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Featured in the IMDA Music Workshop Tent 
 

Friday, August 13 
5:00 pm - Interactive Sea Shanties - The Eddies 
6:00 pm - Irish Drinking Songs - Tom Dahill 
 

Saturday, August 14 
11:00 am - Learn to Sing Traditional Irish Song -  Dáithí  Sproule 
12:30 pm - Interactive Sea Shanties - The Eddies 
1:30 pm - Evolution of Irish Music in American Song - Locklin Road 
2:30 pm - The Bodhrán Drum: Heartbeat of the Tunes - Todd Menton 
3:30 pm - Guitar in Irish Music - Dáithí Sproule 
4:30 pm - Irish Lumberjack Songs of Minnesota - Brian Miller 
5:30 pm - Irish Work Songs of Occupations - Tom Dahill 
 

Sunday, August 15 
11:00 am - Irish Harp, Symbols and Sounds - Chad McAnally 
Noon - The Boys Won't Leave Girls Alone: Songs of Irish Romance  

and other Oxymorons - Kevin Carroll and David McKoskey 
1:00 pm - Whistle songs that are Tunes and Tunes that are Songs -  

Learn to sing and play them both - Norah Rendell 
2:00 pm - Songs of Northern Ireland - Tommy Sands 
3:00 pm - Songs of Irish Immigration - Traditional Singers Club with Norah Rendell 
4:00 pm - The Irish Mandolin: The Fiddle's Bright-Toned Fretted Cousin - Todd Menton 
5:00 pm - Irish Lumberjack Songs of Minnesota - Brian Miller 
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IMDA members and friends are cordially invited to an informal gathering at Irish Fair on Saturday evening, 

August 14 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the IMDA Music Workshop Tent. 
 

Grab a beverage and head over to the Workshop Tent for snacks and and sociability.  It’s a busy time for 
everyone and we know that IMDA members are also Irish Fair volunteers and supporters  

– we hope you can find time to stop by! 

Tune of the Month 2 

Gaelic Corner  3 

Irish Storytellers 4 

Irish Fair Theater 6 

Irish Culture at the Fair 7 

August Calendar 8-9 

De Bogman 10 

Ceili Corner 15 

An Leabhragán  12 
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The Donegal tune repertoire is rich in waltzes.  Or so I learned 
during Danny Diamond’s workshop, “Tunes from the ITM 
Archive,” during the Young Irish Musicians Weekend in June.  
Danny, who is the Field Recordings Officer at the Irish Traditional 
Music Archive in Dublin, had many Donegal tunes to share with us, 
including this lovely waltz from the area of Glencolumbkille in 
southwest Donegal. 
 
Danny’s lecture about the Irish Traditional Music Archive was 
really interesting, even if you’re not a library geek like me!  He gave 
an overview of the extensive collection of sound recordings and 
other materials at the Archive, and played many fascinating sound 
clips.  You can find out more at the ITMA website: http://
www.itma.ie. 
 
How lucky for us that the Center for Irish Music brings great 
musicians like Danny right to our doorstep! 
 
Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription errors are my own.  The 
notation here is not meant to be a substitute for listening.  It is 
simply an aid to learning the tune. 

���������	��
���	� �By Amy Shaw  
The IMDA Board is: 
President:  Lisa Conway 
Treasurer: Mark Malone  
Secretary:  Jan Casey  
Board Members: Suin Lowary 
 Ruth McGlynn 
 Anne Alcocer 
  
 

Editor:                    John Burns 
Advertising: Open Seat 
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Contact Information  
Write to: 

Irish Music and Dance Association 
236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 

