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¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ  
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

La5! ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƻŦ LǊƛǎƘ CŀƛǊ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ  
 

! ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ La5! aǳǎƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ¢Ŝƴǘ ŀǘ  
LǊƛǎƘ CŀƛǊΦ   

 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘǎΥ 
 

¦!ƻƛŦŜ {ŎƻǧΥ   ά{ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴέ 
¦¢ƘŜ CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘǎΥ   ά¢ƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ CƛŘŘƭƛƴƎέ 

 

{ƻƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΥ 
 

¦[ŜƎŀŎȅΥ  άLǊƛǎƘ Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΩ {ƻƴƎǎέ 
¦¢ƘŜ aǳǊƛŜ ²ŜƴǎǘǊƻƳ  
 CŀƳƛƭȅ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎΥ   ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ LǊƛǎƘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻƴƎǎέ 
¦!ŘŀƳ /ƻƻƭƻƴƎΥ   άaƻŘŜǊƴ {ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ 9ƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴέ 
¦.ƻō ²ŀƭǎŜǊΥ   άCƻǊŜōƛǧŜǊǎΥ  {Ŝŀ {ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘέ 
¦¢ƘŜ 9ŘŘƛŜǎΥ   άCŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {ƻƴƎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘέ 
¦/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ IŜȅƳŀƴƴΥ   ά{ƻƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƘƻǊǳǎέ 

 

¢ǳƴŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΥ 
 

¦5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ wƘŜŜǎΥ  ά¢ƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴέ 
¦5ǳƴǉǳƛƴΥ      ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ LǊƛǎƘ aǳǎƛŎέ 
¦/ƘŀŘ aŎ!ƴŀƭƭȅΥ      ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ /ŜƭǝŎ aǳǎƛŎΚέ 

 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΥ 
 

¦¢ƻŘŘ aŜƴǘƻƴΥ   ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴŘƻƭƛƴ ƛƴ LǊƛǎƘ aǳǎƛŎέ 
¦.Ǌƛŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΥ   ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƴƻǊ .ŀƴƧƻέ 

 

tƭǳǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀǳǊŀ aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳ YƭŜƛƴ ƻƴ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tƛǇŜǎΦ 
 

.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ CŀƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΗ 
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Headliners for 2019 Irish Fair Minnesota 

 

 
  The Irish Fair of Minnesota will take place Friday, 
August 9 through Sunday, August 11. The unique once a year 
celebration offers attendees an opportunity to celebrate 
authentic Irish heritage through a multitude of activities such as 
step dance, traditional group dance, Gaelic sports, Celtic 
marketplace, cultural displays, native Irish dogs, traditional tea 
room, Irish food and drink, as well as several local and 
international bands.  

 

 
¦We Banjo 3: Galwayôs We Banjo 3 credit finding 
common ground between old world tradition and authentic 
Americana by plying their banjo, fiddle, guitar and 
mandolin in an innovative fusion of styles that they dub 
ñCeltgrass.ò (Friday)  
 
¦Screaming Orphans: Four sisters with the good fortune to have been raised in the magic of Bundoran 
in County Donegal, Ireland. (Saturday, Sunday)  
 
¦Doolinô: An all-French band who play Irish traditional music brilliantly. The band comprises six 
accomplished musicians who bring a fresh approach to Irish music. (Friday, Saturday) 
 
¦Aoife Scott: Her sublime voice is a thing of beauty that stops people in their tracks. Fragile and ethereal 
one minute and strong and vibrant the next, Dublin folk singer-songwriter Aoife Scott has become a force 
to be reckoned with on the Irish folk and traditional scene. (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)  
 
¦The High Kings: Coming from accomplished musical pedigrees, the High Kings showcase their 
incredible versatility and skills as multi-instrumentalists, bringing a rousing acoustic flavor to Irish songs 
as well as old favorites. (Saturday, Sunday) 
 
¦The Fitzgeralds: A family group consisting of fiddling and step dancing siblings ï Tom, Kerry & Julie 
Fitzgerald. These siblings, from just outside of Canadaôs renowned Ottawa Valley, have come a long way 
from their small-town roots. (Saturday, Sunday) 
 
