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¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ  
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŀǝƻƴΦ 

 
 
¦ Hosted over 7,500 people at the 38th Annual St. Patrickôs Day Celebration and Day of Dance at Landmark 
Center 

¦ Continued the option for guests to pay by credit card for event admissions, accounting for 17% of paid 
admissions 

¦ Tracked admissions for the following categories: 

Adults: 5,052 - 67% 
Seniors: 832 - 11% 
Kids (6-12): 771 - 10% 
Under 5 kids: 845 - 11% 

¦ Awarded grants to 2 musicians: Cathal Mee and Becca Michaelson 

¦ Launched our Cross-Cultural Cahllenge program, with performances featuring collaborations between 
Irish musicians and dancers in conjunction with another ethnic or cultural group 

¦ Continued our fundraising venture through our Dancer T-shirt sales, proceeds of which went to our 
educational grant fund 

¦ Hosted 12 local dance schools and performance groups throughout the year, and through St. Patrickôs 
Day and Day of Irish Dance performances. 

¦ Partnered with KidCreate Craft Studio for our Childrenôs Craft Area 

¦ Continued with our Open Mic Night Program 

¦ Hosted an Irish Organizations Meet and Greet Evening focused on branding and social media use 

¦ Analyzed organizational strength and growth opportunities , and set long-term goals during our Annual 
Planning Retreat 

¦ Sponsored the IMDA Community Workshop Tent at the Irish Fair of MN 

¦ Hosted IMDA Honors Bill Conlan ï a celebration of Billôs contributions to the Irish music and cultural 
community of the Twin Cities 

¦ Applied to a number of different grant opportunities and continued to explore new funding opportunities 

¦ Expanded and refined our social media strategy, including  Instagram and Twitter pages 

¦ Kept members informed of local events through our IMDA Monthly Newsletter and Music 
Calendar 

¦ Promoted Irish music and dance to the larger community through the calendar and events information on the 
IMDA website, updated weekly to reflect the dynamic nature of live music and dance in the Twin Cities. 
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¦ Served the greater community by providing information about 
Irish music and dance groups, c®il²s and other Irish events 
through the IMDA Community Resources List, available 
year-round on the website and distributed at our St. Patrickôs 
Day festivities and at Irish Fair of Minnesota.This list 
continues to grow, including an ever-expanding list new 
bands, new dance schools, merchants and venues. 

¦ Provided a referral service to community members wishing 
to book Irish musicians and dancers for their own events. 

¦ Updated the Irish community regularly through our Facebook 
page, which has 1,675 followers. This represents an 8% 
increase from 2017. 

¦ Partnered with the Celtic Junction Arts Center and the 
Center for Irish Music to provide licenses and insurance for 
the bar for 12 concerts at the Celtic Junction Arts 
Center.  (The City of St. Paul allows non-profit 
organizations like IMDA to apply for special 
licenses.)  Proceeds of over $1,500 benefit the IMDA 
operating budget and concert-goers like having the option of a pint or a glass of wine.  

¦ Our Instagram page has 148 followers, and twitter has 38 

 

Minutes 
Irish Music and Dance Association 

Board Meeting 
December 2, 2018 

 

Board Members in Attendance: Jan Casey, Julia Rogers, Jean Bergstrom, Aja McCullough Beers, Kathie 
Luby, John Cancannon   Guest in Attendance: Mike Casey 
 

Meeting called to order: 1:15pm 
 

The Board approved the November meeting minutes.  Action Item follow-up:  Liffy Giftcard still needs to 
be purchased, 2019 Dancer t-shirt design needs to be decided on in the next week, IMDA letterhead given to 
Kevin, Jan will share thoughts on IMDA Honors Plaque with New Business. 
 

Treasurerôs Report: Jan shared the current bank balance.  There are a few pending expenses still to be paid: 
IMDA Honors event expenses, CJAC rental fees.  2018 MRAC grant funds have not been received yet. The 
Board discussed concerns on treasury position and the amount of work that falls on this person.  Are there any 
tasks that could be managed by another board member, i.e., preparing reports for meetings. 