Call: 612-990-3122 

Newsletter Submissions 
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What's with the funny capitalization of a phrase 
like Tír na nÓg ("Land of the Young")? That last 
word is correct, with a lowercase n and an uppercase 
Ó, and we never expect to see either NÓG or nóg in 
this phrase. 
 One of the challenges 
that bedevils learners of 
Irish is that the language 
cheerfully fiddles with the 
beginnings of words to 
reflect grammar and carry 
meaning. These changes, 
called "initial mutations," definitely take some getting 
used to. 
 Using the English word "boat" as an example, we 
can talk about "his boat," "her boat," or "their boat." In 
Irish, all three possessives, "his," "her," and "their" are 
translated by what looks like the same word, 
consisting of the single letter a. So how do you tell 
them apart? 
 You change the word that follows the possessive, 
"boat," which is bád in Irish. To say "his boat," we 
change the b sound to a w or a v sound and show that 
by adding an h, so it is written a bhád. To say "her 
boat," we don't change anything: a bád. And to say 
"their boat," we replace the b sound with an m sound, 
which we write in front of the original letter: a mbád. 
 With vowels, there are a number of grammatical 
situations that can prefix a letter to a word. When we 
are dealing with lowercase spelling, we use a hyphen 
to keep things clear. So "of the young (plural)," when 
it isn't part of a proper noun as in the name of, say, a 
children's theater group performing at the Irish Fair, or 
a dance company, comes out n-óg. But in the proper 
noun usage, we can drop the hyphen and use the 
lowercase-uppercase distinction to make it clear that 
that n is not part of the original word, but a product of 
the grammatical situation: nÓg. 
 Similarly, úll means "apple", but when we make 
this masculine noun definite -- "the apple" -- we have 
to prefix a t, producing an t-úll. Yet if we were talking 
about An tÚll Mór, "The Big Apple," we could just 
use capitalization to show what we mean. 
  

 
 

This prefixing practice actually plays a role in 
many common Irish surnames, and in English versions 
of place names.  
 For example, in a name like O'Hara, the original 

Irish version might look more like 
Ó hEaghra. The h is only there 
because it is preceded by that Ó, 
but it carried over as a permanent 
part of the name in English.  
 Similarly, the Irish name of 
Ballinagar, in County Offaly, is 
Béal Átha na gCarr ("the mouth 

of the ford of the cars/carts"). The g that remains in 
the English name was originally there only to show a 
plural form in the grammar of the phrase. 
 Tricky stuff? You betcha. But those are the kinds 
of fascinating features that keep us coming back to 
learn more about the language, week after week. 
 We are offering our Introduction to Irish Gaelic 
through St. Paul Community Education this coming 
October. Registration is now available through the 
Community Ed website (not through Gaeltacht 
Minnesota), and it will fill quickly. Completing all 
four sessions of this introductory course opens the 
door for new students to attend our regular Monday 
evening classes. Visit www.commed.spps.org to sign 
up. 
  

Thanks so much to everyone who participated in 
our 10th annual Weekend in Winona. We had a great 
bunch of students, outstanding instructors, lots of 
generous helpers, and a very genial host at the 
University of St. Mary's in the form of Patrick O'Shea. 
 
Staying up to date with all of our activities is easy 
when you sign up for our free e-zine, The GaelMinn 
Gazette, at www.gaelminn.com. You'll also get tips 
(in English) for studying the language more 
efficiently, delivered to your e-mailbox on the 25th of 
each month. 
 
Gnáthamh na hoibre an t-eolas 
Knowledge is gained through work 

 
Will  
 

�	������������������������������ By Will  Kenny 
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“Storytelling encompasses virtually every facet of human endeavor.  This ancient tradition is at 
the heart of the human experience and is just as vital today, just as much a thread of our social 
fabric, as ever before.” (from the International Storytelling Center’s website) 
Storytelling is one of the oldest and most revered of the Irish arts, with the Seanachie 
(storyteller) holding a special place in Irish Culture. Irish Fair is pleased to present this very 
Irish art form in the Sean T. Kelly Lore ‘n More Tent all weekend. 
 
New storytellers include: 
 
Ann Reay has delighted audiences locally and abroad with 
her stories and her work in story.  At the Minnesota 
Children’s Museum, she worked with the Children’s 
Museum Players, helping run the “Once Upon a Story 
Contest” and was featured workshop presenter and teller.  
She was a resident teller for the Dept. of Defense 
Dependent Schools in the Far East and has been an 
organizer and teller in the storytelling community in the 
Twin Cities.  She collaborated with two other tellers to 
write, perform and produce “My War:  from Bismark to 
Britain and Back” a true family story told by 3 
generational voices, presented at the Northlands 
Storytelling Conference and the Minnesota Fringe Festival.  
Ann will start off the Fall season of the unique Two Chairs 
Telling as a featured performer in September.  Ann will 
tell Cry the Dreamer: The O’Brians come to Minnesota. 
 