¦ Leslie Rich:  Leslie Rich was born and grew up in Northern Ireland before moving to Minnesota later 
in his life. His experiences growing up in Belfast shaped his musical career. (Saturday) 
 
¦The Northerly Gales: a Twin Cities-based Celtic Americana quartet that loves to perform live! The 
Northerly Gales are inspired by Irish, Scottish, American and Canadian folk music. (Friday) 
 

 
Headliners continued on page 3 

 

The IMDA Board is: 

President:   Julia Rogers 

Vice President:  Jan Casey  

Treasurer: Maureen Engelhardt 

Secretary:  Jean Bergstrom     

Board Members: John Concannon 
 Kathie Luby        
 Amber Ladany 
 Aja Beers 
 Gemma Forbush 
Editor:                 Kathie Luby 
IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 
time and location shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 

 

Contact Information 
 

E-mail:  info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, news, and notices of events 
to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 18th of the preceding month. 

Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
mailto:editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
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Headliners continued: 
 

¦ The Sweet Colleens: Dave Bade, Jeff Gram, Jeremy Greenhouse, Scott Keever and Pete Sandvikð 
accomplished multi-instrumentalists who together fuse their diverse musical backgrounds into a high-
energy, infectious, and crowd-pleasing mix of fiddle- and accordion-driven Celtic Americana. 
(Friday) 

 

¦ The Inland Seas: a Celtic/Americana ensemble with lush vocals, whistle, guitar, mandolin & percus-
sion. Tunes range from rousing pub songs to emotive ballads. (Saturday) 

 

¦ The Tim Malloys: We are Minnesota musicians inspired by the music that we befriended lurking in 
the Irish pubs and clubs of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. Our music is an infusion of Irish and broadly 
Celtic melodies with our twisted collage of acoustic trad-rock.  (Saturday)  

 
¦ Wild Colonial Bhoys: The Irish-American band from Minnesota (of all places!) Their sound is a 
blending of old Irish traditions handed down through the generations, with modern American rock that 
inspired them to make music from the time they were just wee lads. (Saturday)  

 

IMDA Membership Renewals 
 

The Irish Music and Dance Association wishes to thank these new and renewing members: 
 

Amy Dailey and family 

Robert Ford and Susan Bedor 

Mary Patricia Gavan-Gordon 

Phillip McGovern 

Barbara J McKernan 
Nancy Olsen 

Tom Quinn 

Kim Scanlan and family 

Tim Scanlan and family 

Patricia Schoenfeld and family 

Rebecca Wahl and family 

 
All of our new and renewing supporting 2019 members will receive the following: 
 

¦ A one-year (January to December 2019) subscription to the IMDAôs monthly email newsletter. 
¦ ñPriority listingò for bands, organizations, pubs and businesses in our popular on-line Community Re-
sources Directory, used by people who are seeking local Irish musicians, bands, dancers and entertainers 
for performances, ethnic festivals, wedding receptions, and corporate events. 

¦ Public recognition in a ñNew or Renewed Membersò section of future IMDA newsletters and in related 
posts to the IMDA web site and Facebook page. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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When you first begin learning a new language, it is nice 
to start with some fairly concrete 
things to talk about, concepts that 
are familiar and that are not open 
to all that much interpretation. 
Body parts would be one topic that 
comes to mind. We refer to them 
regularly, easily visualizing a 
"head" or a "foot" or a "hand." We assume there are 
corresponding terms in the new language, that the 
"mapping" of this vocabulary between the two 
languages should be fairly straightforward. 
 

 And, with Irish, that mapping is pretty good. At the 
same time, looking at these basic, clear, universal 
concepts can reveal subtle differences between 
languages, precisely because we are so familiar with 
these ideas in our mother tongue. 
 

 In Irish, then, we typically use ceann for 
"head,"l§mh  for "hand," and cos for "foot." But there 
are some wrinkles even with some of these very basic 
terms. 
 

 For one thing, dialect variations lead speakers in 
some areas to use l§im  instead of l§mh  and cois 
instead of cos. These not only look different, they 
sound different. For example, cos sounds rather like the 
English word "cuss," while the alternate form cois 
sounds more like "cush." 
 