The IMDA Board is: 

President:   Julia Rogers 

Vice President:  Jan Casey  

Treasurer: Rob Thomas 

Secretary:  Jean Bergstrom     

Board Members: John Concannon 
                        Kevin Carroll  
 Kathie Luby        
 Amber Ladany 
 Maureen Engelhardt 
 Aja Beers 
Editor:                 Kathie Luby 
Assistant Editor Kevin Carroll 
IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 

 

Contact Information 
 

E-mail:  info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, news, and notices of events 
to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 18th of the preceding month. 

Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

The Irish Music and Dance Association would like to thank our donors and 
volunteers for their generous support in 2018: 

 

 

St. Paul Irish Dancers ~ Landmark Center 
 

And our many volunteers at St. Patrickôs Day and throughout the year. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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mailto:editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org


о 

www.IMDA -MN.org  

Irish Music & 

Dance Association 

Minutes continued: 
 

Review of 2018 Accomplishments:  Julia provided a list of the IMDA accomplishments for this past year.  
The document is attached, but a few highlights include: attendance total of  7,500 guests at our 2018 March 
Landmark center events, awarded 2 Educational Grants, launched a Cross-Cultural Challenge program, host-
ed an Irish Organizational meet and Greet Evening focused on branding and social media use, and honored 
Bill Conlan at the annual IMDA Honors event.   
 

Board Member Elections: Board members up for re-election are Julia Rogers, Kevin Carroll, John Concan-
non, Amber Ladany, and Aja McCullough Beers.  Kevin and Amber are absent and will be re-elected at a lat-
er date.  Julia, John, and Aja were all unanimously approved to sit on the IMDA board for another 2 year 
term.   
 

Branding Committee Updates: Aja gave brief overview of committee work: defining our identity as an or-
ganization and using that consistently across all work from our logo, website, newsletters, banners, corre-
spondence, etc.  Aja had been out of town for the last meeting.  She was updated on work Amber began on 
possible logo design. 
 

Website Committee:  Nothing to report at this time, waiting for more progress on Branding. 
 

Cross Cultural Challenge:  We are awaiting to hear back from applicants to confirm their acceptance to par-
ticipation guidelines.  Jan needs this to work their performances into the entertainment schedule for March 
events. 
 

St. Patrickôs Day:  
    Planning Committee - Jan, Julia, Jean, Maureen, and Amber will be meeting Tuesday, Dec 11, 6pm 
    Entertainment Planning - Maureen Is scheduling Tea Room entertainment.  Gemma is working with Jan on 
main stage and Weyerhaeuser.  Jan is working on expanding our offerings for Sensory Sensitive guests.  The 
Autism Society will help publicize.  Jan would also like to get confirmation from Landmark Center on the 
availability of 5th floor space to help planning placement for the Childrenôs Stage.  Julia is looking into ven-
dor options for the Childrenôs Craft Area. 
    IMDA Sales - The Board will vote on the final design for this yearôs Dancer t-shirt via email.  We should 
set a budget for advertising the 2019 Dancer T-shirt.  Once the design is finalized, we can open the online 
store for purchase. 
    Sponsorship - Julia and Aja will begin working on sponsorship for March Events.  Jan will reach out to Pe-
ter.   
    Volunteer Recruitment - Amber has been working on updating Sign-up Genius.  We should create a mock-
up of banner offering to dance schools for providing volunteers. 
 

MRAC Grants: We are waiting for the 2018 MRAC grant funds to arrive. 
 

IMDA Honorees Plaque at CJAC: Jan will partner with Aja for design ideas for a plaque to memorialize 
our list annual Honorees.  We are hoping to be able to display this at CJAC. It would also be nice to add a list 
of all past honorees to the IMDA website. 
 
New Business: With the new year coming, all memberships are up for renewal.  We should get this infor-
mation out through the newsletter, social media, and via email.  
    Maureen will send out Thank You notes to all donors from Give to the Max Day and Giving Tuesday. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 2:15pm 
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 After a cold start to winter, 
things have calmed down. As I 
write this in December, there are 
very few snow drifts or 
snowbanks around my 
neighborhood. Or I could say that 
there are few "pigs of snow" to be seen. The Irish 
version of that phrase, muc shneachta, is what is 
used for a "snow drift." 
 

