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Tune of the Month

Hosted more than 5,000 people at 8" St. Patrick's Day Irish Celebration & the |Gaelic Corner
8" Day of Irish Danceat Landmark Center. January Calendar |10

HostedIMDA Honors Paddy O'Brien in October; an evening celebrating and An Leabhragan 14
honoring the contributions of a world renowned musician and collector of tunes.

Cu Ceoil 15

Honored 11 dedicated Irish dancers from six Irish dance schools witid B —
Decade of Danceward. This was thé"5ear of the award, with a total of 58 dance The Ceili Calendar |18
receiving the award since it began. Smidirini 19

AwardedIMDA Educational Grants to two young bagpipers, to encourage them

enhance their piping by attending the farBadimoral School of Piping'seeklong summer session. This year’s

grants were made in honor and in memory of our good frieind;Fitz’ Fitzgerald , himself a piper and a
devoted supporter of young musicians.

Sponsored thtMDA Music Workshop Tent atlrish Fair MN in August. In 2010, workshops offerings:
bodhran, whistle, harp, mandolin and a variety of song workshops including songs of thmkegatks, work,
drinking and romance.

For the & year, organized th@est Legs in a Kilt Contest” atlIrish Fair Minnesota Participation has grown
requiring a move to the Main Pub Tent in 2010, filling that area as well.

Partnered with th&reat Northern Irish Pipers Cluto host twaCeltic Music Open Mic evenings, giving not
only established musicians but “up and comers” a chance to show offithetr tThese will continue quarterly ir
2011.

Promoted Irish music and dance to the greater community through the regpliated calendar and events
information on theMDA website.

Promoted and shared the work of our outstanding local musicians by produciHgdiey in the Heartland” 2
CD set (in late 2009.)

Promoted Irish music and dance to the still wider community througiVilb& Facebook Page The IMDA
Facebook Page has 418 “fans” and includes fans in Ireland, and France asaerefashe US.

Kept our members informed about Irish happenings thrdd@A’s monthly newsletter and music calendar

Served the greater community by providing information about Irish music awd deoups, ceilis and other Irish
events through theMyDA Community ResourcesList, which is availablen the website and distributed at our
St. Patrick’s Day festivities and at Irish Fair Minnesota. Thenis expanded in 2010 to include still more
musicians, as well as Irish sports and travel resources.

Provideda referral serviceto community members wishing to book Irish musicians and dancers for their ow
events.

Served afiscal agentfor individuals & community organizations seeking grants.
Sponsored hotel packagefor Milwaukeelrish Festin August.

Recognized the value of our most devotetlinteers by extending IMDA membership based on IMDA volunte
hours.




by Amy Shaw

This set of tunes comes from the title track of the Two Taf
Trio’s recent CDA Night at the Fair The Two Tap Trio is,
of course, Nathan Gourley, Norah Rendell, and Brian Millg
Such is the popularity of the band, it's no surprise that sor
of the tunes from the CD, including these jigs, are beginni

to be played in our local sessions. Brian and Norah learng,

these particular versions from musicians in Cork. To learr
more about the Two Tap Trio, visit their website at http://
www.twotaptrio.com.

Usual disclaimers: Any transcription errors are my own.
notation here is not meant to be a substitute for listening.
simply an aid to learning the tune.

The IMDA Board is:

President: Lisa Conway
Treasurer: Mark Malone
Secretary: Jan Casey
Board Members: Suin Lowry

Ruth McGlynn
Anne Alcocer
Patrick Cole
John Burns

1
Nieditor:
NB DA Board Meetings are open to the membership.

e Board meets regularly on the First Tuesdayohe

Fmonth at 6 pm at Perkins in HarMar. Members areeraged to

| verify the time and location shortly before,
as meeting times and locations can change.

Contact Information

Write to:
The Irish Music and Dance Association
. 236 Norfolk Ave NW
Itis Elk River, MN 55330
Call: 612-990-3122

E-mail:

Newsletter Submissions

We welcome our readers to submit articles of irstere
news, and notices of events to be published imé¢hesletter.
The deadline is the 20th o f the preceding month.