 Another thing that muddies the waters a bit is the 
fact that cos is used for both "foot" and "leg," and 
l§mh  is used for both "hand" and "arm." Context is 
usually sufficient to know what is meant in any 
particular utterance, but it can be tricky at times. 
 

On that hand, you will find some "fingers" (m®ara), 
including a "thumb" (ord·g). On that foot, if you are 
looking for "toes," you will find m®ara coise -- "foot 
fingers" ï including ord·g na coise, "the thumb of the 
foot," or your "big toe." 
 

 Looking beyond the individual words in this 
vocabulary, we encounter some interesting grammatical 
twists. To say, "She has blue eyes," we use, T§ suile 
gorma aici. This literally means, "Blue eyes are at 
her." (The Irish language has no word for "to have." 
Instead, we say the thing is "at" the person who has it.) 
 
 

You would think that you would use exactly the same 

construction to say, "She has red hair." But while eyes 
are "at" you in Irish, hair is "on" 
you, so we say T§ gruaig rua uirthi. 
 

Meanwhile, many body parts come 
in pairs, and there are some 
interesting developments around 
some of these pairs. As it happens, 
in our class we are currently 

reading a translation into Irish of "Alice in 
Wonderland" ("Eachtra² Eil²se i dT²r na nIontas"). I 
recently came across a wonderful phrase early in the tale 
when Alice, who has grown very tall, tries to look 
through a keyhole lu² ar leataobh agus f®achaint le 
leathsh¼il isteach sa ghaird²n. We would translate this 
as, "lying on one side and looking with one eye into the 
garden." More literally, she would be lying on "half a 
side" and looking with "half an eye." The convention is 
that, say, leathsh¼il refers to half of her two eyes, or one 
eye. 
 

 We can even come across the occasional body part 
that exists in one language but not the other. One of my 
favorite Irish words is ladhar,  which refers to the space 
between the fingers or toes. When we say, "He let it slip 
through his fingers," we use a form of ladhar: Scaoil s® 
tr²na ladhracha ®. But literally the Irish says, not 
"through his fingers" but rather, "through the spaces 
between his fingers." 
 

 As you would expect, body parts pop up in idiomatic 
phrases in Irish just as they do in English. Sometime 
when we're having trouble speaking clearly, we say, "I 
have a frog in my throat." Translated literally, we would 
get T§ frog i mo scornach, "frog" being the Irish for 
"frog." But the Irish are much more likely to complain, 
T§ sceach i mo scornach. A sceach is a thorn bush, a 
very unpleasant thing to have in your throat indeed! 
 

 At Gaeltacht Minnesota, occasionally the subtleties of 
Irish make us want to §r l§mha a chaitheamh san aer, to 
"throw up our hands." But working together is great for 
keeping us going and for using the knowledge of the 
group to smooth out some of these wrinkles. Keep an 
eye on www.gaelminn.org to see what we are up to. 
 

I gcosa con a bh²os a chuid 
"A hound's food is in its legs" 

                                       ¢ƘŜ DŀŜƭƛŎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ           By Will  Kenny 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.gaelminn.org
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   New at Irish Fair 2019: Sensory Break Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thereôs a new resource at Irish Fair this year aimed at increasing the accessibility of the Fair to neuro-
divergent families and adults. A sensory break space, as developed by the Autism Society of Minnesota, will 
be available Friday through Sunday. Sensory break spaces are needed ñsince the heat and noise can be over-
whelming, there should be a specific place that people can go if they need a sensory breakò says Julia Nelson, 
a neurodivergent dancer with North Star Irish Dance. Julia has anxiety and sensory processing disorder. She 
continues explaining that ña sensory break would help for someone to cool off and calm down so they can 
órechargeô and go back to having fun!ò  

 

The space, an enclosed tent which will have a separate space included for nursing mothers, will be lo-
cated behind the hospitality tent to the left of the Main Stage (if you are facing the stage). Inside the cooled 
tent will be sensory tools such as various fidgets, coloring sheets, a weighted blanket (weather allowing), and 
hearing protection. All of these items will be on loan from the Autism Societyôs sensory kits and must stay in 
the tent, so those with keen hearing sensitivities are encouraged to bring their own hearing protection to wear 
around the Fair beyond the sensory space. There will be volunteers to ensure access to those who need the 
tent and to call for assistance as needed. 
 

