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Meán Fómhair 

Set aside Friday evening, Oct. 29, 2010 for a very special evening with musician 
Paddy O’Brien. 
 
IMDA Honors Paddy O’Brien will be held Oct. 29 at the Celtic Junction. 
Paddy O’Brien is regarded by serious players and collectors of Irish traditional 
music as one of the tradition’s most important repositories; in a career that spans 
nearly forty years, he has collected more than 3,000 compositions—jigs, reels, 
hornpipes, airs, and marches, including many rare and unusual tunes. 
 
His collection, all the more remarkable because it is stored in his head, is the result 
of many years of careful listening, diligent practice, and sharing tunes with people 
for the sake of the music itself. 

 
A product of County Offaly in the midlands of Ireland, Paddy traveled the 
countryside as a young man to spend time with older players, absorbing 
music and the accompanying oral tradition.  Since the mid-1980s Paddy has 
toured with a number of different artists.  Paddy currently tours and records 
with Irish traditional trio Chulrua. 
 
For many devotees of Irish music, Paddy O’Brien is the embodiment of the 
living tradition, one who understands and communicates the essence of 
Gaelic culture, going beyond technique to the spirit that drives the music. 
Paddy O’Brien captures the creativity, honesty, and enthusiasm that great 
traditional music is all about. 
 
IMDA Honors Paddy O’Brien will be an evening of music and fellowship 
– a very special evening indeed.  Please plan to join us in honoring a truly 
amazing musician and a cherished member of our community. 
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The Minnesota Feis welcomes you to the 10th Annual Irish Dance, Music and Arts Competition in St. Paul, Minne-
sota on Saturday, September 25, 2010.  Once again, this year’s event will be held at The River Centre in St. Paul. 

A “feis” is an Irish dance and music competition where amateur dancers and musicians compete both individually and 
in small teams before national and international adjudicators. The judges then score the competitors in various com-
petition categories based on their age and proficiency and provide them feedback that will help them grow in their 
skills. The dancers and musicians range in age from five years-old to adult. Their skills range from “first feis” begin-
ners to championship level. The event is open to the public to enjoy the day watching the dancing, listening to the 
music and shopping at a great array of vendors.  
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The IMDA Board is: 
President:   Lisa Conway 
Treasurer: Mark Malone  
Secretary:  Jan Casey  
Board Members: Suin Lowry 
                        Ruth McGlynn  
                         Anne Alcocer 
Editor:                 John Burns 
Advertising: Open Seat 
 

IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the First Tuesday of each 
month at 6 pm at Perkins in HarMar. Members are encouraged to 
verify the time and location shortly before, 
as meeting times and locations can change. 

Contact Information  
Write to: 

Irish Music and Dance Association 
236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 

Call: 612-990-3122 
E-mail:  ������	����������������������������	�  

I was able to nab my own copy of Pat O’Connor and Eoghan 
O’Sullivan’s recent CD, Conversation at the Crosses, while I was 
in Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare, attending the Willie Clancy Summer 
School in June.  It’s one of my new favorites now.  Recorded live at 
The Crosses of Annagh in West Clare, it features Pat on fiddle and 
Eoghan on accordion and flute, all unaccompanied except for a 
couple of tracks.  It’s conducive to learning tunes because (a) you 
don’t want to take it out of your CD player, and (b) they play at a 
nice, comfortable pace with an infectious lift and tend to repeat a 
tune, oh, several times.  I recommend it highly.  This month’s tune 
appears in track 8, and follows The Hunter’s Purse. 
 
For more information about Pat and Eoghan, see their website at 
http://conversationatcrosses.com. 

 
Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription 
errors are my own.  The notation here 
is not meant to be a substitute for 
listening.  It is simply an aid to 
learning the tune. 

������������������ ��� by Amy Shaw 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, 
news, and notices of events to be published in the newsletter.  
The deadline is the 20th o f the preceding month. 
Send to: editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 
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We had a dandy time at the Irish Fair in August, and 
countless visitors to our booth went away with new 
names. Ainm is the word for "name" in Irish, and as 
most of you probably know, it is our custom to fit out 
visitors to our booth with name tags -- we might coin 
the compound word Irish ainmlipéad, or "name label" -- 
carrying Irish Gaelic versions of their first names. 
 