 As you can imagine, there are lots of interesting 
animal phrases in Irish, including quite a few built 
around that word muc, "pig." Many of these phrases 
are less than obvious. For instance, when you bunch 
up your "brow" (mala) into a scowl, that's a muc ar 
mala ("pig on brow"). Not to be confused with muc i 
m§la -- those accents are important -- "a pig in a 
bag," or what we call a "pig in a poke."  
 

 Some pig names are easy to relate to English -- a 
muc ghuine is a "guinea pig" -- but "pig" is used for 
other creatures. A muc mhara or "sea pig" is a 
porpoise, and bainne muice or "milk of a pig" is a 
plant, the "sow-thistle." The b¼ muc is a type of 
"hyacinth," and several other plant names have some 
form of "pig" in them in Irish. 
 

 And pigs show up in place names, as you might 
expect. Names that end in mucka or mucky tend to 
have "pig" origins, such as Baile na Muice ("pig 
town," Ballynamucka, one in Cork, one in Galway), 
or Gleann na Muice ("pig glen," Glennamucka, in 
Galway). 
 

 In English, we often use pig analogies to reflect 
our judgments of those around us, and the Irish do 
the same. Pigs are clever and alert animals, so when 
someone "has the listening of thieving pigs", T§ 
®isteacht na muca brada² aige, that person has very 
sharp ears. The "sickness of the pig," breoiteacht 
mhuice, is not swine flu, but "feigned sickness." You 
can also be "as bold (or as obstinate) as a pig," 
chomh d§na le muc. 
 

 You can certainly eat like a pig. Over the 
holidays, many of us will have "pigged out," as we  

 
say. There's no "pig" in the Irish 
equivalent, Rinne muid craos, 
"We did gluttony"! That word for 
gluttony, craos, has a basic 
meaning of "gullet" or "maw," as 
in i gcraos an leoin, "in the maw 

of the lion." 
 

Unlike English, you cannot "sweat like a pig" in Irish. 
That kind of drenching perspiration is ag b§rcadh 
allais, with barcadh being a special word that is not 
used for anything else. And when you are ar mhuin na 
muice, "on the back of the pig," you are not literally 
riding a pig, nor are you "piggybacking" on anything. 
The expression means that you are, we might say, 
"riding high," having a stretch of good luck. 
 

As for "putting lipstick on a pig" to make things look 
better than the are, in Irish we are more likely to "put 
silk on a goat." It doesn't work any better than lipstick 
on a pig. As a proverb says, Cuir s²oda ar ghabhar ach 
is gabhar f·s ®, "Put silk on a goat and it is still a 
goat." 
 

By the way, I don't know if you're nervous when a 
black cat crosses your path. But you might keep in 
mind that in some Irish folklore, the muc dhubh or 
"black pig" was a harbinger of woe. 
 

We had a wonderful time at our annual Christmas 
dinner, continuing a tradition of nearly four decades. 
It is good to be joined by the family and friends who 
support our efforts throughout the year. Huge thanks 
to Maureen and Suin for handling all the 
arrangements, and we certainly enjoyed the fine 
music Pete, Martin, and Dave shared with us. We had 
some great songs as "party pieces" from our members. 
And finally, congratulations to Michael, both an 
enthusiastic student and a willing volunteer, for taking 
home the traveling trophy this year. 
 

T§ cluasa fada ar mhuca beaga 
"Little pigs have long ears," i.e., 
Kids hear everything you say 
(even if you don't want them to) 

                                       ¢ƘŜ DŀŜƭƛŎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ           By Will  Kenny 
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IMDA Membership Renewals 
 

The Irish Music and Dance Association wishes to thank these new and 
renewing members:  

Bands, Dance Schools and Organizations  

   Rince na Chroi Ο 

   Tipper Road ï Eileen Degnan Ο 
 

  Everyone is reminded that IMDA memberships are based on the calendar year 
so membership for 2019 is due now. Bands, dance schools and community groups 
who become members receive priority listing on IMDA Community Resources 

List.ΟFor your convenience, a membership form can be found on page 16 of this 
newsletter. Ο 

 

Updating our Community Resources List 
 

  Did you know that the IMDA maintains a list of individuals and groups active in the Irish cultural arts 
here in the Twin Cities? Our web site provides a brief description and contact information for people working 
in 21 categories* of Irish culture, such as step dance schools, music instruction, and sports. With nearly 200 
contacts, this list is a convenient tool for introducing our community to newcomers. Itôs also a substantial ar-
chive that requires a periodic cleaning. Itôs that time. 
 