Irish Fair is offering this tent this year at the encouragement from Beth Pitchford (North Star Irish 
Dance) despite there currently being no corporate sponsor. Pitchford not only runs North Star Irish Dance but 
is also a mental health therapist at the Autism Society of Minnesota. ñIôm thrilled that the Irish Fair is able to 
offer this valuable resource this year. I know so many people who want to come to big events like this but, 
through experience, know that they have a really difficult time managing it. So, over time, theyôre unofficially 
forced to either not come or to come only for a fraction of what they want to. This will enable people on the 
autism spectrum, as well as folks with sensory processing disorder and a variety of other diagnoses, to come 
be a part of the amazing Irish arts community.ò  

 

North Star Irish Dance is contributing to the costs of training, preparing of social narratives, and sup-
plies for the space. Further sponsorship for the tent and accompanying air conditioner is needed. 
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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 Weôre only a few weeks away from the Irish Fair of Minnesotaôs annual  Boat Cruise, hosted by Padelford 
Riverboats! This unique event on July 11th hooks two riverboats together, giving you the chance for double 
the fun with new friends. It is a great chance to listen to Irish bands play live music on the beautiful setting of 
the Mississippi River. This year's artists on board are two Twin Cities-based bands, The Inland Seas and 
the Sweet Colleens! 
 

 Food (brisket sandwiches and a side) and drinks are available for purchase on board. There will be drink 
specials on Big Gingers and Angry Orchard cider, and sampling of the new Irish Fair-exclusive stout brewed 
specially by FINNEGANS Brew Co. 
 

 The Boat Cruise with the Irish Fair of Minnesota is on July 11, 2019 from 6:30-9:30pm. Boarding begins 
at 6:30pm. Boat will depart the dock at 7pm. Tickets and information are available at https://
www.irishfair.com/boat-cruise-irish-fair-minnesota and at https://boatcruise.bpt.me/!  
 
 Special thanks to our sponsors Padelford Riverboats, 2 GInger's Irish Whiskey, Angry Orchard and FIN-
NEGANS.  
 

 

D¸rain: The Thrush Comes in Spring 

 

  D¸rain's second album, The Thrush Comes in Spring, features 
a whole fresh crop of new song arrangements and sets of tunes, from 
the  songs of Scottish Romantics Robert Burns and Robert Tannahill, 
to Scottish Gaelic ballads, to jigs and reels on the fiddle and flute - 
even a song from the Minnesota Folk Song Collection!  

 The Thrush Comes in Spring is loaded with 3-part harmonies, gui-
tar-and-bouzouki arrangements and plenty of fiddle, flute, and Scot-
tish smallpipes. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
https://www.facebook.com/riverrides/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBJr2XrL6xnpBgLPwnf57Ycc2n6nR0k_L3JdLOFhZl5S_RFFI0yHUeS8xOo8pYDTDEVOkv_aq-DCA3N&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDTA8lYeZ9ClBwSD-0Zgz-L8nJzbT9vCsWDttZSu3DXNT5yZbxEFI6aP6I9Xotu6b7b8-9Jrw6gTWYi3_QgGKd2i6UbxE
https://www.facebook.com/riverrides/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBJr2XrL6xnpBgLPwnf57Ycc2n6nR0k_L3JdLOFhZl5S_RFFI0yHUeS8xOo8pYDTDEVOkv_aq-DCA3N&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDTA8lYeZ9ClBwSD-0Zgz-L8nJzbT9vCsWDttZSu3DXNT5yZbxEFI6aP6I9Xotu6b7b8-9Jrw6gTWYi3_QgGKd2i6UbxE
http://www.facebook.com/theinlandseasband/
http://sweetcolleens.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FINNEGANSbrewco/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB0oeKpdoL2lfAebHBfSo_Wpt-qVKJJmgjCdUiuDKta8QpthQ6UgkyJZY_PfiDLgVOfVsUbdpizK-Hb&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDTA8lYeZ9ClBwSD-0Zgz-L8nJzbT9vCsWDttZSu3DXNT5yZbxEFI6aP6I9Xotu6b7b8-9Jrw6gTWYi3_QgGKd2i
https://www.facebook.com/events/444611496306734/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5
https://www.irishfair.com/boat-cruise-irish-fair-minnesota
https://www.irishfair.com/boat-cruise-irish-fair-minnesota
https://boatcruise.bpt.me/
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(The Bookcase) 

