowledge" 

—Will 
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� �

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������
Irish Fair of Minnesota, 
the Celtic Junction, and 
the Consulate General 
of Ireland in Chicago 
are pleased to present 
programming to 
recognize the historic 
100th anniversary of the 
Easter Rising.  

Modeled after the 
successful decades-long 
Arts weeks in Ireland 
(Kilkenny, Galway, 
Kinsale, Westport, etc.) 
this inaugural Saint 
Paul Irish Arts Week 
commemorates through 
multiple events and 
performances arguably 
the most important 
event in modern Irish 
history.  

On Easter Monday, 
April 24, 1916, Irish 
rebels defied British 
authority and 
proclaimed an 
independent Irish 
republic. All of the 
signatories of the 
proclamation were 
executed, but the 
movement towards Irish 
independence was 
unstoppable.  

Please join us for some, 
or all, of the events and 
please share them with 
your friends and family. 



� �

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������

Irish Fair of Minnesota Presents:  St. Paul Irish Arts Week: 
Commemorating the 1916 Easter Rising. [Tentative Schedule]. 

��������	
�������
7:30-9:00 p.m. Welcome/St. Paul Irish Arts Week opening reception/Announcing the Eoin McKiernan Bequest. Refreshments 
served. The Celtic Junction. 

����	
�������
Noon - 5:30 p.m.  Free Workshops/Talks/Performances. The Celtic Junction. 

Noon: “The Gaelic Revival and Irish Culture” - Lecture and Demonstration by Danielle Enblom. This presentation discusses 
the cultural shifts that created Irish dancing as we know it, and how dance was used as a tool for social change. 

1:00 p.m.  Rejoyce: Reading James Joyce in the light of 1916– a panel hosted by MPR’s Tom Crann and the St. Paul Joyceans.  
2:00 p.m. Panel on ‘The Struggle to define 1916’ –MN 1916 Commemorative Committee.  
3:00-4:00 p.m. Tom Dahill  reading from his Irish-American musician’s memoir, Danny Who? 
4:00-5:30 p.m. Ghosts of 1916 – Celtic Collaborative dramatizes the Irish and British shapers of 1916 (Preview) 
7:00-10:00 p.m. Family ceili dance with music by the Twin Cities Ceílí Band. Admission $5.  

����	
�������
Noon- 4:30 p.m. ‘The History of the Irish in Minnesota’/Bus Tour combined with ‘Discovering the Connemaras’ Walking Tour at 
the Bruce Vento Nature Trail – Teresa McCormick. Visit sites connected to the Irish roots of St. Paul including Fort Snelling, 
Fountain Cave, and the Cathedral before concluding with a walk through the Connemara Patch. Meet at the Celtic Junction. Limited 
Seating; Fee $20. 

����	
�������
7:00-9:00 p.m. Movie on 1916 ‘A Terrible Beauty’ shown at 7 p.m. The Dubliner Pub.  Free. 

�����	
�������
7:30 – 9:00 p.m. Adam Coolong, ‘Songs of 1916’.Cork’s Pub in the Embassy Suites Hotel. Free. 

����	
�������
7:30-10:00 p.m. ‘Watching the Clock Strike in 1916’A variety show hosted by MPR’s Tom Crann including music, spoken word 
performances, dance, and songs with Tom Dahill. Minnesota Transportation Museum. Doors open at 7:30; show begins at 8:00.. 
Free Museum tour available. 

������	
�������
5:00– 8:00 p.m. Irish Network-Minnesota exhibit celebrating ‘The Women of 1916,’ talks (including Danielle Enblom’s short 
lecture on “Women of 1916: Shifting Gender Roles During the Revival"), and performances. Kathleen Heaney performing a 
monologue as Countess Markiewicz. Summit Manor 

�������	
�������
7:00-9:00 p.m. – Tom French, Irish poet, winner of the O’Shaughnessy Poetry Prize reading. University of St. Thomas, JRC 
auditorium, St. Paul campus. 

7:30-9:00 p.m. John Doyle, Dublin-based singer/guitarist will play 1916 songs in concert. The Celtic Junction. Tickets required. 

����	
�������
1:00-5:00 p.m. Twin Cities Robert Emmet's Hurling Club will host Gaelic Games Day with exhibitions of Hurling, Camogie and 
Gaelic football. McMurray Park.  

Noon-8:00 p.m. Tom Dunn will unveil a new collection of photographs titled: “Irish of Minnesota” as part of the Art Crawl 
weekend. Northern Warehouse building - Lower town St. Paul.  

7:30-11:00 p.m. Robert Emmett’s Hurling Club and the Irish Fair present The Tim Malloys commemorating  1916.  The Celtic 
Junction. Tickets  $15. 