Send to: editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org

Rhythm: Jigs
Source: Two Tap Trio, A Night at the Fair (2010), track 1




Does this time of year, and this weather, give you the
urge for a long winter's nafZodladhis the common
word for "sleep” in Irish, and a nap iséal codlata

kind of a funny phrase, since the primary meaning of
thatnéalis "cloud." Butnéalis widely used for

napping, dozing, snoozing kinds of things. So when w
say,Nior chodail mé néal aréiwe're using thatéal
(and the verb form of "sleep") to say, "I didn't sleep a
wink last night."

Often, on these cold days, it is tempting to sleep late,
do thecodladh na headrarhe

By Will Kenny

asleep indeed.

Circle January 30 on your calendar for Gaeltacht
Minnesota's annual fundraiser.We'll run 2:00 - 6:00
pm on that Sunday afternoon at the Dubliner (Thanks,
Tom!), at Vandalia and University in St. Paul. Great
music from Legacy, 40 Shades of Green, and Martin
McHugh and friends, along with a terrific dance
performance from Rince na Chroi. Five bucks (we'll tak
more) gets you in the door for all of this entertainment,
shot at a door prize, and a free beverage. We'll have m
information on our web siteyww.gaelminn.org

ore

eadrapart at the end refers to the - “};"r’}f} {Z ~ ~li~~l.d Thisisthe only explicit fundraising
"late-morning milking time." "@M% ;ﬁﬂﬁi VUCTTULIT  Gaeltacht Minnesota does all year,
When we say that a bear sleeps &y, ¥4 and it is the main reason we are able
. STAEE, U e s ) ) "
through the winter, we translate (. Bibemam@st1 2T Vs nr 11 A ~+~ 10 provide workshop opportunities at
L . ey - =y | JINTICY0
that quite literally:Codlaionn N T TTTITE MMM such affordable levels. Please stop in
béar an geimhreadh that afternoon, or make a donation
Unfortunately, this same phrase is used for in class or by mail (box 14964, mpls 55414). Thanks
"hibernation," so when it comes to the fine points of
zoology, whether the bear truly hibernates or just By the way, in spite of some very impressive winter
sleeps, Irish isn't much help. weather, we had a good turnout and a great time on
December 13th at our 29th annual Christmas Dinner.
As for other creatures, "the sleep of the goosedglladh  Special thanks to Suin, for pulling things together, and to

gé describes very light sleep, whereas that of the
“chicken,"codladh an tsicinis a long, protracted sleep.

Typical of Irish states of being and feelings, when you
are actually sleeping, you are "in your sleepinglo(
chodladh) in Irish. And when sleep is "on you&
codladh ort you are still awake but "feeling sleepy." Tc
"wake" from sleep, we can use the vemngscailor
duisigh Interestingly enough, the latter veduiisigh is
also the word used when we "start the engine" of a ce
or machine. The engine is in its dormant state, and in
Irish we do not so much start it up as "awaken" it.

And when you engage todladh na sul oscailtehe
"sleep of the open eyes," you are "day dreaming."

Suanis another word used for "sleep” or "slumber."
Combinesuanwith the word for "walking,'siul, and

you getsuansiu) or "sleep-walking." If you look in on
your kids and sayl'4 siad ina suan codlatdThey are

in their sleep of sleep,” you mean that they are very fe

Martin, Pete and Cory for the tunes. We also enjoyed
songs from the Siles, Handful O' Fun, and Suin, and an
amazing but very compact version of Dickens's "A
Christmas Carol" as Gaeilge.
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And congratulations to Johana for taking home the
traveling trophy this year. There is no doubt that she is
role model for many a member of Gaeltacht Minnesotal

For more about all of our activities, stop in at
www.gaelminn.organd sign up for our e-newsletter, the
GaelMinn Gazette, while you are there.

Na hoscail doras na hiardige

"Don't open the door of the quarrel”, that is
"Let sleeping dogs lie."