  For the new year we are reaching out to the individuals and organizations listed on our Resources page 
for confirmations and updates. Board member Maureen Engelhardt is sending requests via email. If you  
havenôt heard from her by now, itôs likely we donôt have current contact information. Please go to our website 
(http://www.irishmusicanddanceassociation.org/resources.html) to find your listing(s), and send updates to 
info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org. If you are not yet included and would like to be, send us a message 
using that same address and weôll be happy to add you or your organization. Individuals and organizations 
that fall into any of our categories are welcome to post contact information and a brief description of their 
work. Listings that cannot be confirmed by February 1 will be removed. 
 
  This effort coincides with a new membership year and dues renewal. Organizational membership is $25 
for the year. IMDA appreciates the support of our members and recognizes that support by listing members 
first in each section. 
 
*   IMDA Community Resource Categories: Dance Performance Groups, Instrumental Session, Irish Cof-
fee House, Irish Pub, Irish Pub/Music Venue, Language Instruction, Media, Merchant, Music Performance, 
Organization, Presenter, Sean-Nos Dance, Singing Session, Social Dance, Social Dance Teacher, Sports, Step 

Dance School, Storyteller, Theater, Traditional Music Instruction, Travel. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Money for Mu$ic! Dollar$ for Dance. 
Ca$h for Cultural $tudy! 

 

  What do an accordion player wanting to enhance his technique with an eye to competing successfully in the 
Fleadh Cheoil Na hEireann (All-Ireland music competition), an elementary music teacher determined to play 
traditional music even after an injury sidelined her from playing her primary instrument, and an Irish dance teacher 
anxious to share her love of ceili dancing as a way to improve social skills have in common?  All of these students 
of Irish traditions (and many more) have received financial help from the IMDAôs Educational Grant Program 
since 2006. 
 

  The Irish Music and Dance Association makes funds available to help promising students of Irish music, 

dance and other cultural pursuits continue their study. 
 

  Funding for the program comes from ticket proceeds at IMDA events like the St. Patrickôs Day Irish 

Celebration and Day of Irish Dance at Landmark Center and our IMDA Honors events, as well as sales of IMDAôs 

Irish dancer t-shirts and donations.  In 2018, donors supported the program through Give to the Max day, 

Facebookôs Giving Tuesday and a special birthday fundraiser organized by IMDA Honoree Bill Conlan! 
 

  Students of any age are encouraged to apply for a grant ï to be used for classes, travel, purchase of an 

instrument ï nearly anything that supports the studentôs learning. The program guidelines are flexible ï the choice 

depends on the applicant. 
 

 Over the years, the forty-six recipients have used their grants in a wide variety of ways. The variety of uses is 

amazing and grant applicants have been very clever in coming up with great grant ideas ï both formal classes and 

self-directed study.   
 

 The grant program is designed to help students who have already demonstrated their dedication continue their 

study and move on to new levels of skill. Applicants provide a letter of recommendation from a teacher or 

community elder familiar with their work. 
 

 An important part of the program is the expectation that the recipients share their new skills with our Irish 

community by participating in an IMDA event, performing at an IMDA Honors evening or at one of IMDAôs 

Landmark Center events. 
 

 Grant applications are available at the IMDA website ï www.IMDA-MN.org - under the Educational Grant 

Tab. Contact Jan Casey at jan.casey@IrishMusicandDanceAssociation.org with questions.  The application 

deadline is April 15, 2019.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         Cathal Mee                                             Beth Pitchford                                       Becca Michaelson 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  The Center for Irish Music and emcee M§irt²n de C·g§in invite you to dress up in your finest, bring 
your friends, and join us for £igse CIM, A Gaela Event, an evening in support of traditional Irish music. £igse 
[eg-shuh] is an Irish word used for festivals celebrating traditional Irish arts and culture. It is in this spirit that 
we gather for an evening to raise funds for The Center for Irish Music, Minnesota's only traditional Irish mu-
sic school, dedicated to handing down the tradition. 
 
