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The Irish Music & Dance Associationõs 
 

 next Irish Open Mic Night will be: 
 

Monday, July 30, 2018 -- 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
 

 
 

We will once again be conducting it in the friendly confines of the  
Black Dog Caf®, 308 Prince Street, St. Paul 

(Near the Farmers Market & St. Paul Saintsõ CHS Field) 
 

The IMDAõs Irish Open Mic Night offers: 
 

 A great opportunity for òneweró musicians, singers and poets to get more 
public stage time and interact with other artists. 

 A relaxed and informal way for experienced performers to polish existing 
repertoires, try out new material or experiment with different personnel 
combinations. 

 A convenient way and place to see and hear performances by a broad 
spectrum of local artists who specialize in Irish music and literature.     

 
We do request that performers sign up in advance.  

For more information, or to indicate your interest in performing,  
please contact the IMDA at info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

or call Kevin at 651-983-6384  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
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Irish Dance Legend Has Passed Away 
 

Ćine U² Sh®, Cormac OôSeôs mother, recently passed away in Ireland.  Together with her husband Seamus 
O'S®, Aine was director of Dublin's renowned Scoil Rince u² She and long standing members of An Coimisiun 
le Rince Gaelacha. 
 

Cormac and Natalie commented on Facebook:  
ñShe spent her life for dance; as a student, a volunteer, an award-winning teacher, the one who forged 
the company of dancers that began that unique Riverdance synchronicity and, of course, as a wife, 
mother, and grandmother.  
Ćine gave us years of steps, support, and workshops, engaging with hundreds of OôShea Irish Dance 
kids and families over the years and with thousands more over her 47 years teaching and adjudicating 
across the world.ò 
 

An Coimisi¼n le Rinc² Gaelacha (international Irish Dancing Commission) posted the following on their 
website:   

ñAn Coimisi¼n le Rinc² Gaelacha deeply regrets the death of one of our long standing members and 
chairperson of the Dance and Music Committee, Ćine U² Sh® ADCRG:  Rest in Peace. 
She was a kind, generous, loyal and energetic lady who won much success worldwide for her huge 
interest and devotion to Irish dancing, the language and the culture in general.   Above all else, her 
own family and her óIrish dancing familyô were uppermost in her heart and soul.  Great for a gathering 
of friends to share and laugh and chat she brought a special atmosphere to Irish dancing gatherings the 
world over.   As a teacher, adjudicator and grade examiner she worked tirelessly for her great love 
Irish dance in her beloved Dublin, in the Donegal Gaeltacht of Rann na Feirste as well as across the 
globe. 
 

Ćine, we miss you already, but we will not forget you.  Goodbye until we meet again.ò   
Condolences and expressions of support for the family have poured in from around the world.   The Irish 
Music and Dance Association extends our deepest condolences to Cormac, Natalie, Adrienne, Liam and Keira 
OôShea and their family. 

T§ t¼ in§r gcr·ithe  (You are in our hearts.) 

The IMDA Board is: 

President:   Julia Rogers 

Vice President:  Jan Casey  

Treasurer: Rob Thomas 

Secretary:  Jean Bergstrom     

Board Members: John Concannon 
                        Kevin Carroll  
 Kathie Luby        
 Amber Ladany 
 Maureen Engelhardt 
 Aja Beers 
Editor:                 Kathie Luby 
Assistant Editor Kevin Carroll 
IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 

 

Contact Information 
 

E-mail:  info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, news, and notices of events 
to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 18th of the preceding month. 

Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
mailto:editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
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Celtic Junction Arts Cemter 

 
Harpist Stephanie Claussen presents 'Notions from Scotland' 
July 13, 7:30 pm. Free Admission. 
 
Stephanie will perform for us after her bracing trip to the Edinburgh International 
Harp Festival. Harpist Stephanie Claussen performs and teaches throughout the Twin 
Cities. She has recorded multiple albums (including "Soir®e ¨ Montpellier" and "Light 
So Brilliant: Carols and Tunes for Christmas") and released a book of harp arrange-
ments with Mel Bay Publications in 2016. Claussen is a two- time winner at the Mas-
ter level in the Minnesota Scottish Harp Competition. In 2017 Judge Seumas Gagne 
awarded her one of the highest scores he has ever given in the Master category, call-
ing Claussen's performance ñexceptional.ò 
 
This activity is made possible, in part, by funds provided by the Metropolitan Region-

al Arts Council (MRAC) through a grant from The McKnight Foundation. 
 