Tommy Sands is best known as a legendary singer/songwriter and social activist working for 
peace in Northern Ireland.  According to Pete Seeger, “Tommy Sands has achieved that difficult 
but wonderful balance between knowing and loving the traditions of his home and being 
concerned with the future of the whole world.”  Tommy is also a dynamic and enchanting 
storyteller, who enjoys relaying messages through many of the old Irish folk takes.  Tommy will 
tell Irish Folk Tales. 
 
Returning favorites are: 
 
Michael Cotter, underwent the definitive career change, having taken up storytelling at the age 
of 50.  A veteran storyteller, Michael is the founder and artistic director of the Minnesota 
Storytelling Festival, and has also appeared at the National 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN, the 3 Apples Storytelling Festival in Harvard, MA, 
Pete Seeger’s Clearwater Festival, and the Smithsonian Institution.  Michael will be telling Tales 
from a 3rd generation Irish Farmer. 
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John Dingley’s singing, acting, stories and humor have been a mainstay of our Celtic 
community here in the Twin Cities for many years.  A native Welshman, John is a member of 
the Na Fina Irish Theatre Company.  John will tell The Biggest Pack of Lies You’ve Ever 
Heard.. 
 
John Gleeson is a favorite at Irish Fair and a popular speaker at Irish 
events all across the country, as well as in Ireland and on Irish cruise 
lines. John is the head of Celtic Studies at the University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee. John invites his audience to Pull up to the Fire.   
 
Carol McCormick is one of our most experienced local storytellers.  She 
not only entertains throughout the state, but graces both the cultural stages 
and the children’s area each year at Irish Fair.  When Carol tells stories, 
ears perk up, eyes widen, and imaginations spark. Carol will tell Tales 
from the Emerald Isle.   
 
Eamonn O’Neill, a native of Cork City, has been a U.S. resident since 1965.  Eamonn is a 
retired schoolteacher who is also a founding member and resident Seanachie of Milwaukee 
Irish Arts.  He endeavors to retain the flavor of the storytelling tradition as practiced in the 
humblest of Irish cottages of yesteryear.  He encourages audiences to step out of our sound 
byte present, and lose ourselves in the language of simpler times known only too well by our 
Irish forebears.  Eamonn will tell Well, The Way I Hear it. 
 
David McCullough Zander, who grew up in West 
London, has traveled and lived in 22 different countries 
and taught in several different school systems.  These 
experiences led him to study Anthropology and develop 
an interest in storytelling.  David collects stories from 
around the world, including Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
the Caribbean. He is a resident storyteller at the St. Joan 
of Arc Summer Camps, has taught an Elderhostel 
course on Irish folklore at St. Cloud, and regularly hosts 
storytelling events in North Minneapolis. David will tell 
Irish Myths, Wonder Tales and Cultural Heros. 
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 Theatrical presentations with an Irish flavor have become a regular offering of Irish Fair Minnesota, 
with presentations of a variety of short plays aboard the Minnesota Centennial Showboat. The Showboat 
is handicapped-accessible, air conditioned and the performances are free. 

 
 First on the lineup at noon is a presentation from Tir na N’og Irish 
Children’s Theater. Children ages 5 to 17 will be working and 
playing together during a week-long theater camp, and then presenting 
their work for Irish Fair visitors. With help from director Sarah 
Cromer-Ben Said, the young performers will present their own 
original version of an Irish story. 
 

 Don’t miss the chance to see the children’s version of a favorite story. 
 
 Milwaukee Irish Arts presents Melody 
by Deirdre Kinahan at 1:00 and 3:00 pm. 
Melody is a charming new play that cooks 
up an interesting recipe of mature love 
between two lonely souls who share a 
passion for classical music, ham and cheese 
sandwiches and…..massage parlours!.  This 
is the third year that Irish Fair has had the 
pleasure of presenting productions from 
Milwaukee’s own artistic treasure. 
 
  
Patrick Ryan will present Matt Talbot at 2:00 pm. Matt Talbot was an Irish ascetic who is revered by 
many Catholics for his piety, charity, and mortification of the flesh.  He went from indifferent to devout 
about his Catholic faith when he “took the pledge” for alcoholism.  Pat Ryan wrote and performs this 
Chatauqua where he re-creates Matt Talbot and tells the story of his life. Pat is an adjunct instructor in 
Communications at Minnesota State University Mankato. 
 