The Latecomers 

Helen Klein Ross 

Little Brown & Co 2018 

  Sixteen year old Bridey and her fiance Thom, short of prospects in their native Ireland, elope to Amer-
ica in 1908 to start a new life. When Thom dies of yellow fever on the boat, Bridey finds herself alone and 
pregnant in New York. Through a strange twist of fate and luck and the kindness of another emigrant from 
her home town, Bridey makes a new life as a housemaid to the wealthy Hollingsworth family in Connecti-
cut. Her story, her child given up for adoption, and the Hollingsworth family stories become interwoven 
across the century which follows: the 1920s stock market crash, World War II, the tumultuous Sixties, 
the World Trade Center attack, a wedding in 2008. Bridey's story is the story of America; of immigration 
and assimilation, pride and courage, heartbreak and triumph. Family stories are told and re-told (and often, 
lied about and covered up) by a dozen voices.  
 

  The chapters move seamlessly in and out of the century, introducing new people, clarifying mysteries 
and tying up loose ends. In any family saga there are many voices and points of view, and often there is 
more than one truth. Some things stay hidden and lost forever, but the essential heart of the story shines 
through the layers of dust and time. This is a good read any time, but especially satisfying as a front porch 
swing companion in the hot days of July. 
 

Sherry Ladig is a Saint Paul based trad musician and a former reviewer for the Hungry Mind Bookstore's 
newsletter, Fodder. She welcomes suggestions for books to review of Irish or Irish-American interest, or---

write a review yourself! Sherry may be reached at ladig-dunquin@msn.com. 

 Happy summer reading! 

 

Calling All IMDA Members 
 

  An evening to recognize and celebrate the outstanding contributions of some very special members of 
our Irish community ï thatôs IMDA Honors. Over the years, IMDA has honored a wide range of very de-
serving community members ï people who have helped to foster the rich Irish music, dance and cultural life 
of the Twin Cities that we all enjoy. Previous IMDA Honorees include musicians Martin McHugh, Ann 
Heymann, Paddy OôBrien, Tom Dahill, Laura MacKenzie and John McCormick, dancer Fred Kedney, writ-
ers Lar Burke and Erin Hart, Irish language instructors Frank Joyce and Will Kenny, newspaper publisher 
Jim Brooks, and community leader and entrepreneur Kieran Folliard. 
 

  The IMDA Board would like to invite IMDA members to nominate candidates for IMDA Honors 
2019.  The recipient must be a living member of our Irish community who has made a long term and signifi-
cant contribution to our cultural life.   
 

  If you have someone in mind, please send along a note to Julia Rogers, IMDA President at presi-
dent@irishmusicanddanceasociation.org by July 8. Please include as much background as possible ï we 
want to hear the whole story. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:ladig-dunquin@msn.com
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Northwoods Songs: Irish Songs from Lumberjacks and Great Lakes Sailors 
By Brian Miller 

 

Northwoods Songs features a new song each month pulled from my research into old songs collected in the pine woods region that 
stretches from New Brunswick west through northern Minnesota. In the 1800s, a vibrant culture of singing and song-making 
developed in lumber camp bunkhouses and on Great Lakes ships. The repertoire and singing style were greatly influenced by Irish 
folk repertoire and Irish singing styles. Many singers in the region had Irish background themselves. 

 

Each installment of Northwoods Songs is also published online at www.evergreentrad.com. My hope is that others will learn some 
of these songs and make them their own as I have.          -Brian Miller 

 
The Jolly Roving Tar (Get Up Jack, John Sit Down) 

LE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ships may come and ships may go as long as the sea doth roll,  
Each sailor ladôs just like his dad he loves the flowing bowl,  
A trip ashore he does adore with a girl thatôs plump and round,  
When his moneyôs gone itôs the same old song, ñGet up Jack, John sit down,ò 

 
Come along, come along you jolly brave boys thereôs lots of grog in the jar,  
Letôs plough the briny ocean with the jolly roving tar. 