If we need to be more specific, we 
could say that we deal with the 
ainm baiste, the "name given in 
baptism," at our booth, as we 
usually just don't have time to 
include the sloinne or "surname." 
Some visitors prefer to remain "anonymous," and we 
have been known to give those individuals name tags 
with the legend gan ainm ("without a name"), as there 
is no single Irish word for "anonymous." 
 
Some individuals assume false identities, particularly if 
the Irish versions of their real names are not very 
interesting. We allow anyone to choose new name, if 
they wish, a sort of "pen name," or ainm cleite, literally 
meaning a "feather name" or "quill name." 
 
We can use the concept of "name" to refer to reputation 
in Irish, much as we do in English: Tá an t-ainm sin 
uirthi, "that's the name that is on her," meaning, "that is 
her reputation." But we can also use it to suggest that 
something is rather makeshift, or that it really doesn't 
measure up. We can say, Tá sé in ainm a bheith ina rí, 
"He is a king in name only," to indicate that his title 
doesn't actually have anything behind it. Similarly, if 
someone suggests, Tá tú in ainm a bheith ag obair, 
"you are working in name," they are saying that you are 
supposed to be working, but you aren't doing much. 
 
In some phrases ainm means "noun," in the 
grammatical sense, although we usually translate 
"noun" with ainmfhocal, or "name word." Ainmneach is 
a the form that refers to the "nominative" case in Irish. 
 
Ainmnigh is the verb form, and it is often used for 
naming someone to be your candidate for political 
office. Thus we get ainmnitheach, the "named person," 

as our "nominee." 
 
Thanks to everyone who worked at our booth at the 
Irish Fair on Harriet Island, and particularly to Maureen 
for coordinating our volunteers, and to Shari for her 
tireless work. We had many excellent volunteers, 
enjoyed some fine chats with visitors who are 
interested in learning Irish, or even in starting groups in 

their own communities, and, of 
course, gave out hundreds and 
hundreds of names in Irish, some of 
them more than a little creative, we 
will admit. 
 

We are offering our Introduction to Irish Gaelic 
through St. Paul Community Education this coming 
October. Registration was due to open online on 
September 3, and is handled at Community Eduction, 
not Gaeltacht Minnesota. Visit www.commed.spps.org 
to sign up -- although you may want to stop by our web 
site to see if we have any news about available space, 
since we expect the 25 available spaces to be filled in 
the first day of registration. 
 
We can also heartily recommend an outstanding 
weekend workshop, October 15-17, offered by the 
Celtic Cultural Center of Madison, WI. Many of our 
students have attended the Madison workshop, and it is 
a great place to get started on learning Irisih (or to 
polish skills you may already have. Head to 
www.celticmadison.org/events/irish-weekend.html for 
details and forms. 
 
For news of our activities and regional events, like 
those just mentioned, sign up for our free e-zine, The 
GaelMinn Gazette, at www.gaelminn.com. You'll also 
get tips (in English) for studying the language more 
efficiently, delivered to your e-mailbox on the 25th of 
each month. 
 
Ná baintear an t -ainm den bhlonag 
"Do not take the name from 'fat'", that is 
"Call a spade a spade!" 

~Will  

�������������	��	���������������� By Will  Kenny 
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" Music to the Irish is a living delight, a mysterious key to a host of undiscovered emotions hoarded in the secrets of the soul." Mairtin Byrnes 

Irish Fair of Minnesota Releases First-Ever CD Samp ler  
  

The Irish Fair of Minnesota released its first annual Irish Fair of Minnesota CD Sampler at this 
year’s fair, Aug. 13-15 on Harriet Island. This CD features music from 13 of the local bands that 
played at this year’s festival.  

The CD is available for purchase at retail stores, including Irish on Grand and Irish Indeed.  

The band and track listing for the CD is as follows: 

Wild Colonial Bhoys: “Big Tim Fitzgerald”  
Rumgumption: “Twa Corbies”  
Sweet Colleens: “The Terrible Two Step”  
Reverse Cowboy: “Black & Tans”  
The Hi Bs: “John Walsh’s / Ceangulla/ Jim Keeffe’s”  
Hounds of Finn: “Arms as Warm These”  
Two Tap Trio: “Wish I Never Saw You”  
Paddy Wagon: “Hills of Connemara”  
Legacy: “Mary Ellen Carter”  
McInnis’ Kitchen: “Terra Nova”  
The Eddies: “Mingulay Boat Song”  
Lockin Road: “Bard of Armagh/Streets of Laredo”  
Old Triangle: “So Long Marianne”  
Tim Fitzgerald: “Isn’t it Grand Boys?” 