����	
����� ��
Noon-2:00 p.m. World-wide dance/ ceílí commemoration of 1916 will be represented by dance groups hosted by O’Shea Irish Feis. 
Minneapolis Convention Center. 

7:30-9:00 p.m. Ghosts of 1916 – Celtic Collaborative dramatizes the Irish and British shapers of 1916. The Celtic Junction. 
Suggested Donation $5. 

 

This schedule is tentative. Visit www.IrishFair.com for details. 
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Established in 1932 by the International Institute of Minnesota, the Festival of Nations is designed to bring 
Americans of all backgrounds together – native and naturalized citizens alike – to share the ties with our past 
and take pride in the richness of diverse cultures in our community. 
 
Music and dance from around the world are highlights of the Festival of Nations, held each year at River 
Centre in St. Paul, and Irish music and dance will be included at this year’s Festival, May 5 thru 8. Irish and 
Scottish musicians Laura MacKenzie and Rúpálaí (Chad McAnally, Siobhán  Dugan and Michal Sinak) 
will be featured and Knocknagow Irish Dancers, Mooncoin Céili Dancers and O’Shea Irish Dance will 
perform as part of the festivities.   And look for Irish on Grand in the International Bazaar.  The Festival 
includes foods from around the world, as well as a variety of demonstrations.  

Details are at www.festivalofnations.com 
�
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April 21, 2016, 5-8 p.m.  At Summit Manor, 275 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN  

The evening will celebrate the heroic women who contributed to the success of Ireland's 1916 Easter Rising 
through their own words, along with music, song and poetry.  

Light appetizers and beverages available.      $5 donation  
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(The Bookcase) 

Midnightstown  

Tom French  

Gallery Press 2014  

April is National Poetry Month, and what better way to celebrate than to alert 
you to some fabulous events sponsored annually through the Center For Irish 
Studies at University of St. Thomas in Saint Paul? This excellent salute honors 
one outstanding Irish poet with an awards ceremony dinner, two poetry talks, 
and a cash prize of $5000. This year's honoree is Tom French, a well-respected 
poet from Kilkenny. His first three works, Touching the Bones, Firestep, and 
Midnightstown were published between 2001 and 2014; a fourth collection, The 
Way to Work, will appear this year.  

Tom French's poetry is lyrical, almost musical in its cadences, with deep insight 
into the ordinary grace of everyday life, family history, and small occurrences 
and gestures. Two events are free and the public is welcome to attend: the first is 
a conversation Wednesday April 20th at 7:30 p.m. with Tom French and Ed Lee 
Bok, entitled The Intimate Other: Poets and Family. It is offered at the Merriam 
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Avenue, Saint Paul, and is a rare treat to hear a 
poet of Mr. French's standing converse freely with another poet on his life, 
work, and methods. You'll have a ringside seat. The second event is hosted by the University of St Thomas in 
the first floor auditorium of the John R. Roach Center on campus, a poetry reading by Tom French on Friday, 
April 22nd at 7:30 p.m. Join the Center for Irish Studies as they honor this Irish poet in our community, and 
put yourself on their mailing list for future events. For more information about these and other Irish literary 
events at St Thomas, contact the director of the Center For Irish Studies, James Rogers, at 
jrogers@stthomas.edu. Celebrate spring, celebrate poetry, and all things fresh and new!  

Sherry Ladig is a Saint Paul based Irish trad musician and a former reviewer for the Hungry Mind Book-
store's newsletter, Fodder. Sherry welcomes ideas for books of Irish or Irish-American interest to review---or, 
write a review yourself! She may be reached at ladig-dunquin@msn.com. Happy spring reading! 
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IMDA Community Calendar April 2016 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
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Irish Poet Tom French to Receive 20th O’Shaughnessy Award for Poetry  

Poet Tom French of County Meath, Ireland, will receive the 20th annual 
Lawrence O'Shaughnessy Award for Poetry of the University of St. Thomas 
Center for Irish Studies.  

French, 49, is the author of three books. He will read from his works at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, April 22, in the first-floor auditorium of the John R. Roach 
Center for the Liberal Arts on St. Thomas' St. Paul campus. The reading, free 
and open to the public, will cap a week of events, classroom visits and public 
appearances by the poet.  

The $5,000 O'Shaughnessy Award for Poetry, established in 1997, honors 
Irish poets. The award is named for Lawrence O'Shaughnessy, who taught English at St. Thomas from 1948 
to 1950, formerly served on the university's board of trustees and is the retired head of the I.A. 
O'Shaughnessy Foundation.  

French was born in Kilkenny in 1966 and raised in Tipperary. He lives close to the coast of County Meath 
with his wife and family. He is a graduate of the University of Limerick and works in the Local Studies 
Department of the Meath County Library Service. He received bursaries in literature from An Chomhairle 
Ealaíon/The Arts Council, Ireland in 1999 and 2009.  