  The semi-formal evening event, emceed by award-winning Irish-born actor and storyteller, M§irt²n de 
C·g§in, includes a traditional Irish dinner, a celtic-themed silent auction, raffle, and concert by the stellar tra-
ditional Irish music of the Center for Irish Music instructors who boast recording, award winning, and world 
touring artists among their number. 
 

Tickets are available now at www.centerforirishmusic.org/gaela 
 

$85.00 -       traditional Irish dinner, silent auction reception, and concert 
$25.00 -       silent auction, reception, and concert ($30.00 at the door) 
$1,000.00 -  table sponsorship for ten guests. Includes 3 complimentary bottles of wine to toast a 

magical evening. 
 
We are also seeking donations to our silent auction and WOW Raffle (wall of whiskey, wine and winter ale). 

For more information, visit  www.centerforirishmusic.org/gaela 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org/gaela
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org/gaela


у 

www.IMDA -MN.org  

Irish Music & 

Dance Association 

 
Ed Ward of Milwaukee Irish Fest Receives Irelandôs Presidential  

Distinguished Service Award for the  
Irish Abroad 

 
The T§naiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr Simon Coveney, T.D., announced November 
28 the names of the recipients of the Presidential Distinguished Service Award for the Irish Abroad for 2018. 
 
The Presidential Distinguished Service Award was established by the Government as a means to recognise 
the contribution of members of the Irish diaspora, and the first awards were made in 2012. 
 

 Announcing the recipients of the award, the T§naiste said: 
ñI am delighted to have the opportunity once again this year to formally recognise the achievements of some 
of the finest members of our global family, our diaspora. The diverse contributions of these individuals ex-
tend across six different categories. Through their work, they contribute to building an invaluably positive 
image of Ireland and Irish people around the world.ò 

 

Ciar§n Cannon T.D., Minister for Diaspora Affairs and International Development, added:ñAs Minister of 
State for the Diaspora, I am proud that we recognise all that our diaspora have done and continue to do, and 
that through this Award, we can celebrate this remarkable group of individuals, and their contribution to the 
world.ò 
 
Ed received one of the 10 Awards in 2018, in the category of Irish Community Support.  

 ̀

Here is a description of his contributions: 
 
¦ Ed Ward is an Irish-American who founded the Milwaukee Irish Festival in 1980 and has been involved 
with the festival ever since. 

 
¦ Under his stewardship, the Milwaukee Irish Festival has grown to 
be North Americaôs largest annual celebration of Irish music and 
culture and draws an audience of some 130,000. 

 
¦ He has also founded the Ward Irish Music Archives, currently cele-
brating its 26th year. The Archive houses one of the largest public 
collections of Irish music in America and plays an important role in 
documenting and preserving local Irish culture. 

 
Beyond Milwaukee, Ed has played an important mentoring role across 
the US, including establishing the Association of Irish and Celtic Festi-
vals in which he continues to play a leading role. 

 
The Award was presented on November 29 by President Higgins. Edôs 
wife, Cathy, accepted on Edôs behalf. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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IRISH MUSIC AT THE WALDMANN 
 

The Waldmann Brewery and Wurstery, founded in 1857 and reopened in 2017, is Saint Paulôs oldest lager 
beer saloon.. Brewery, Wurstery, History!   And itôs a great spot for music.   
 

The Waldmann is: 
 

¦ Authentic German beer and food.  
¦ A lager-specific brewery and premises made German sausages. 
¦ Originally one of 25 lager beer saloons in pre-statehood Saint Paul.  
¦ The oldest commercial building in the metro restored with love and high attention to detail.  
¦ A place to slow down and appreciate friends, family, and gem¿tlichkeit.  
 

Norah Rendell & Brian Miller ï Sunday, January 13, 6:00 p.m. 
Traditional Singer of the Year nominee, virtuoso flautist and whistle player 
Norah Rendell (Outside Track, Two Tap Trio, M§irt²n de C·g§in Project) 
sings and plays flute with top-class Irish bouzouki and guitar backing by 
Brian Miller (The Lost 40, Bua, Two Tap Trio). The Munster Express said 
Rendell and Miller "bring sunlight into your heart and set your feet a danc-
ing.ò http://norahrendell.com/2014/06/two-tap-trio/ 
 

Daithi Sproule & Laura MacKenzie ï Sunday, January 27, 6:00 p.m. 
Songs and music of Ireland and Scotland, plus original instrumentals. Fea-
turing master musician D§ith² Sproule (Altan, Skara Brae) on guitar and 
voice with multi-instrumentalist Laura MacKenzie on flutes, whistles, 
pipes, concertina and voice. www.lauramackenzie.com/daithi-sproule-laura-
mackenzie 

 

Keeganôs Pub Hosts 12th Annual  
óWomenôs Christmasô  on January 6 

 
 For a dozen years, Keeganôs Pub has hosted the only official Womenôs Christmas celebration in the Twin 
Cities. It happens again on Sunday, January 6, 2019. 
 