Will




IMDA Through the Years

The Irish Music and Dance Association is lookingifard to our 30th Annual St. Patrick's Day Irishlébration at
Landmark Center in 2011. The Irish music and dameemunity has grown along with IMDA over those rgeaas is evident fro
the IMDA newsletter from November, 1983 on theduling pages. You'll find some familiar names imigd - Clairseach, Padd
O'Brien, Erin Hart, and Tom Dahill. And some hdaded into memory - MacCafferty's, Coffeehouse Extere and Walking on
Air. And - the IMDA newsletter has grown a bitwasl.

A bit of Irish Music and Dance Association Busisi@gs cut for length, but might be of interesthi$Tis the last chance
newsletter! If you haven't become a member, gthe last newsletter that we'll be able to send ydemberships are only $10.90

for individuals, and benefits include the newslettiiscounts for all IMDA-sponsored events, anadairse the tax deduction. C3ll
729-9006 today for your membership materials."

We hope you enjoy a walk down memory lane.







This year th&amerald Societyecognized the contributions of the late an
greatTim “Fitz” Fitzgerald with a proclamation and a gift in his honor tc
the Irish Fair of Minnesota's Legacy Fund. For manformation on the
Emerald Society, go tatp://www.emeraldsocietymn.org

The proclamation follows:
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For the last 5 years, the Irish Music and Dance Association has presenteddade of Dance Award to Irish
dancers who have studied for at least ten years, a total of 58 dancers to date afdheemagnizes the incredible
commitment these dancers make, and the important role they play as Ambmgsalizh Culture to the greater
community. Award winners are recognized on the Main Stage at IMDA's Day of #tisle @t Landmark Center,
and receive a certificate and a special medal.

Each year, we hear from parents and dancers that this is a very meaningfuloevbanf both, as for many dancer
these ten years represent a majority of their lives. IMDA is pleas#tare the following letter from the parent of
one of our Decade of Dance Award winners, Norah Carroll, expressing her famailgfseptive on the award and
the importance of Irish dance for Norah and young people like her.

| know that you are particularly (and justifiably) proud of the IMDAX®tade of

Dance' award program. | have been meaning for some time to tell you how mug¢

my daughter Norah appreciated receiving that award a while back. | b@rdas it
as evidence of the fact that parties outside of her immediateyfeendgnized and
appreciated the dedication and hard work that was required to remaityactive
involved in Irish dance for ten consecutive years despite the many otherdseoma
her time.

Personally, | think that her IMD®ecade of Dancaward was one of the factors
that prompted her to seek out information about opportunities to partiaiplaishi
music and dance in the Des Moines area while she was a student at Drake
University. Among other things, she began attending concerts in cemteathat
were sponsored by the Celtic Music Association [CMA], and in the prebesgot
to know some of the CMA's officers and volunteers. About a year ago, they invi
her to serve on the CMA's Board of Directdrg{://thecma.org/board-of-
directors), which she has enjoyed a great deal.

Despite double majoring in English and Journalism, and working a varigtsoivhile in school, she got through
her academic requirements in 3 1/2 years and will be graduating from Brekthls month. She has accepted a
full-time position with a Des Moines social media company called Lava Row/(www.lavarow.com/tearyy/
where she has been working part-time since April of this year. Of comdsyping that she will move back to
Minnesota eventually, and I'm thinking that the day-to-day experiends ghaing in the rapidly-evolving social
media realm will make her an attractive candidate for any numbewiafities jobs whenever she decides to
relocate.

However, no matter where she happens to be at any given time, I'm sure
that she will continue to seek out and become actively involved in
organizations that promote and celebrate Irish culture. Those inclinations
are partly attributable to the IMDA, not only because of yoecade of
Danceaward program, but also in connection with the Landmark Center
activities at which Norah performed during a decade's worth of St.lEsatric
Day celebrations. The knowledge that your collective efforts are graduc
such tangible results in a new generation of Irish-Americans must lee quit
rewarding.

Congratulations, and on behalf of the Carroll family, thank you.

Kevin Carroll
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STEPPINGSTONE S e e o e e
THEATRE music & dance of Ireland tell the story of Irish immigration to

For Youth Development Minnesota.