 

 
 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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When Jack gets in ôtis then he steers for some old boarding house, 
Heôs welcomed in with rum and gin, they feed him on port souse, 
Heôll lend and spend and not offend ôtil he lies drunk on the ground, 
When his moneyôs gone itôs the same old song, ñGet up Jack, John sit down,ò  
 
He then will sail aboard some ship for India or Japan, 
In Asia there the ladies fair all love the sailorman,  
Heôll go ashore and on a tear and buy some girl a gown, 
When his moneyôs gone itôs the same old song, ñGet up Jack, John sit down,ò 
 
When Jack gets old and weather-beat, too old to roam about, 
In some rum shop theyôll let him stop ôtil eight bells calls him out, 
Heôll raise his eyes up to the skies saying, ñBoys, weôre homeward bound,ò 
When his moneyôs gone itôs the same old song, ñGet up Jack, John sit down,ò 

 
We return to northern New York State this month for a song from Lena Bourne Fish (1873-1945) who 

sang nearly 100 songs for collectors Anne and Frank Warner in the early 1940s. Lena learned her ñJolly 
Roving Tarò from ñan old man who used to sail on a whaling ship.ò The song actually originated as part of 
the 1885 musical theater production Old Lavender with words by Edward Harrigan and music by Dave 
Braham. Harrigan and Braham were giants of American popular music in the late 1800s and many of their 
Irish-American themed stage songs went into oral tradition in the Great Lakes including ñThe Pitcher of 
Beerò (see Northwoods Songs #32). This ñJolly Roving Tarò (not to be confused with the more mournful 
song by the same name that is in tradition in Ireland and the Canadian Maritimes) is associated with 
Newfoundland these days thanks to a recording by the band Great Big Sea. 

 

 

 

Visit a full archive of all Northwoods Songs columns and songs online at 
www.evergreentrad.com 

 

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.evergreentrad.com


мл 

www.IMDA -MN.org  

Irish Music & 

Dance Association 

 

Smidirini*       
(*Irish for óBits and Piecesô) 

By Copper Shannon   

 

  More great music coming our way.  Kerri Joy (of SisterTree) is hard at work on a new album. 
According to Kerri ñFeaturing some of the most talented members of the Twin Cities' folk and roots music 
scene, plus international guests, the 5 track EP will be a poetic and thrilling musical journey.ò Sheôs looking 
for support through a GoFundMe projec²²t. Lend a hand at http://www.gofundme.com/kerrijoyalbum. 

 

Looking for the IMDA Community Calendar? 
 

The IMDA Community Calendar is your go-to place to find out whatôs happening in Irish music, dance, litera-
ture and cultural events in the Twin Cities and beyond.  

Find it at www.imda-mn.org/calendar. 
The calendar on our website is updated often ï and is ñsearchableò for your favorite artist, venue or type of 

event. Check it out ï and return often! 

 

Sailing Again with Joanie Madden 
 

 Joanie Madden of Cherish the Ladies has been organizing and hosting Irish music cruises for several years. 
(2019 was the 9th in the series.) Finding the right words to describe the ñFolk óN Irish Cruiseò is challenging.  
 

Musician Kevin Crawford of L¼nasa described it this way: 
 ñThereôs simply no better Folk or Irish Music gathering, festival, event, party, extravaganza or whatever to 
be found ANYWHERE, be it on land or the high seas. (Hell or high water). This is the Willie Clancy week, the 
All Ireland Fleadh, Doolin Folk Festival, Milwaukee Irish Fest, Celtic Connections and Temple Bar Trad 
Festival all rolled into one.ò 
 

Mike Casey has these thoughts to share: 
 ñAs in the three previous times that my wife, Jan and I have sailed off on Joanie Maddenôs Folk nô Irish 
Cruise, the scenery was wonderful, but mostly, as always, the music, singing and dance were awesome, and 
the craic was mighty. 
 

 This time it was Bermuda, but, as Joannie once said, the destination doesnôt really matter, and, once again, 
she was right. With the mornings and afternoons filled with lectures, movies, storytelling, workshops to learn 
everything from dances to the Irish language to learning an Irish instrument, and the evenings filled with mu-
sic and dance, usually ending with late night sessions that often stretch to dawn, the focus was always on the 
performing. Venues varied from small, intimate rooms to windswept upper decks that hosted hundreds. 
 