 On that day, Christmas celebrations will be over for most of the Twin Cities. But Keeganôs will once host 
one last holiday bash exclusively for women to celebrate the Irish tradition of ñWomenôs Christmas.ò The 
12th annual Womenôs Christmas at Keeganôs will take place noon to 4 p.m. on January 6. Prize drawings for 
women and special food offerings will be featured, and Locklin Road will perform from 1 to 4 p.m. 
 

 Keeganôs Pub started the celebration in 2008 after learning that Womenôs Christmas is a popular 
event in Irelandðparticularly in Cork. On Womenôs Christmasðcelebrated on the feast of the 
Epiphany, the traditional end of Christmas season (aka the twelfth day of Christmas)ðthe custom is 
for Irish women take the day off, and for men to take on the household duties. Women fill the pubs, 
and go out and celebrate with their girlfriends. Gifts are given to women.  
 
 In keeping with the tradition of Womenôs Christmas (also known as Little Christmas or Little 
Womenôs Christmas), women are encouraged to bring small gifts to the pub to exchange with their 
friends. Keeganôs will also have prize drawings. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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The Celtic Junction Arts Center 
836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul, 55104 

 
Irish Band Connla at The Celtic Junction Arts Center 

Connla, an exciting young group out of Northern Ireland performs in Saint Paul on Sunday, January 13. Hailing from the cities of 
Armagh and Derry, Connla has been quickly making an impact on the folk/traditional scene with classic Irish instrumentation and 
innovative arrangements of traditional and modern folk songs and tunes. located at. Music starts at 7pm. Admission is $20 at the 
door. $16 advance tickets available at celticjunction.org or by calling 612-874-8892. Free for youth 18 and under! 
 

CJAC's Irish College of Minnesota 
Educational class offerings, January through April 2019 

All checks payable to Celtic Junction Arts Center. 

All classes take place in the Eoin McKiernan Library. 
 

No Sweat Irish 2. Informal Irish for relative beginners of all ages. Perfect for learners who have had some exposure to learning 
Irish Gaelic, this fun class features songs, games, and brief role-playing alongside an accessible easy-to-read textbook to make Irish 
language learning enjoyable. 8 sessions. Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. January 16ïMarch 13 (no class 2/13). $180 or $162, if you email the 
instructor to pre-register. Instructor: Tom Jeffers: tommyjeffers@gmail.com   
 

Introduction to Irish language literature: Childrenôs Books. Deepen your knowledge and appreciation and comprehension of 
the Irish language by reading plainly written selections from its childrenôs books. The instructor will supply readings of accessible 
Irish language short stories. 6 sessions. Thurs 6:30-8:00 p.m. January 31 ï March 7. Class fee: $108 (if you email the instructor to 
pre-register) or $120 (on the night of the class). Instructor: Lavinia Finnerty: laviniagaeilge@gmail.com. 
 

Preparation for the European Certificate in Irish/TEG (Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge). Adult learners - from experienced be-
ginners to intermediate learners - undertake a structured curriculum to prepare them for the only internationally recognized general 
Irish language proficiency exam for adults in 2019 (or 2020). Students take it at various levels from Beginner to Advanced. 12 ses-
sions. Saturday 9:00-11:00 a.m. January 19 ï April 6 (12 weeks). Class fee: $324 (if you email the instructor to pre-register) or 
$360 (on the morning of the class). Instructor: Lavinia Finnerty: laviniagaeilge@gmail.com. 
 