 
The CD is dedicated to longtime Irish Fair board member and a great friend to Irish musicians, Tim Fitzgerald, who passed away 
this year. Proceeds from the sale of this CD will help fund a scholarship in Fitz’s memory.  

����������'����(��������)����*���������������$����� ����	
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Our third year of presenting and hosting the Best Legs in a Kilt 
Contest at Irish Fair of Minnesota was a spectacular 
success!  Starting in 2008, our Kilt Contest began in the boxing ring 
area of the fair.  After largely outgrowing that venue a stage was 
erected in the main pub tent at Irish Fair this year and we packed the 
tent!  Sign-ups for the contest had to close early due to a high volume 
of interest and we had some of the best legs in town!  To the delight 
and wild screams of our audience, contestants young and old strutted 
their stuff in historic to modern kilts.  
  

We would like to thank all who came out to support and applaud our 
contestants, all of the brave men who signed up to entertain that 
crowd, our amazing judges from the new Ahern's Irish Pub, the Irish 
Fair of Minnesota that allows us to bring the contest back every year 
and, of course, our favorite bagpiper and all around fabulously kilted 
emcee Mr. Jim Tarbox who keeps the whole bit of shenanigans on 
track and an amazing crowd pleasing event! 
  

Our 2010 winners were: 
Best Legs in a Kilt (general category):   Aidan Lovegren 
Best Legs in a Kilt (musician category):   Phil Platt (3rd consecutive year!) 
Best Legs in a Kilt (hairiest legs category):  Rurin Hover 
Best Legs in a Kilt (knobbiest knees category):  Joe "the Green Guy" Borman 
Best Legs in a Kilt (chicken legs category):  Mr. Christianson 
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(The Bookcase) 

��������� *  
By Copper Shannon 

(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’) 
 

In memory and appreciation:  A new bridge in the New Hampshire city of Dover has been officially named the 
Tommy and Mary Makem Memorial Bridge.  Tommy was born in Co. Armagh, spent most of his adult life in Do-
ver and with his wife was a major benefactor to the local community.  The $4.67 million bridge crosses the Cocheco 
River at Washington Street.  Mary passed away in 2001 and Tommy in 2007. 

Congratulations to Will Harrison , who won the “Irish Got Talent!” contest at Irish Fair.  The contest gave Will a 
performance spot on the River Stage and a few coins for his pocket! 

Well done to the dancers from Rince na Chroi, who made their debut at Milwaukee Irish Fest!  The dancers were 
amazing – and the audience loved them!   

Sweet Singing on the banks of Lake Michigan.  The Milwaukee Irish Fest Song Circle was enriched with the voices 
of our own Suin Lowary, Lizzie Gross and Judith Clancy.   Another great way to enjoy Irish Fest! 

An Irish Country Doctor             Patrick Taylor     Forge Press, paperback 
  
     There have been a number of memoirs in the last decades in Irish literature; perhaps even more common is the 
practice of writing a novel based closely on one's personal experiences. An Irish Country Doctor falls into this 
category. Patrick Taylor, a County Down man and city slicker to the core, wrote about his first years as a general 
practitioner in the early 1960's in the little Northern Irish town of Ballybucklebo. "BallyB" is about as backward and 
un-citified as you can get; and the new doc finds himself swept up into the local affairs, drama and medical complaints 
that all rural doctors are challenged by. His mentor, a local pugnacious old doctor who is part philosopher, part 
confessor, part magician, part charlatan----so many parts that our new man nearly runs from the challenge---persuades 
young Dr. Barry Laverty to stick it out for at least a few months. The result is a memoir (only thinly diguised) of 
colorful country characters and practices, comedy, high and low drama, and great personal growth and change for the 
young doctor.  