 
 

 
CD Launch Party with Wild Colonial Bhoys 

July 20,8 pm. Advance tickets $15, $20 at the door. Free for youth 18 years and 
under! 
 
WCB is releasing their eighth album, Friday Night Live! recorded at the 2017 
Irish Fair MN and you can celebrate with them! 
 
Wild Colonial Bhoys is more than just an Irish band they are an Irish American 
band. Theirs is like a blended whiskey: itôs a musical melding of both the old 
and the new, from the peat smoke scent of the ould sod to the can-do spirit that 
embodies the American dream.  
 

 

 
 
Bringing it All Back Home - Immigration Trauma and Constellations 
July 20-22. $25-$325  
Visit link for details:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bringing-it-all-back-home-
reconnecting-with-our-immigrant-past-tickets-43144520422 
 
We are pleased to bring Brendan O'Brien, a senior psychotherapist and 20-year 
family constellator from Cork, Ireland, to lead us in a weekend of Family Constel-
lations where we will explore the unresolved trauma of migration in our family sto-
ry and understand the role of songs and stories in helping us heal. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bringing-it-all-back-home-reconnecting-with-our-immigrant-past-tickets-43144520422
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  Readers who know me may 
be aware that we have a daughter 
who lives in Scotland. She and 
her husband recently presented us 
with our first garin²on, or 
"granddaughter." In fact, 
grandma is in Scotland as I write 
this, helping out. 
 

  "Scotland" is Albain in Irish, and a "Scottish 
person" is an Albanach. Our granddaughter will be a 
dual citizen, so she is both Albanach and 
Meirice§nach ("American"). 
 

  Edinburgh is, of course, a fun place to visit and 
a big tourist destination. Many tourists find time to 
do a bit of tasting while there. But, of course, they 
are not drinking regular fuisce -- "Irish 
whiskey" (with an e) -- but fuisce na hAlban, "Scotch 
whisky" (no e). 
 

  If whiskey vs. whisky can get confusing 
between Scotland and Ireland, so can "Gaelic." 
When I speak at community events about the Irish 
language, one of the most common questions I get is, 
"Is it Irish, or Gaelic?" 
 

  To which I generally answer, "Yes." 
 

  We use phrases like "speaking Irish" precisely 
because "Gaelic" is not specific enough. There are in 
fact three Gaelic languages, starting (literally) with 
Irish Gaelic (Gaeilge). The Scots call their 
version G¨idhlig (said rather like "Gallic"). There is 
also a version of Gaelic to be found on the Isle of 
Mann, in between Ireland and Scotland. Their 
flavor, Gaelg, sounds much like the others, but is 
written quite differently, so that if most people in our 
area were to see signs written in Manx Gaelic, they 
might easily mistake the language for Somali! 
 

  Indeed, we occasionally hear from individuals 
who find a dictionary or teach-yourself course on 
"Gaelic" in a bookstore and grab it, only to discover, 
when they get home, that they have the wrong  
 

species -- usually the Scottish 
version -- in their hands. 
 

At any rate, you can think of the 
Gaelic languages as a family 
much like the Romance 
languages. The G¨idhlig the 

Scots speak came from Ireland originally, and, as 
happens within families, the different populations 
drifted apart until they ended up with separate 
languages. But as with, say, Spanish and Italian, you 
can still see the family resemblance. 
 

  This resemblance is strong enough for 
some G¨idhlig and Gaeilge speakers to understand 
each other to some extent, and it is very evident in the 
written language. When dealing with spoken Irish, the 
similarities are most apparent when we compare Scots 
Gaelic with the Irish spoken in the North of Ireland. 
An Irish speaker from Donegal is likely to catch much 
more of what a speaker of G¨idhlig says than is an 
Irish speaker from Kerry. 
 

  While many Irish speakers just use the 
term G¨idhlig to refer to the language of the Scots, 
we can just as easily call it Gaeilge na hAlban, or "the 
Irish of Scotland" -- which is probably historically 
appropriate. (And, fair play, the Scots can call the 
Irish language G¨idhlig na h-Eireann, "the Gallic of 
Ireland.") The "Irish of Mann" would be Gaeilge 
Mhanann. 
 