Featuring young musicians from the Center for Irish Music
and dancers from O'Shea Irish Dance and members of the Two Tap Trio.
Get Up Your Irishis the story of a young boy's journey from Ireland to a new home in Saint Paul
Painted with the stereotype of the combative Irishman, this young hero findsithge to face conflicts
with his fists down, and to unite his community.

Packed with toe-tapping dance numbers accompanied by fiddle, flute and guitar,
this show will have you singing for days!

This is Stepping Stone's best selling show so far, so book your tickets now!

For more information and tickets, gohtp://www.steppingstonetheatre.org/
or call the box office at 651-225-9265







IMDA Community Calendar January 2011
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(The Bookcase)

Brooklyn
by Colm Toibin, paperback
Simon & Schuster

Eilis Lacey is young, Irish, over-educated and under-employed in small town

Ireland in the 1950s. When a young priest in Brooklyn offers her a sponsorship

move to New York and begin a new life, she decides to go, leaving behind a frail

mother and spinster sister, and finds herself in a world at once foreidanaifidr,
as she meets other ex-pat Irish immigrants----and a Dodgers-lamimg ytalian

named Tony. When events back home threaten to upend her newly established life,

Eilis must decide between her hard-won independence and family obligation.
Brooklynis a masterpiece in miniature; everything is done deftly, in small

brushstrokes, but it makes a masterpiece of detail, emotional nuance and power

Eilis' story is every person's coming-of-age story, and yet uniquely hery. &heer
of us navigates the journey from adolescent years to adulthood, yet agramimi
faces the additional challenge of self-realization and maturity inmilida,
sometimes inexplicable surroundings, in a culture without the comfort ofrknow
familial territory. At first the exceptionality of the novel is notdemt: it just seems
like a story which has been told many times, of the stranger in a strangeuatiue E
guiet determination and subtle shadings of the characters, their riooisvand
dreams, are shown in intimate and masterful detail. For an "ordinagdmégilis'
experiences, her homesickness, heart-wrenching grief at unexpecesly toagk
home, and her ultimate resolution are extraordinary indeed. And the descrgbtEna®klyn in
the 1950s, the architecture, the street life, the game of basebaltetiteasss, the sheer energy o
every culture and social type rubbing shoulders with every other---the bpoktis and lyrical in
its depiction of New York and its citizens of fifty years ago.This"lit#e" book that sneaks up
on you; you don't realize until you're halfway through just how good it is. Thectbi@Eraemain
in your heart long after the last page is turned, and you find yourself wonderingtebetdry
after the story. Elegantly written, true to its core, you will Idue book. I'm going to read
everything else Colm Toibin has published, and I'm looking forward to the trip.

Sherry Ladig, frequent contributor to this column, is an Irish trad musician, a musicimus
guide at the Schubert Club, and formerly wrote reviews for the Hungry Mind tBoeks
newsletter, Fodder.
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" Music to thelrish is aliving delight, a mysterious key to a host of undiscovered emotions hoarded in tte sécr
the soul." Mairtin Byrnes

Our music hound this month@had McAnally, a talented and accomplished musician who has made performing
the Clairseach, or Gaelic harp, his life's work. He currently teacheshtre Center for Irish Music and is active i
the Twin Cities traditional music scene, where he plays in the Bandjumptiorand regularly takes part in local
sessions.

CD: “Fingal” (self titled) James Keane, Daithi Sproule, Randall Bays.
New Folk Records- NFR0502

If scientific research is to be believed, you are not only what you eat... you are
what you listen to as well.

According to a recent study | stumbled upon, a person's taste in music is
established in the mid-teenage years and often stays with them throughout
their life. This report offers an explanation: music at thisestagns mental
attachments that are linked to the neurological development of onsésafe
order, aesthetics and identity in the world.

On reading this | laughed out loud. My first thought, “"Well, this explains
some things! Daithi Sproule is partly responsible for my mental
development!”

You see, my case seems to bear out these theories. My obsession witadiigmal music started in my mid-teens
and eventually turned into a profession. The music | was listening to bac#tithedeed make a lifelong impact.