       This story has been told many times: All Creatures Great and Small (about vets, but essentially the same old doc/
young doc story), Doc Martin (now running on PBS on Sunday nights), even Ballykissangel (substituting a wet-
behind-the-ears priest for the doctor) are all in the same genre: the beleaugered newcomer out of his league in the rural 
village. This one is fascinating for its 1960's take. Rural Ireland was essentially unchanged from the 19th century until 
sometime in the late 1970's (much of that change came from Ireland joining the EU). This is before medically 
prescribed birth control was allowed in Ireland, and there were beliefs in superstition and folk remedies, ignorance, 
sometimes a callous disregard of animals and other people; all these abounded in backward places, but next door to 
these there was also generosity, reliance on neighbors, sweeping beauty in the landscape, and the change of seasons 
and celebrations known only to country folk. The descriptive language is lovely and evocative: Morris Minors, wet 
tweeds, turf fires, sheep-judging contests, public smoking everywhere; this book brings back an era that will not be 
seen again in Ireland. If nostalgia's your thing, this is just the book for you. Read it with a cup of Barry's tea, some 
biccies and a warm wool throw on a cold night , when the autumn chill nips the air and the furnace kicks in for the first 
time in the season. 

      Also in this series, if you like the first one: An Irish Country Village and An Irish Country Christmas. 

               Reviewed by Sherry Ladig, frequent contributor to this column, Irish traditional musician in Dunquin, and former 
reviewer for the Hungry Mind bookstore's monthly newsletter. 
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IMDA Community Calendar September 2010 
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By Mike Casey 

 As much as Jan and I enjoy working on Irish Fair of Minnesota, by Sunday 
night I’m knackered.  For that and many reasons more, we look forward to visiting 
Milwaukee Irish Fest the following weekend and just chill (actually Jan is a 9 year 
volunteer at Irish Fest, glutton for punishment that she is). 

This was our 17th straight trip, and we joined people from all over North America, 
and performers from the U.S., Canada, Ireland, Scotland and France to help 
Milwaukee celebrate their 30th year.  It always feels like old home week for us, 
connecting not only with friends from home like Suin Lowary, Kris and Art Shackle, 
Lisa Conway, Kathy Lube, Judith Clancy, Tim McAndrew and others, but also so 
many people we have met who put this great festival together, as well as friends we 
have shared Irish cruises and tours with. 

Nowhere else can you see Gaelic Storm, Cherish the Ladies, Green Fields of America, the Celtic Tenors, balladeers 
like Tom Sweeney, Mick Maloney, Archie Fisher, Seamus Kennedy, and exciting new bands such as Kintra, Girsa, 
and the Red Hot Chili Pipers all in one weekend.  There were 10 acts from Northern Ireland alone.  It is truly a gift to 
all of us who love Irish music and dance. 

A Friday night deluge of rain did little to dampen spirits, although it just about blew away the Hedge School tent 
where Tommy Sands was speaking, at one point.  The Milwaukee board always generously provides a luncheon on 
Saturday for members of all her sister festivals.  This year Colm Croffy, the president of the confederation of Irish 
festivals in Ireland, was there to speak of the coming conference of Irish festivals to be held in Ireland in November, 
with at least 75 representatives of North American 
festivals attending. 

With so many acts in town (and you never can see them 
all), one of the delights that frequently happens is to be 
watching a performance and be surprised by other 
musicians joining on stage for a couple of songs or 
tunes.  I witnessed it at least a half dozen times this year.  
Milwaukee Irish Fest is like the harvest festival of 
musicians. 

As Sunday night came and the Fest drew to a close, 
thousands of us gathered around the Aer Lingus stage 
under a full moon.  We joined what looked like every 
Irish singer and musician in the world, as Joanie Madden 
of Cherish the Ladies led us all in the music and songs 
of the Scattering.  We then turned around and witnessed 
a magical fireworks display over Lake Michigan.  As we 
left, many of the Irish Fest organizers were at the gate, 
saying goodbye and inviting us back next year. 

Our congratulations to Ed Ward, Chuck Ward, Jane 
Anderson, Barry Stapleton, and all the fine people who 
made this event a reality for 30 years.  We know where 
we will be in 2011 for the 3rd weekend in August. 
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The Curtin-Conway Award is presented each year to someone who has made significant contributions to the Irish cul-
tural community in the Twin Cities and/or Minnesota.   
 