  If anything, by the way, Scots G¨idhlig is in 
even worse shape, in Scotland, than Irish Gaeilge is in 
Ireland. But the Scots are making an effort of late, on 
several fronts, so we'll see what happens. 
 

  At Gaeltacht Minnesota, we definitely are 
focused on the Irish version of Gaelic. Visit our 
website at www.gaelminn.org, or plan on stopping at 
our booth next month at the Irish Fair, we'll be glad to 
answer your questions about the language. 
 

Cha sgeul-r½in e 's fios aig tri½ir air. (Scots G¨idhlig) 
N² sc®al r¼in ® · t§ a fhios ag tri¼r ®. (Irish Gaeilge) 
It's not a secret when three people know it. 

                                       ¢ƘŜ DŀŜƭƛŎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ           By Will  Kenny 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.gaelminn.org/
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The Eoin McKiernan Library Oral History Launch Party 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On Saturday, June 16th, the Celtic Junction Arts Center (CJAC) hosted a unique event celebrating the com-
pletion of an oral history project by CJACôs Eoin McKiernan Library. The project, ñIrish Music and Musi-
cians in the Twin Cities Community,ò focuses on Irish music in the Twin Cities from 1950 to 1990 with a 
special concentration on the 1970s. Interviewer D§ith² Sproule recorded and transcribed thirteen interviews 
with key community members about their experiences with the music and the history of the local scene. Addi-
tionally, McKiernan Library director Brian Miller reached out to interviewees and others to collect and digit-
ize over 200 photos that illustrate themes and characters from the interviews. 
 
 Over 140 people came to the Celtic Junction on June 16th for the event which featured performances by 
John McCormick, Cathal Mee, Tom Dahill, Ginny Johnson, Ann Heymann, Charlie Heymann, Laura Mac-
Kenzie and Sproule as well as on-stage conversations between Sproule and local musicians, dancers and pho-
tographer David Aronow. There was also an exhibition of 35 photos contributed by community members that 
used QR code technology to link photos to short audio pieces edited together from project interviews. Visitors 
listened to these colorful local stories by holding their smartphones up to the code accompanying each photo.  
The evening was a wonderful gathering of old friends and also a chance for newer community members to 
learn about the past and make connections between it and the current wave of activity in our thriving Irish 
music scene. 
 
 The McKiernan Libraryôs new website (www.mckiernanlibrary.org) now has a digital version of the pho-
to/audio exhibition up and the physical display will go up on the walls of Celtic Junction this month as well 
where it will be on view for the next few months. The complete interview sound files and transcripts will be 
stored for preservation and access in the Libraryôs digital archive and in the Library space.  
The McKiernan Library thanks our volunteers, the CJAC board, the Minnesota Historical Society and Ire-

landôs Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for supporting this project and the accompanying exhibition. 

We hope to build on this work and do more to preserve and celebrate the history of Minnesotaôs Irish arts 

community. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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July News from the Center for Irish Music 

 

Summer is a great time to start playing Irish music with one of our knowledgeable and fun instructors. 
This summer, the Center for Irish Music is offering camps, group classes and private lessons on all the 
traditional Irish instruments! Summer term runs through August 19th and fall term starts September 4th. 
 

We invite you to join CIM for our annual Open House on Sunday, August 26th from 2-4 pm at the 
Celtic Junction. Meet our instructors, attend a 15-minute demonstration, listen to live music and enjoy 
refreshments. If you canôt make that, be sure to join Tr²an - Grammy award-winning Irish fiddler Liz Carroll, 
Billy McComiskey and D§ith² Sproule for a concert and workshops at Harvest Home Traditional Irish Music 
Day on September 22nd, at the Celtic Junction. 
 

 IRISH MUSIC SUMMER CAMPS 
 Registration is still open! Visit www.centerforirishmusic.org to register and for more information. 
 

 Introduction to Irish Music - Ages 11-14 August 13-17, M-F, 9:00 am-12:00p m (3 hours/day) Cost: $149 
before June 1st / $160 after June 1st  
Instructor: Danielle Enblom  
A one-week music immersion where kids who share a passion or curiosity for Irish music come together to 
explore melody, movement, and rhythm.  
 