Drawing Celtic Mythology. Learn how the haunting and magical gods, goddesses, heroes, magicians, and landscapes of the Celtic 
realms can be given creative expression and re-interpretation in a class for beginners, returning students who have taken the class 
before, and enthusiasts at all levels. The principles of formal composition and color theory will be applied to this inspirational 
mythic and iconic imagery. 6 sessions. 8:00-9:00 p.m. Thursday, February 7, Instructor: Carrie Finnigan., car-
rie.finnigan@gmail.com  
 

Under the Influence: William Blakeôs poetic genius as a model for the poetry of W.B. Yeats. Learn how the multi-talented 
genius, William Butler Yeats (1865-1939), was profoundly influenced by the mystical poetry, symbolism, and worldview of the 
great British Romantic poet, William Blake (1757-1827). 10 sessions. Mondays, January 21 ï March 25. 8 ï 9:30 p.m. Class fee: 
$200 or $180 if you email the instructor to pre-register. Instructor: Dr. Patrick OôDonnell, Patrick.odonnell@normandale.edu 
 

Stave Incantations: The Magic of Chanted Poetry. Learn how to write poetry with a sense of mystical incantation through the 
strategies of chanting poetry to the beat of a stave. 2 sessions. 2 ï 3:30 p.m. Saturday, February 2 and 9, 2019. Class fee: $40 or $36 
(if you email the instructor to pre-register). Instructor: Lynette Reini-Grandell: lynette.reini-grandell@normandale.edu 
 

 Reading Irish Poetry: John Montague and his contemporaries. Discover the richness of the poetic achievement of John Monta-
gue by reading his work in conjunction with selections from Patrick Kavanagh, Maire, Eavan Boland, Austin Clarke, Tom McCar-
thy, and Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill. 6 sessions. Tuesdays. 6:30-8 p.m. February 5 ï March 12. Class fee: $150 (or $135 if you email the 
instructor to pre-register). Instructor: Dr. Thomas Dillon Redshaw: TDREDSHAW@stthomas.edu  
 

Irish Literary Biography and Inter-generational Trauma.Oscar Wilde, W.B. Yeats, and James Joyce ï all great Irish authors; 
all with entangled family backgrounds. Instructors: Patrick O'Donnell, Ph.D, Katherine Curran, Ph.D. and Mike McElwee, Ph.D. 
Class fee (excluding the cost of the book): $100 or $90 if you email the instructor to pre-register. Lead instructor: Katherine Cur-
ran: kcurran@powerandleadership.com 5 sessions. Mondays 6:30-8 p.m. Feb 4, 11, 18, 25, and March 4. 
 

Celtic Heroes and Living Mythically. In the company of the extraordinary writing of Joseph Campbell, we take a six-week jour-
ney with mythic heroes to understand lifeôs adventure and our life journey today. 6 sessions, Saturdays, February 23, March 2, 9, 
16, 23 and 30. 2:00 to 3:30 pm. Class fee is $ 120 or $ 108 with email preregistration to Instructor: Frederic Stenborg. His email 
is:fredericstenborg@gmail.com 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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LESSONS with DANIELLE ENBLOM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Dancer, musician, dance historian and educator Danielle Enblom is rolling out a new set of offerings 
beginning in January 2019 ï Step Collective!  Danielle will offer adult classes, partner dancing and kids 
classes.  The first will be a series of three classes in partner dancing on Saturdays beginning Jan. 26.  Dan-
ielle encourages you to ñlearn to dance with a loved-one, friend, or be bold and come on your own.ò  Offered 
at the Dubliner Pub, the session will include Waltz, Polkas, Cajun Two Step and Irish Two Hand Dances and 
end with a social dance and Valentineôs Day event at the Dubliner.  Details on Danielleôs website ï 
www.DanielleEnblom.com and the new www.stepcollective.com.  

!ƴ [ŜŀōƘǊŀƎŀƴ 
(The Bookcase) 

Ice Chorus 

Sarah Stonich 

Little Brown and Co. 2016 
 

When Lise Dupre, a Canadian filmmaker, wife and mother, decides to flee a failed marriage, a tan-
gled past and a fledgling new romance, she takes herself as far away as she can think of: the West coast of 
Ireland. There she settles in a sea-swept cottage and learns to listen to the rhythms of the ocean and the land 
as she restores the cottage and garden around her. As she makes new friends and begins to shoot footage of 
her neighbors, the tolerant locals who call her the Hermit, she uncovers secrets from their past and starts to 
unravel her own buried memories of her family. The Grand-da of her nearest neighbors, the Conner family, 
stands in for the dad she lost to a heart attack when she was only fourteen, and she finds wisdom and solace 
in his stories. In the West of Ireland there is time and patience to unravel the past and weave a new future, to 
be forgiven and to forgive, to hear the stories of others and tell your own story. 
  