Eileen Dahill is recognized for her work and effort in keeping the tradi-
tion of Irish dancing alive and growing in the Twin Cities.  Eileen is 
founder and director of the St. Paul Irish Dancers, who are celebrating 
their 15 year anniversary this year.  St. Paul Irish Dancers is dedicated 
to offering a gateway to Irish culture through dance.  Eileen first studied 
Irish dance with Katie Griffin and has danced with Moon-
coin Ceili Dancers.  Eileen and the St. Paul Irish Dancers are out-
standing ambassadors for Irish culture in performing in a variety of set-
tings all through the year, and always as part of IMDA’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Irish Celebration and Day of Irish Dance. 
The award honors Leah Curtin and Roger Conway, two of the original 
organizers of the festival, and recognizes the honoree’s contributions 
and their role as an inspiration to others.  The award includes a $1000 
donation by the Irish Fair to the Irish cultural charity of the recipient's 
choice, and the name of the honoree is placed on a plaque that is on 
public display at the Fair and all year long at Irish On Grand.  
Congratulations and best wishes! Photo courtesy of Mark Lissick 
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O’Keane �First Saturday Afternoon Céilí - Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, from 2:00 to 5:00. The suggested donation is 

$2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paul McCluskey. 
 
Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Paul. Dances taught and called by Mike Whelan with 
Irish dance music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band. Admission $5 per person, $20 maximum per family. 

 

Irish Dance Classes: 

 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 

 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a wooden floor that 
has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Súin Lowary. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 
7:30 (please note the time change), with advanced lessons and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and must 
be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PM. Free. 
 

Conway Recreation Center - 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This class is held in a park and recreation gym, and is taught by 
fine dancers/instructors who will provide plenty of special attention for your particular level of experience. The class runs from 7:00 
to 8:30 PM. Year-round and open to all ages. Free. 

 

Midtown Global Market - 920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis. Look for the big green neon letters that say MIDTOWN and dance 
right in the heart of South Minneapolis. Come early to learn the basic steps, and learn the reels and jigs with experienced dancers 
plus newcomers who discover us while out for dinner or shopping. Steps and dances are taught by Paul McCluskey. The class starts 
at 6:00 pm. Free. 

 

Set Dancing - Thursday Nights 

 

The Ivy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, right along the Midtown Greenway. Set dances are taught and led by 
Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from 7-10pm, year-round. $7 per person. 

 

Lots more information at: Lóma mór Irish Dance Club, www.lomamor.org 
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Just tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to: 
The IMDA Membership Coordinator  c/o Jan Casey 
400 Macalester St. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Name:  Today’s Date:  

Address: 

Membership Type: 
 

New? Gift? Renewal? Corporate? Family? 

Interests: 
(Mark all that apply) 

Music 
 

Dance Theatre Gaelic Volunteer 
 

Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?  

IMDA Membership 
Want to know what’s going on in the local Irish scene? Interested in music, dance, theatre and culture? Be the first on your 

block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It’s a mere $20 for an annual individual membership and $25 for a family 
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, but whatever you do, support your local artists! 

Phone Number: 

E-mail: 

We will send your monthly newsletter electronically via e-mail unless you would prefer to have it mailed. 
_____ Prefer US Mail. 

����(�����7�����	��
����8����� �
September 12th Join us at the Historic LeDuc Estate in Hastings, MN as they celebrate their Civil War Weekend 
September 11-12. We will be there on SUNDAY AFTERNOON ONLY, starting at noon, and accompanying Dave 
Bauer and Pat Geister as they read from B Is For Battle Cry, as well as playing some music selections on our own. 
This is a really fun, family-friendly event. Kick off your Sesquicentennial Celebration (150 years in 2011) of the 
beginning of the Civil War! (Admission charged at the gate). 

  September 19th Don and Sherry will play our Trafalgar/Regency (circa 1800-1820) set of music at the 
NorthWest Fur Post outside of Pine City for their annual Fall Gathering celebration! This is great fun, with lots of 
demonstrations in cooking, weaving, Native American sports, music, a voyageur encampment, and more activities at 
the Fur Post. It goes Saturday and Sunday of that weekend, but we're only there Sunday afternoon, probably around 
12:30 and 2:30 (exact times not yet determined, but two shows for sure). (Admission charged at the gate). 
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Postmaster: 
Time/Dated Material 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 