 Lex-Ham Community Theater will present Losers, one act of Lovers by Brian Friel at 4:00 pm. 
Lovers is subtle combination of comedy and tragedy that enlists our sympathy for what we think of as the 
victim and our hopes for the one we assume is going to be the hero.  Each act can stand alone as its own 
play.  This is the fifth year that Lex-Ham Community Theater has been a part of Irish Fair. 
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 Irish Fair is pleased to present a very special exhibit exploring the 
history of songs associated with Ireland and Irish America.  Ireland ’s 
early songs evolved from the ballad tradition. Later Thomas Moore and 
others penned many nationalistic songs using Irish Harp melodies.  
Because of Ireland ’s turbulent history, a whole genre of rebel songs 
developed and the folk song tradition in Ireland grew in intensity during 
the 18th century. In America , early Irish-American songwriters wrote 
sentimental ballads that were later commercialized by Tin Pan Alley.  
 
 This exhibit, presented by the Ward Irish Music Archives, Milwaukee, Wisconsin will explore all of the 
diverse areas of Irish & Irish American songs including the old ballads, rebel songs, nationalistic songs, 
sean-nós songs, emigrant ballads, American Civil War songs, Harrigan & Hart songs, Tin Pan Alley songs 
and folk songs.  The exhibit includes photos, posters, biographies, lyrics and listening stations.* 
Look for the exhibit in a special tent on the river side of the Cultural area pavilion.  Barry Stapleton, 
Director of the Ward Irish Music Archives, will speak on the History of Irish Song in the Eóin McKiernan 
Speaker’s Tent on Saturday afternoon at 4:00 pm.  Barry will also be available for additional discussion 
and questions in the exhibit area most of the weekend. 
* excerpted from the Ward Irish Music Archives website - http://www.irishfest.com/archives/exhibits/
song-for-ireland.php.  Check the website for a more complete description of the exhibit. 

-	��	�������
����������������������#���
 
Irish Fair visitors can take in presentations on a wide range of cultural topics at Irish Fair this year.  Be sure 
to check out the Fair schedule for the Eóin McKiernan Speaker’s Tent for all the options. 
 
Here are a few highlights: 
 
Nick Hayes will speak on Growing Up Irish in Minneapolis on Saturday at 3:00 pm.  Nick is a professor 
of History at St. John’s University, is a commentator on public radio’s “All Things Considered” and 
“Midday” and has written for the Star-Tribune, Pioneer Press, Moscow Times and Newsweek 
International. 
 
Erin Hart  will read from her new book The False Mermaid on both Saturday and Sunday.  This is the 
third book in the series, which began with Haunted Ground and continued with Lake of Sorrows.  The 
setting for the False Mermaid includes both Ireland and St. Paul. 
 
The full schedule is at http://www.irishfair.com/schedule/index.php. 
 
Cultural exhibits will again be featured in the Cultural pavilion, including a look at life aboard the 
infamous Famine Ships of the 1840s, a reproduction of a poteen still, a view of Irish funeral traditions in 
the Wake Parlor, and an example of an Irish Holy well.  Informational talks on all these topics will be 
presented throughout the Fair. 
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IMDA Community Calendar August 2010 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
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 The Irish Fair of Minnesota has once again called on amateur 
photographers to post their entries in this year’s Irish Fair Photo Contest.  
For the fourth straight year, Ireland in Black and White is sponsoring a 
contest that has been growing steadily each year.  Photos have been taken 
in Ireland, or may have been taken anywhere, so long as they convey 
something about Ireland, Irish culture, or the Irish experience. 

 Grand prize in each category is a fine art photograph from Ireland in 
Black and White.  Please visit their website  

http://irelandinblackandwhite.com   

to see the wonderful work done by the late Barry Hendrickson.  His wife 
Nancy is carrying on the sale and promotion of Barry’s photographs, as 
well as the sponsorship of the Irish Fair Photo Contest. 

 All submitted photos will be on display in the Harriet Island Pavilion. 

 We look forward to seeing the wonderful things our community of photographers has to 
offer.  Don’t miss it! 
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 Who will rise to the top?  Find out at the Irish baking 
contest! 

 The Irish Fair of Minnesota is pleased to announce another 
year of the expanded Irish baking contest.  Beginning with last 
year’s contest, we have four categories: Brown bread, White 
bread, Sweet scones, and Savory scones.  This year’s judging 
panel of professional bakers is eager to taste what our 
community has in store. 