His collections are Touching the Bones (2001, Forward Prize for Best First Collection 2002), The Fire Step 
(2009) and Midnightstown (2014) all published by the Gallery Press. He edited A Meath Anthology (Meath 
County Library Service) in 2010. His poem “West” was awarded the Dermot Healy International Poetry Prize 
in 2015, and his e-chapbooks The Night Ahead (2013) and Taking the Oath (2015) are published by 
Smithereens Press. A fourth collection, The Way to Work, will be published by the Gallery Press this year.  

French will take part in a public conversation with Minnesota poet and playwright Ed Bok Lee at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 20. The event, titled “The Intimate Other: Poets and the Family,” will be held at the 
Merriam Park Branch Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. in St Paul.  

Ed Bok Lee’s book Whorled (Coffee House Press) won the 2012 American Book Award and the 2012 
Minnesota Book Award in Poetry. His first book, Real Karaoke People (New Rivers Press), won the 2006 
PEN /Open Book Award. Recognition for his poems, fiction, essays and plays includes grants from the 
McKnight Foundation, Jerome Foundation, Minnesota State Arts Board, the Loft Literary Center and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.  

Both the conversation and the reading are co-sponsored by the Friends of the St. Paul Public Library, a 
nonprofit group that advocates for the library.  

Previous winners of the O'Shaughnessy Award are Eavan Boland, John F. Deane, Peter Sirr, Louis de Paor, 
Moya Cannon, Frank Orsmby, Thomas McCarthy, Michael Coady, Kerry Hardie, Dennis O’Driscoll, Seán 
Lysaght, Pat Boran, Mary O’Malley, Theo Dorgan, Leanne O’Sullivan, Gerard Smyth, Leontia Flynn, 
Catherine Phil MacCarthy and Paula Meehan.  

For more information, please contact Jim Rogers, director of the Center for Irish Studies, (651) 962-5662, or 
jrogers@stthomas.edu.  

0 



� � �

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������
 
 

���������������	���������������	�����������������	� �
who helped to make IMDA’s 35th St. Patrick’s Day Irish 
Celebration and 2016 Day of Irish Dance a wonderful time for 
everyone!   
Special thanks to the students from Blaine High School’s 
Bengals in Action  Service Club, Blaine National Honor 
Society  and their coordinator Clare Froehlich .  Thanks, too, to 
the musicians and dance schools who helped us recruit 
volunteers:  Locklin Road, Sister Tree, The Serfs, Legacy, 
Forty Shades of Green, Chad McAnally, Rince na Chro i and 
St. Paul Irish Dancers.   Volunteers truly are the heart of IMDA 

– the very reason IMDA can make these events happen.  

������ ��!����!��������� ��
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The Irish Music and Dance Association 
is grateful for the sponsorship support of 
Maeve O’Mara  and Liam O’Neill  of 
Irish on Grand and toYelp Twin Cities  
for our 35th St. Patrick’s Day Irish 
Celebration and Day of Irish Dance.  
Irish on Grand sponsored our beautiful 
volunteer t-shirts and helped with 
publicity for the events.  Did you see the 
early morning céilí dancing on the porch 
on TV?  Yelp Twin Cities helped spread 
the word on the events to new 

audiences.   
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Northwoods Songs: Irish Songs from Lumberjacks and Great Lakes Sailors 

By Brian Miller  
 

Northwoods Songs features a new song each month pulled from my research into old songs collected in the pine woods region that 
stretches from New Brunswick west through northern Minnesota. In the 1800s, a vibrant culture of singing and song-making 
developed in lumber camp bunkhouses and on Great Lakes ships. The repertoire and singing style were greatly influenced by Irish 
folk repertoire and Irish singing styles. Many singers in the region had Irish background themselves. 
 

Each installment of Northwoods Songs is also published online at www.evergreentrad.com along with a video of me singing the 
song of the month. My hope is that others will learn some of these songs and make them their own as I have.          -Brian Miller 
 

TO WORK UPON THE RAILROAD 

In eighteen hundred and sixty one 
The Yankee war had just begun, 
I put my corduroy breeches on 

To work upon the railroad. 
 

In eighteen hundred and sixty two 
My corduroy breeches they were new, 

I took my pick with a navvy’s crew 
To work upon the railroad. 

 
In eighteen hundred and sixty three 

I sailed away beyond the sea, 
I sailed away to Americay 
To work upon the railroad. 

 
In eighteen hundred and sixty four 
We landed on Columbia’s Shore, 

Bad luck to the ship that brought me o’er 
To work upon the railroad. 

�
It’s “Pat do this” and “Pat do that”  

Without a stocking or cravat, 
Nothing more than an old straw hat 

When Pat works on the railroad. 