 You can always count on Joannie to book 65-70 musicians and dancers. We have been privileged in the 
past to see and hear favorites like The Black Family, Ed Miller, Tommy Sands, and Mick Maloney and Green 
Fields of America. This year newcomers included Irish tenor Daor² Farrell, Newfoundland folksinger Mat-
thew Burns, and 50-year veteran Johnny McEvoy.   

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.gofundme.com/kerrijoyalbum?fbclid=IwAR1_3FRBDkdRBBDYz3IiFz6KUxazBMtNLgckRdssCyVEyiQOyZdfwIiLNG4
http://www.imda-mn.org/calendar.html
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 It was wonderful to hear Rory Makem and Donal Clancy making magic singing together, and imagining 
their fathers, Tommy and Liam, looking down from on high with great approval. It is always a joy to watch 
the ageless dancing legs of Donny Golden, the ubiquitous M§irt²n De Cog§in, all over the ship singing, sto-
rytelling, instructing on the bodhr§n, dancing, and teaching Irish, and, of course, Joannie and Cherish the 
Ladies leading the way. 
 

 As usual, the week flew by too fast; the next Joannie Madden Folk ôN Irish Cruise wonôt be till October of 
2020, when it departs from Barcelona, and on to the Mediterranean. Will we be along? Mmmmmmmmm, a 
possibility.ò 
 

And, from M§irt²n de Cog§in: 
 ñWhen Joanie Madden asked me to join the team again for her Folk 'N Irish Cruise I signed on without 
hesitation. But after looking at the itinerary I was a bit perplexed as we were to sail out of New York to one 
Island, Bermuda, dock there for a while and sail back. It was wildly different to the hop on hop off Caribbean 
cruise life I have grown accustomed to. Like anything else Joanie does, it was magical. The line up was, for 
me, the greatest yet. Big hits from my childhood were to be played by the original artist live and in person. 
Ones who I could sit and chat with over tea. 
 

Pat Shortt, sang The Jumbo Breakfast Roll, a lovely man to chat with. I grew up on his comedy duo D'Unbe-
lievables. 
Johnny McEvoy, sang Nora & Murskin Durkin, I was honored he came and sat in the front of one of my own 
shows and then we got to share the stage together for the Poets and Playwrights hour. What a treat! 
Sharon Shannon played Music for a Found Harmonium among others. My brother £amonn learnt one of her 
hits on a Russian Accordion we had at home, which seemed to be arranged upside down from the regular box-
es, this is when he was to be studying for his leaving cert, of course. 
Eddi Reader sang Perfect from her Fairground Attraction dayôs. I had a wonderful late night coffee chatting 
with Eddi for a few hours about her Uncle who played a great role in the Irish Revolution. 
L¼nasa did the two low whistles sound x 2 (yeah, 4 low whistle, begob, it was musical magic)... all sounds of 
my youth 
 

 Then I was asked to play with so many other heroes and heroines of mine that there isn't enough space to 
put them all here!! And it was only a week long... 
Only meeting Daoir² Farrell for the first time, I really enjoyed his approach to the ballads. Daoir² digs deep 
into the tradition scraping up the dust and looking into past of the songs. His parents were gas, altogether, and 
his Dad was the best storyteller on the boat. 
 

There was also a bunch of New Kids on the Block out of NY and they were top shelf stuff, keep an eye to 
them. I had a lovely session with them one night and they were only powerful. 
 

Who says all you do is eat and lie out in the sun on a cruise? Certainly not on a JOANIE MADDEN'S 
FOLK 'N IRISH CRUISE. My Fitbit tells me I: 

¦Climbed 414 Stairs 
¦Walked 91872 Steps / 43.5 Miles 
¦Played 18 holes of golf 
¦Burnt 3476 average daily Calories 
¦And got 4.75 average Hours sleep per night (including naps) 

 

 Go raibh maith agat Joanie Madden for this wonderful opportunity and Mitra de C·g§in for keeping the 
show going at home. 

 

See you all in Barcelona 2020. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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