 Finished baked goods will be brought to the pavilion 
judging table at 10:30am, Saturday August 14.  Judging will 
begin promptly at 11:00 am.  This year’s judging panel is 
Dick Trotter of Trotter’s Bakery, Danny “Klecko” McGlynn 
of St. Agnes, and Erik Rehpohl of Longfellow Grille. 

 Baking of breads and scones has been a staple of Irish fare 
for centuries.  Come see local bakers show their own flare for 
fare at the Fair! 
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The Nature of Water and Air        
Regina McBride,  published by Scribner  (paperback) 

  
    It seems that selkies are everywhere these days; the seal-people, a staple of Irish and 
Scottish mythology, can be found in the recent cinematic offering, Ondine, with Colin 
Farrell as the surprised fisherman who hauls up a lovely young woman in his net; in False 
Mermaid, the new mystery by our very own Erin Hart, and in two shows in this year's 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul Fringe Festival (including the one Yours Truly is music director of 
The Selkie). 
  

   In keeping with the Season of the Seal, I have been reading up on these elusive, mysterious 
and often tragic figures. One of the best fiction offerings in this vein that I've come across is the 
brilliant work by Regina McBride, The Nature of Water and Air; not recent, but well worth 
perusing. The nature of selkies is, you never really know if they are or if they're not, until they 
leave you forever. This novel is a ghost story of sorts: the living are haunted by not only by the 
dead, but by the living as well, and by their own shadows. Orphaned by fourteen, a young 
woman, Clodagh, the only surviving daughter of the mysterious Agatha, grows up in the care 
of a housekeeper (paid for by her distant, coldly detached aunts) in a crumbling-to-pieces great 
house in the Wicklow Hills, full of hidden rooms and secret passageways. Her mother was a 
"traveler", or tinker woman, a nearly feral creature who slept better outdoors than in, collected 
bright, useless trinkets, and managed to captivate the heart -- and wedding ring -- of a young 
landed gentry with a diseased heart. Her husband dies before their twin daughters are born; one 
daughter is born with a foot in the other world already, and soon perishes young. Clodagh 
survives, and has an unusual and barely civilized upbringing; the kindly housekeeper and a 
talent for making music save her from the madness and fey existence of her twin -- and her 
mother, who committed suicide by walking into the sea (or did she?) Sex, madness, death, the 
past, and finding your way in a world with no clear markers; these are the big themes for a 
young woman adrift without a compass. The life of the travelers, an unsuccessful attempt at a 
strict Catholic boarding school, Clodagh's instinct for survival, and the salvation of music color 
this ethereal, darkly-tinged coming-of-age story. The unexpected plot twist near the end of the 
book asks more questions on the nature of parents, secrets and families than it answers. 
Beautiful, lyrically written, almost Gothic in its terrible beauty, this book reminds me of the 
first time I read The Dead by James Joyce: the veil which separates the past and present, the 
living and the dead, can be gossamer indeed. Recommended if you enjoy a nuanced, brooding 
Irish story; more of an October read than an August one, but satisfying and mysterious.  
  
  
    Reviewed by Sherry Ladig, frequent contributor to this column. Sherry is a St. Paul Irish trad 
musician, former contributor to the Hungry Mind (r.i.p.) newsletter, and is music director of 
The Selkie, now in The Fringe Festival. Go to Facebook.com/theselkie for more about this, and 
other, Fringe shows. 
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See What’s New in 2010  
at Irish Fair Minnesota 

 
IRISH GOT TALENT:  Come out see the top four 
contestants compete Friday. August 13th, on the River 
Stage at the Fair. The contest is open to any music or 
dance act that is not already booked at the Fair. The 
winner from the Finals competition on August 13th 
performs Saturday, August 14th at the Fair and will 
receive $250. It is a great way to showcase your talent 
and get your foot in the door. The past three year's 
winners are performing at this year's Fair!  

Fitzgerald Cup Piping Contest (in honor of Tim “Fitz” Fitzgerald, Irish Fair board member and 
entertainment booking agent, who passed away in March, 2010) Highland bagpipe bands from across 
Minnesota will compete in Ahern’s Croagh Park Sunday from 11 am to 12:30 pm.  