One of the first albums of traditional music | heard as a child was Yisutself?” featuring James Kelly on fiddle,
Daithi's singing and guitar work and Paddy O'Brien on box. At fifteen | redismbais album in an old stack of LP
and played it constantly for months.

This teenage neurological attachment would also explain why one of my dakrerite CD's the self titled alboum
“Fingal,” also features Daithi — with Randal Bays on fiddle and Jamesekaathe button accordion.

Mental imprinting aside, this is a great album by three outstanding emsitiat succeeds in providing something f
everyone-- be they newbies or know-it-alls. Though we live in a time in wbiath yaditional music is reasonably
accessible, one seldom meets with an album that is so exciting and vibdartavimg such immense depth and
diversity.

A good deal of this album was recorded live, and the energy of great pemfesnbefore an appreciative audience
clearly comes across. There are moving songs in Irish and English, masp@eydid airs, and brilliant tune sets of
aggressive power and great subtlety. For example, | defy anyone to sit congtitiirough the set of driving reels
on track six or to not be touched by songs like “O Bhean A' Ti” and “Bean Dubh ahGdlea

In short, I'd recommend this album to anyone. It is simply a wonderful work, no matteyauhanental state is!
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MINUTES
Irish Music and Dance Association
Annual Membership Meeting
Sunday, December 5, 2010
Merlins Rest, Minneapolis, MN

Board Members Attending: Lisa Conway, Anne Alcocer, Jan Casey, Patrick Cole, Suin Lowary, Ruth McGlyr
Members Attending: Mike Casey, Beth Engelking.
Board Members Absent: Mark Malone - Treasurer
Call to order - Lisa called the meeting to order at 4:12 PM and welecned themembers present.

Approval of the Minutes from the November Board Meeting
The minutes were approved as written. Ruth moved, Anne seconded.

Treasurer’s Statement — Mark Malone, Treasurer
The Annual Financial Statement was not presented at the meeting, sirlcevds not in attendance. This
item was tabled until the next meeting. Ruth moved, Anne seconded.
Action Item: Mark is asked to forward his report to the Board in advance of the January 4, 20
meeting.

IMDA Highlights from 2010 — Jan Casey, Secretary
Are attached.

Election of Board Members and Officers

Candidates for the Board:
Lisa Conway, continuing as President
Anne Alcocer, continuing as a Board Member
Suin Lowary, continuing as a Board Member
Ruth McGlynn, continuing as a Board Member

The Slate was elected as a complete slate. Jan moved, Beth seconded.
Note: Lisa advised that this will be her last term as Presad®his a member of the Board.

Open Discussion

Mike Casey commented that the organization is looking healthy withflgtsod things happening. The
newsletter is great — kudos to John Burns for his work on the newsMditer suggested that we fo-
cus on adding more active Board members.

Mike also asked about the possibility of looking to Paul McCluskey as Velu@@ordinator for help in
scheduling volunteers for other events throughout the year, in addition tartdenark events..

Positive feedback from the group on the partnerships that we're developingthér Irish organizations,
like the collaboration with the Great Northern Irish Pipers’ Club on thiéc@élsic Open Mic.

Suggestion that we recognize our sponsors and donors for their finandialikamdl support. Specifi-
cally, Irish on Grand who consistently helps with the cost of the gift for INHDAors Recipients; and
Cara Irish Pubs, Kivel Electric, Thompson Reuters, and Kris and ArkigHac their financial sup-
port.

Planning for St. Patrick’s Day Irish Celebration and Day of Irish Dance 2011

n




Committee Reports
General/Logistics — Lisa
Contact has been made with Arcee Rentals for staging
Contact has been made with Kate at Landmark Center. Publicity is underateywik organize
hooding the parking meters around Landmark.
We will need to begin thinking about planning for a transition and someorketorid.isa’s re-
sponsibilties, since she will not be with us after 2011.
Entertainment — Jan and Suin
Planning is progressing, with a goal of having a schedule by early Jar@iywing up with a
couple of bands and dance groups who did not yet respond.
Marketplace — Ruth
Invitations should go out this week to vendors who have been with us in the past.
Tea Room — Anne
Nothing to report at this date.
Publicity
Jan suggested that we look in to having stickers made that guests couddivwestising the event
(similar to the “I voted” stickers).
Action Item — Lisa will look into costs.
New Business

Discussion about adding Irish music podcasts to our resources list on theewebsuld also include
Cantaria.com. a resource for songs.