� � �

��������������������������������� ������	
����	
����	
����	
�� ���

����������	�
�

��	������	������
We left Ireland to come here 

And spend our latter days in cheer, 
Our bosses they did drink strong beer 

And Pat worked on the railroad. 
 
 Minnesota singer Michael C. Dean sang one verse (“In eighteen hundred and sixty four…”) of the above 
song for Robert W. Gordon’s wax cylinder recording machine in 1924. Of the more than 30 song fragments 
Gordon recorded from Dean, “To Work Upon the Railroad” is the only one that does not correspond to a 
more complete text in Dean’s self-published 1922 songster The Flying Cloud. For that reason, we do not 
know what other verses Dean knew, if any. My guess is that they resembled the first three verses I chose to 
include here which come from a version printed in Joanna Colcord’s Songs of American Sailormen.The 
verses collected by Colcord line up well with Dean’s in the years they use and the fact that they are not split 
up by a chorus. Versions of this song are plentiful and I decided to throw in two additional verses at the end 
which I adapted from Alan Lomax’s Folksong U.S.A. Dean’s melody does seem to be unique and it gives the 
song a more mournful tone than other versions (to me at least). 
 If Dean knew this song in 1924, why didn’t he print it in his 1922 songster? We can’t know for sure, but 
my suspicion is that he actually learned the song in the interim. My research, using the Robert W. Gordon 
collection at the American FolklifeCenter, turned up ample evidence that Dean, then in his late 60s, was 
actively seeking out old folk songs to add to his repertoire in those years. The printing of The Flying Cloud 
helped connect Dean to a network of academic song collectors and other old traditional singers who swapped 
songs with Dean—sometimes by mail. He was likely seeking out old songs from his co-workers at the 
Virginia Rainy Lake Lumber Company mill in Virginia, MN where he worked as well. In my research, I have 
found multiple instances of singers who built up a large repertoire before the age of 25, did not learn many 
songs during the middle of their lives and then resumed adding to their repertoire when, late in life, they 
realized the value of their old songs. Based on other cases I know of, my guess is that Dean’s later years were 
enriched by the realization, supported by feedback from Gordon and others, that his songs were worth 
preserving. Along with that realization came energy to learn new songs and to build friendships with other 
singers. 
 Be sure to check out The Lost Forty’s arrangement of this song which we videotaped in a historical 
caboose at the beautiful Minnesota Transportation Museum in St. Paul (see www.evergreentrad.com/
northwoods-songs). 
 

Visit a full archive of all Northwoods Songs columns and songs online at 
www.evergreentrad.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund. 
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Please check the website for information on 
our full range of instruction in traditional Irish  

music, language , culture and fun. 

 

For class schedule and other information call or email 
651-815-0083     � �����	 ��	��
���������� �� �

�
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(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’) 

By Copper Shannon   
�
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Here is the Blackthorn Band from the first  

St. Patrick's Day Concert in 1983.  

The band includes Phil Platt, Tom Quinn, Dick 
Reese, Bill Hinkley, Tim White, John Haggerty, 

Pete Tritz, Roger Cuthbertson.  

This first year is how IMDA's St. Patrick's Day 
Irish Celebration began all those years ago. 

Photo courtesy of Phil Platt and the Irish Fair's 50 Years of Irish 
Music exhibit. 
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First Saturday Afternoon Céilí—Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Ave., St. Paul. 

Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No. St. Paul. 

Irish Dance Classes: 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a 
wooden floor that has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Paul McCluskey and 
Kirsten Koehler. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 7:00, with advanced lessons and dancing continuing 
until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and must be of legal drinking age. Free. 

Set Dancing - Tuesday Nights 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Set Dancing at 7:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of every month, music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band. The cost is $5 for the band, beginners welcome, for more 
information call Geri at the Dubliner (651)646-5551. 

 
Check  www.lomamor.org for all up-to-date Irish folk dancing information. 
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Name:  Today �¬�¬�¬�¬s Date:  

Address:  
  

Where did you hear about us?  

Membership Type (circle one)  

Supporting                                                                               Corporate                                Newsletter 
Support Level _______  

 Interests (circle all that apply)  

Music  Dance Theatre  Gaelic  Volunteer  

 

E-mail Address:                                                                      Phone Number:  
Your monthly newsletter is delivered electronically  via e-mail.  Please advise us at 
 info@IrishMusicandDanceAssociation.org  if your e-mail address changes .  

Supporting members who contribute at least $35 annu ally may receive their newsletter by U S Mail.                                                                            
___ Request US Mail 

Revised 11/2013 

 
Tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to:     The IMDA Membership Coordinator c/o Jan Casey  
                 400 Macalester St.  
                 St. Paul, MN 55105  
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Postmaster: 
Time/Dated Material 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 