Song of Ireland Exhibit – explores the history of songs associated with Ireland and Irish Americans. It 
includes 5,000 pieces of sheet music and over 6,000 recordings, some over a century old. This exhibit is 
part of a collection of Irish memorabilia from the Milwaukee Irish Fest Archives, and has toured over 20 
Irish Fairs in America. 

Wayzata Friends of Irish Fair Hospitality Area – Although Irish Fair remains FREE and open to the 
public, there are limited tickets to a Friends of the Irish Fair Hospitality tent. Food is provided by Ahern's 
Irish Pub, main sponsor of the Irish Fair and beverages provided by Summit, Finnegan's and Pepsi. A bit 
of Irish hospitality to enjoy complimentary food and beverages as well as great sight lines to the Cara 
Pubs Main Stage. 

Tickets are $100 for a one day pass or $250 for a weekend pass. Children, 10 and under, are free to enter 
with an adult. (one child per 18+ adult) Children 11 years and old require a ticket. Purchase tickets online 
or call the Irish Fair at 952-474-7411. 

All Wazayta Friends of the Irish Fair Hospitality tent tickets will be at the Will Call booth, located near 
the Information and Volunteer tents at the main entrance of the Irish Fair. Please remember to use the 
name of the person who will be picking up the tickets at the Will Call booth when you purchase your 
tickets. 

Sun Country Travel Area – Visit with various travel companies to plan your trip to Ireland and the 
British Isles. 
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First Saturday Afternoon Céilí - Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, from 2:00 to 5:00.  The suggested donation 
is $2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paul McCluskey. 

Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Paul.  Dances taught and called by Mike Whelan with 
Irish dance music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band.  Admission $5 per person, $20 maximum per family 
 

Irish Dance Classes: 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a wooden floor that 
has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Súin Lowary. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 
7:30 (please note the time change), with advanced lessons and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and 
must be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PM. Free. 

Conway Recreation Center - 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This class is held in a park and recreation gym, and is taught by 
fine dancers/instructors who will provide plenty of special attention for your particular level of experience. The class runs from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM. Year-round and open to all ages. Free. 

Midtown Global Market  - 920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis.  Look for the big green neon letters that say MIDTOWN and dance 
right in the heart of South Minneapolis.  Come early to learn the basic steps, and learn the reels and jigs with experienced dancers 
plus newcomers who discover us while out for dinner or shopping.  Steps and dances are taught by Paul McCluskey.  The class 
starts at 6:00 pm. Free.  

Set Dancing - Thursday Nights 

The Ivy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, right along the Midtown Greenway. Set dances are taught and led 
by Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from 7-10pm, year-round. $7 per person. 

Lots more information at: Lóma mór Irish Dance Club, www.lomamor.org 
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Just tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to:  
The IMDA Membership Coordinator  
c/o Jan Casey 
400 Macalester St. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Name:  Today’s Date:  

Address: 

Membership Type: 
 

New? Gift? Renewal? Corporate? Family? 

Interests: 
(Mark all that apply) 

Music 
 

Dance Theatre Gaelic Volunteer 
 

Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?  

IMDA Membership  
Want to know what’s going on in the local Irish scene? Interested in music, dance, theatre and culture? Be the first on your 
block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It’s a mere $20 for an annual individual membership and $25 for a family 
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, but whatever you do, support your local artists! 

Phone Number: 

E-mail: 

We will send your monthly newsletter electronically via e-mail unless you would prefer to have it mailed. 
    _____ Prefer US Mail.  

Tir na nÒg Children’s Theater is proud to present their 
annual production at the Irish Fair on the centennial 
showboat. This years production will be a retelling of the 
Irish legend "How the First Blackbird came to Ireland" as 
told by Eddie Lenihan in his book "Irish Tales of Mystery 
and Magic". The play will be produced during Tir na 
nÒg's one week children's theater camp. Registration for 
camp is open to children ages 5-17 and runs August 9-13 
from 9:00-3:00. It will be  located at St. Paul 
Reformation Lutheran Church, 100 Oxford, in St. Paul. 
Cost for the week of camp is $175.00 and includes a fun 
filled week of set design, costuming, song writing, acting 
and the performance on the showboat August 15.  
 
For more information and to register contact Sarah 
Cromer at 407-497-0993 or email starngt@hotmail.com.  
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Tir na nOg actors in action at the Irish Fair Showboat performance  
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Postmaster: 
Time/Dated Material 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 
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