Action Item: Jan will work on these additions.

Discussion about the possibility of creating an IMDA calendar as atftRindraiser. Anne suggested
encouraging our guests to submit photos and promoting the idea on Facklaweknformation and
discussion is needed.

Action Item: Lisawill look into costs.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:12 PM. Beth moved, Ruth seconded.

Next Meeting— Jan. 4, 5:30 PM, Perkin’s at HarMar.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jan Casey, Secretary Dec. 26, 2010

Cara Irish Pubs Irish on Grand

Kivel Electric Klecko and St. Agnes Bakery
St. Paul Irish Dancers Kris and Art Shackle
Thomson Reuters, Twin City Lawmen and

Our many volunteers at St. Patrick’'s Day and throghout the year




By Bhloscaidh

First Saturday Afternoon CéHiDubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint P&nom 2:00 to 5:00. The suggested donation
$2.00 per person. The dances are taught and d¢ajl®dul McCluskey.

S

Third Saturday Night Céik The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. P&dnces taught and called by Mike Whelan with
Irish dance music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band.nlidsion $5 per person, $20 maximum per family.

Irish Dance Classes:

Irish Ceili Dance Classes - First Tuesday night
Merlins Rest- 3601 East Lake Street in Minneapolis. We'll ted@hdances as we go, and basic steps as neede® PMpevery
first Tuesday. Paul McCluskey will teach and caé dances. Come dancing!

Céili Dancing - Wednesday Nights

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Ireimcing in a genuine Irish pub with a wooden fltat

has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps amtemare taught by Suin Lowary. Basic beginningsstge taught beginning at
7:30 (please note the time change), with advareszbhs and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Yeand; no children, and must
be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PMeFr

Conway Recreation Center 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This clas®ld ln a park and recreation gym, and is taught b
fine dancers/instructors who will provide plentyspfecial attention for your particular level of exignce. The class runs from 7:00
to 8:30 PM. Year-round and open to all ages. Free.

<

Set Dancing - Thursday Nights

The Ivy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, rigltra) the Midtown Greenway. Set dances are taughteshbly
Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from10pm, year-round. $7 per person.

Lots more information at: Loma mér Irish Dance Glwlvw.lomamor.org
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By Copper Shannon

(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’)

= The Wild Colonial Bhoywere featured in the lineup of A-list Minnesota artists ortthee for the Holidays A I\/Iin—
> hesota Christmas VolumeCD compilation. The album benefits local charities for the holidays B\@inal contri-g

A warm January treat Mairtin de Cégain will be calling the dances at the Monthly Ceili on #aidgaat the Celtic
& Junction. As always, music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band. 5

Jeeperslook who is in the local paper, The Rochester Post Bulletin! Check ostiotlyeathttp://
www.postbulletin.com/newsmanager/templates/localnews_story.3pRa=482698

b4}

Applications for the 2011 Young Ambassador Program in Northern Ireland adawluary 31, 2011. Go ktp://

R R

IMDA Membership

www.youngambassadorprogram.comcontact Beth Engelking Bethengelking@gmail.cofer more information.

Want to know what's going on in the local Irish scea? Interested in music, dance, theatre and cultureBe the first on your
block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It's a nere $20 for an annual individual membership and $2%or a family
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, bt whatever you do, support your local artists!

(Mark all that apply)

Name: Today’s Date:

Address: \Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?,
Membership Type: New? Gift? Renewal? ICorporate? Family?

Interests: Music Dance Theatre Gaelic olunteer

E-mail:

Phone Number:

We will send your monthly newsletter electronically via e-mail unlesyou would prefer to have it mailed.
Prefer US Mail.

400 Macalester St.
St. Paul, MN 55105

Just tear out the above form and send it with a chek made out to “IMDA” to:
The IMDA Membership Coordinator c/o Jan Casey




236 Norfolk Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330

Postmaster:
Time/Dated Material
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