Introduction to Irish Harp - Ages 8-12 July 16-20 | M-F | 9:30 am-11:30a m (2 hours/day) Cost: $130 
before June 1st / $150 after June 1st  
Instructor: Mattie Ernst 
 Learn all about the harp, one of Ireland's oldest instruments! This camp is for new and current students with 
no prior harp experience 
  
Ensemble Summer Camp - Ages 10-18 July 23-27 | M-F | 9:00 am-1:00 pm (4 hours/day) Cost: $195 before 
June 1st / $205 after June 1st  
Instructors: Norah Rendell, Mary Vanorny & more! 
Calling ALL youth ensemble members and anyone who is interested in being in one some time in the future 
at the Center for Irish Music 
 

2018 SUMMER CLASSES & ENSEMBLES 
Summer group classes have just begun, but itôs not too late to register for most of these! Learn more about 
available classes and register now at www.centerforirishmusic.org. 
 
The Music of Turlough OôCarolan July 10 - August 14 | Tuesday | 7:00-8:00 pm Cost: $96 Instructor: Chad 
MacAnally  
 
Good Man Yourself! - Ages 11-17 July 14 - August 18 | Saturday | 11:00 am-12:00 pm Cost: $96 Instructor: 
Todd Menton  
 
Celtic Cuties - Ages 1-4 June 15 - July 20 | Friday | 9:30-10:15 am Cost: $75 Instructor: Alisa Mee  
 
To learn more about our popular mixed-instrument ensembles for adults & youth, check out our website at 
www.centerforirishmusic.org  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org
http://www.centerforirishmusic.org
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HELP US BRING THE TRADITION HOME!  
 

Center for Irish Music students played their hearts out at the Midwest Fleadh Cheoil in St. Louis in 
May, earning first and second place honors in all three of the highly competitive group competitions, while 
bringing home an astonishing 53 medals from dozens of categories.  
Now with many CIM youth musicians and their families on their way to the All-Ireland Fleadh in Drogheda, 
Ireland the CIM's Board of Directors is committed to sending Advanced Youth Ensemble co-director, Brian 
Miller to be their leader. Miller is a renowned guitarist, singer and researcher, and the co-director of the U18 
Ceili Band, the award-winning CIM ensemble that has been recently renamed the Nick Coleman Ceili 
Band.We're thrilled to represent Minnesota together as a community music school and we need your support 
to make this a reality.  
 

  Our goal is to raise $7500 by July 15th to support the cost of sending Brian Miller as CIMôs leader at 
the All-Ireland Fleadh, and for scholarships to the Scoil £igse for each CIM student who makes the trip.  
As of the writing of this newsletter, the first $1200 will be matched dollar for dollar thanks to Irish On 
Grand, Mike & Gloria Lynch and the students themselves who raised over $200 performing in front of 
Maeve & Liamôs store on Grand Old Day.  
Make a tax-deductible donation and help the Center for Irish Music July News from the Center for Irish Mu-
sic leverage this incredible opportunity to forge life-long connections with the next generation of traditional 
musicians in Ireland. https://givemn.org/project/all-ireland-fleadh-20185b22ac15607c6 

THE HARVEST HOME 
September 22, 2018 
 Featuring Trian 
Join the members of Trian - Liz Carroll, Billy McComiskey and D§ith² Sproule - for a day of Irish music 
workshops, interview, community lunch and a Saturday night concert. We welcome all instrumentalists, sing-
ers and music enthusiasts to join in this wonderful one-day celebration of traditional Irish music and culture!  
 
Workshops & Interview  
All ages are welcome for workshops in fiddle, accordion, guitar, song and repertoire, as well as an interview 
with Liz Carroll by D§ith² Sproule.  
Saturday Night Concert - Trian, 7:30 pm  
 
Don't miss this opportunity to hear Trian in 
concert featuring compositions by Grammy-
nominated fiddler, Liz Carroll, songs by 
D§ith² Sproule of award-winning band, Altan, 
and the virtuosic playing of Billy McComis-
key.  
 
Early bird, package, and current student dis-
counts available. Visit 
www.centerforirishmusic.org/ events/harvest-
home for more information and to register 
online. Emailadmin@centerforirishmusic.org with 
questions.   
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
https://givemn.org/project/all-ireland-fleadh-20185b22ac15607c6
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