This glorious novel is infused with the colors, the sounds, the salt spray of the sea and shore. It mir-
rors the painting of the western coast given to her by Charlie, the painter who may be the love of her life in 
the days to come, but not before Lise unravels her own secrets and finds her true calling. This is a generous 
and heart-expanding novel, full of loveliness and grace. It's just the thing for a cold winter's night, accompa-
nied by a cup of tea (and a fireplace, if you can swing it). 
  
Sherry Ladig is a Saint Paul-based trad musician and a former reviewer for the Hungry Mind Bookstore's 
newsletter, Fodder. She welcomes suggestions for books of Irish or Irish-American interest, or--write a re-

view yourself! Sherry may be reached at ladig-dunquin@msn.com. Happy winter reading! 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Northwoods Songs: Irish Songs from Lumberjacks and Great Lakes Sailors 
By Brian Miller 

 

Northwoods Songs features a new song each month pulled from my research into old songs collected in the pine woods region that 
stretches from New Brunswick west through northern Minnesota. In the 1800s, a vibrant culture of singing and song-making 
developed in lumber camp bunkhouses and on Great Lakes ships. The repertoire and singing style were greatly influenced by Irish 
folk repertoire and Irish singing styles. Many singers in the region had Irish background themselves. 

 

Each installment of Northwoods Songs is also published online at www.evergreentrad.com .My hope is that others will learn some 
of these songs and make them their own as I have.          -Brian Miller 
 

Highland Mary 

 

 

 

Ye banks and braes and streams around the castles of Montgomery, 
Green be your woods and fair your flowers, your waters never drumlie, 
There summer first unfolds her robes, and there I langest tarry, 
For there I took the last farewell, of my sweet Highland Mary. 
 
How sweetly bloomed the gay green birk, how rich the hawthornôs blossom, 
As underneath their fragrant shade, I clasped her to my bosom, 
The golden hours, on angelôs wings, flew oôer me and my dearie, 
For dear to me as light and life, was my sweet Highland Mary. 
 
Wiô many a vow and locked embrace, our parting was so tender, 
And pledging oft to meet again, we tore ourselves asunder, 
But oh! Fell deathôs untimely froth that nipped my flower so early, 
Now greenôs the sod and coldôs the clay that wraps my Highland Mary. 

 

 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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O pale, pale now those rosy lips I oft have kissed so fondly, 
And closed for aye the sparkling glance that dwelt on me so kindly, 
And mouldering now in silent death that heart that lowed me dearly, 
But still within my bosomôs core shall live my Highland Mary. 

 
 
  In honor of Burns Night coming up on January 25th we have a song found in both Ireland and the north 
woods that began as a poem penned by Scotlandôs national poet, Robert Burns. The above version comes 
from the wonderful singing of Beaver Island, Michigan-born woodsman and singer Dominic Gallagher (1867
-1954).  Dominicôs father ñBig Dominicò Gallagher, like most Beaver Islanders of his generation, emigrated 
from the island of Arranmore, Co. Donegal. After singing the above for collector Ivan Walton in 1940, 
Dominick said (with characteristic humility) ñThe first time I heard that I was only about six years of age at a 
party home. A fellow by the name of Paddy Hamey[?] sang it two weeks after he was marriedða  very fine 
singerðcould sing it a good deal better than I sang it now.ò 
 
  Twelve years after Dominic Gallagher was recorded on Beaver Island, famed Co. Fermanagh singer 
Paddy Tunney assisted collector Peter Kennedy in recording Paddyôs mother Brigid Tunney singing a similar 
version of ñHighland Maryò at her home in Fermanagh. Interestingly, Brigid, like Dominicôs father, was born 
in Donegal and her maiden name was also Gallagher. 
 

 

Visit a full archive of all Northwoods Songs columns and songs online at 
www.evergreentrad.com 

 

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund. 
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